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Be Strong and Courageous 
As August comes to a close, this time has traditionally marked the end of summer 

and the beginning of a new school year for families, children, youth, young adults, 

and educators. We anticipate the buses to start rolling down our streets yet again 

and the corners to be filled with the voices of kids waiting with the crossing guard 

to get across the street safely. Although my glasses are often made foggy by my 

mask, I have noticed that the store shelves are still stocked with school supplies. 

The products are not flying off them just yet. Parents and children aren’t out 

shopping for new clothes, shoes, and supplies. In fact, the start of the new school 

year feels much different than we expect. 

Decisions have been made. Some schools are all virtual. Some are meeting in 

person. Some are a combination of both experiences. Some parents have set up 

school rooms in their homes for the days when the kids will be at home for school. Others are wondering how they 

will work, become a teacher, and keep up with so much else at home. 

Many parents are thrilled that their kids are getting back to a routine. Some are excited that kids will be in another 

building. Students, parents, and educators alike are wondering whether the plans put in place will help students to learn 

and to gain the skills necessary for life while keeping everyone as safe as possible. So many people are doing the best 

they can in these days with so much uncertainty. Plans have to remain flexible because there’s no telling what timelines 

and issues a virus will cause for us all. 

This last Sunday of August has become the day that we offer a blessing for our educators at our Birmingham First 

Campus during our Sanctuary services. This year is unlike any other that we’ve experienced in recent history. On 

Sunday, on the front lawn as well as in our Sanctuary service online, I hope you will join me to receive and extend 

blessings for those in education, for our students, and for their parents. As we step into this new season, let us offer 

signs and reminders of God’s presence for one another and for our communities as we journey through these days. 

“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 

your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9, NRSV) 

As Joshua and the people of God prepared to exit the wilderness and enter the promised land, they realized that the 

new territory was filled with plenty of unknowns. Could it be that their unknowns were not too unlike the unknowns 

we experience in these days? Before stepping into Jericho, God reminds Joshua to “be strong and courageous.” The 

task would not always be easy, but God would be with them all along the journey. In addition to our prayers, what 

signs might we offer to one another that remind us of God’s presence as we step into these days that look different 

from what we’ve always known? 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

August 24: Sharon Scripter 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since August 17: 

Bill Burnett 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Family and friends of Jeanne Gage, who died on August 11. View her obituary at https://molnarfuneralhome.com/

tribute/details/18121/Jeanne-Gage/obituary.html.  

….Family and friends of Jean Batts, who died on August 23. Her ashes will be placed in the Memorial Garden at a later 

date.  

Outdoor Worship and Sanctuary Worship: “It’s Not About Me” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Romans 12:9-13, 21) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in honor of students and educators.  

CLC Sermon: Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon: “My Peace I Give You” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (John 14:23-27) 

Sunday, August 30 

….that the Hunger Produce Table is open during Outdoor Worship on Sundays. