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Standing At the Threshold 
Tiny voices excited to be starting their classes as they enter the building at the 

same time. Parents talking to one another in the hallways. Choirs rehearsing notes 

down in the choir room. People stopping by to pick up the latest book for a 

journey group that I’m leading. Lunch with staff members and an occasional 

birthday cake. The Fall Kick-off party in the parking lot or on the front lawn. And I 

can’t forget the dunk tank! 

These sights and sounds are running through my head as the fall season comes 

upon us this year. I’m missing them along with seeing so many of you in person. 

This year is so different from what we know. Then I pick of the phone and speak 

to a member who reminds me how quickly the past six months have gone by. I 

remember yet again that this time is not forever. The words of Peter’s second 

letter come flooding back into my soul and spirit: “But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 

is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” (2 Peter 3:8, NRSV) 

There are days when these months have felt like an eternity, but in the span of eternity, this year will have been like a 

day when it passes. What we learn from moments like this and what we choose to do in this present day, however, 

have the potential to have an eternal impact in on our communities, on our lives and in the world around us. 

Next week, many of our journey groups are gathering together online or outdoors. It’s such a blessing to have a group 

of people with whom to do faith and life together. Are you struggling through these days and needing a boost in your 

faith? I hope that you’ll consider joining a journey group because faith and life were meant to be lived out in community 

with others who can help us on the journey. 

Mission opportunities abound among us, whether it is financial support for missions, food and supply drives, or even a 

day of mission work in Detroit for a group of men as a part of their fall retreat. Some are even offering themselves as 

tutors for children and youth who are experiencing an online education in these days. Caring for others not only passes 

some time and feels good to us, it is what we are called to do. How are you sparking joy and sharing love in the lives of 

others who need it most in these days? 

Oh yes, I’ll still miss the dunk tanks and fall parties along with the sounds and faces that make them so special, but 

there’ll be time for dunk tanks and parties again in the future. In fact, I can’t wait! Until then, let’s immerse ourselves in 

pouring into one another and the communities around us. We stand at the threshold as God invites us to rediscover 

who we are and who we might become. As I think back on the past several months, I do so with an eager excitement 

about what God might do through us in the months and years ahead as we embrace the One who reaches out to us 

and sends us back into the world to share a little love in Jesus’ name. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor  
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, September 8: Joan Balogh, Gale Cunningham 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

August 31: Dick Dills, Barbara Hunt, Al Lowery 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of former member Donna 

Ethington, who died on August 24. View her obituary at https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/

uploads/2020/09/08093748/Obituary-Donna-Sones-Ethington.pdf. 

Outdoor Worship (9:30): Canoeing the Mountains: “Standing at the 

Threshold” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Exodus 14:19-31) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Canoeing the Mountains: “Standing at the 

Threshold” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Exodus 14:19-31) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in 

loving memory of Theodoshia Burnside by Sara Burnside and Sylvia 

Hagenlocker and family.  

CLC Worship (9:30): Emerge: God Makes a Way: “God Saves Us!” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Genesis 6:5-22, 9:8-15) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Big Ten: “No Other Gods” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Exodus 20:1-17) 

Sunday, September 13 

….that our Cub Scout pack is hosting a Join Scouting Night tonight (September 9) from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on the 

Birmingham Campus front lawn. Boys and girls are welcome to join the Cub Scouts this year. Come see what it’s all 

about! 

….that September 13 is the second Sunday of the month, designated as Hunger Sunday which benefits local food 

providers feeding the hungry. Please consider donating online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving or mailing a check to the 

church noted “Hunger.” 

….that the Rummage Sale committee members have been meeting, evaluating, and 

planning for future sales. We have considered many opportunities to be able to 

continue to raise monies for missions. With the current COVID status in the state of 

Michigan, along with the stage 4 reopening still in effect, we have determined that we 

will continue to look to our Spring 2021 date as the next proposed sale. The safety of 

our volunteers, paid workers, shoppers, and church members is our primary concern. 

All committee members are actively involved in assessing the possibilities and 

opportunities for 2021. We appreciate your understanding and support as we look 

forward to innovative ways to continue this important service to serve our community 

and world. —Rummage Sale Committee and UMW 

Did You Know 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/08093748/Obituary-Donna-Sones-Ethington.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/08093748/Obituary-Donna-Sones-Ethington.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
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Student Ministry Small Group Sign Up….Both middle school and high school will be using a small group model 

this fall. Students will sign up to be part of a small group either meeting in person (outdoors, socially distanced) or on 

Zoom. Groups of 6-8 youth will be paired with two adult volunteers. 

Youth can sign up here, or you can sign up and express your interest in helping as an adult volunteer. We will need 16 

adult group leaders. Many have said yes (or maybe) and a few have declined. Help us meet this need! (Note: you will 

most likely not lead your student’s group.) 

We realize you may have some questions about how these small groups will function, so we’ve tried to anticipate 

some of your questions. You can view this document where we’ll continually update information about our small group 

plan. 

Student Ministry Kickoff and Parent Meeting….  

When? Sunday, September 13, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 

Who? For middle school and high school students and their parents or 

person who sets their curfew. 

Why? Meet small group leaders, ask questions about our new small 

group fall program, enjoy an ice cream truck, parent meeting, and movie 

night! 

7:30 p.m. - Arrival, parent meeting begins, youth hangout with ice cream truck 

8:15 p.m. - Youth movie night begins 

8:30 p.m. - Parents dismissed 

Bring: A package of new men’s crew-length socks for the NOAH Project Sock-It-To-Me September event, a chair, 

movie snacks (popcorn may show up!), water bottle/drinks 

(Children's Center bathrooms will be available)  

For more Student Ministry information, check out the most recent newsletter. 

Student Ministry—Sunday Nights 

Baptisms 
We are still offering baptisms! Baptisms are done for one family at a time by 

Pastor Elbert on the second Sunday of the month at either 11:00 or 11:30 

a.m. in the Sanctuary. Families are invited to have up to 8 people in 

attendance, with masks and social distancing in place. The baptisms are then 

shown during online Sanctuary Worship on the third Sunday of the month.  

We are now scheduling baptisms for October 11, November 8 and 

December 13. For more information or to schedule a baptism, please 

contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingahm.org or leave a message at 

248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSed7m6D-jJ_5TkHQEUKL0QhW5rTMxFDh5lD7l7A30IdmeHrSw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c0OPBsuRMW1hUHwB3loLxyvzh6T_4mklRhhRtvUhHUk/edit
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/New-fall-small-groups--Sign-up-today-.html?soid=1102328835136&aid=Ci31lXA8U34
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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Drive Thru Flu Vaccination Clinic 

On Sunday, September 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, Birmingham First will offer 

drive thru flu shots, administered by Michigan Community VNA and sponsored by First 

Nurses and Caring Ministries. Register at flu.vna.org. Please use Clinic ID: 220 and 

Passcode: dXFD8f9 (password is case sensitive). Choose one of the following: 

• Regular flu shot – Cost without insurance $35. Youth 8 years and older can 

receive a regular flu shot. 

• High dose senior – Cost without insurance $60.00 

• Preservative-free for those who need it 

You will receive email registration confirmation from VNA.  

The following insurances are accepted: Medicare and Medicare Advantage Plans, BCN, BCBS (except TEA prefix), HAP 

(except CIGNA), Priority Health, and Physician Health Plan. If your insurance is not accepted, payment is by cash or 

check made payable to Michigan Community Wellness VNA. (Please choose cash or check when registering.) 

Humans were designed for community. As we lean into the fall, don’t miss 

out on the opportunity to plug into a new or returning small group, called 

a journey group. We have journey groups that meet online or outdoors 

nearly every day of the week. A full listing is available on the Journey 

Group page on our website. If you need help with instructions for 

connecting via Zoom, contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org. 

If you aren’t sure which group is right for you, use our online Group Locator Tool. This allows you to use filters to 

find groups that may interest you and align with your availability, and then to register or ask a question. Check it out 

on the Journey Groups page on the church website, or contact Pastor Rachael Dunlap (rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org) 

for help finding an appropriate group.  

Join a Journey Group this Fall! 

Men of Birmingham and Berkley First are invited to a special day of mission 

work, fellowship, and worship on Saturday, October 10. All events are 

being planned with COVID-19 risk reduction strategies in place. 

From 1:00-5:00 p.m., we will be working in the City of Detroit with Life 

Remodeled. As a COVID-19 precaution, participants will travel on their 

own, or in family units, to the work location to which we are assigned.  

After our work in the City of Detroit is done, we will regroup outdoors at 

Birmingham First where we will enjoy boxed suppers together during our 3rd annual Cornhole Tournament. Our day 

will end at 7:00 p.m. with a time of worship and celebration in our outdoor worship center. Face coverings and physical 

distancing are required for all activities onsite at Birmingham First. 

Men, ages 14 to 100, are invited to attend all or part of the day. There is a registration fee of $15 (scholarships are 

available by contacting Pastor Shawn). The event will go on rain or shine. More details and registration are available on 

our website. Registration deadline is Friday, September 18 at midnight. Invite friends, family, and neighbors to be a part 

of this day with you. 

2020 Men’s Day 

https://flu.vna.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3349
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/men/
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Register now for the CROP Walk on Sunday, September 27. You have three 

choices on how to participate this year: 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk church area 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk your home neighborhood 

• Attend kick-off rally online and walk your home neighborhood 

You are strongly encouraged to register online and have people 

donate online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. Our team captain is Bob Feldmaier. Envelopes are 

also available at Outdoor Worship on Sunday mornings.  

CROP Walk Registration is Open 

The NOAH Project in Detroit is one of our mission partners, and we hope you will 

help us support their annual Sock It To Me September sock drive. Our youth are being 

challenged to collect 1500 pairs of socks—let’s see if the congregation can beat that 

total! Please donate only NEW adult men’s crew-length socks by Sunday, September 27. 

Drop-off bins (marked for Youth and Congregation) are located by the Main Entrance 

at the Birmingham Campus. 

Jim and Merry Beth Valiquett will coordinate the counting and delivery. If you would 

like to help, please contact them at jvaliquett@comcast.net or mbvaliquett@aol.com. 

Sock It To Me September 

The semi-annual food drive, which usually includes a college competition, will look a little different this year. Hunger 

Ministry has been teaming up with Missions this year to do additional food and supply drives due to COVID-19. This 

fall we will do the same, but will also collect winter gear. 

The following donation items may be dropped off at the church Main Entrance from Sunday, October 4 to Sunday, 

October 11: 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, Kleenex 

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and solutions,  

hand/dish/laundry soap 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) and toothpaste 

• Gloves and masks 

• Diapers 

• Brown bags and wax paper 

• Bottled water and soft drinks 

• Chips, cookies and other snacks 

• Rice and pasta 

• Winter coats, boots (non-fashion), gloves, hand warmers, and socks  

October Food, Supply and Winter Gear Drive 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi
mailto:jvaliquett@comcast.net
mailto:mbvaliquett@aol.com


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

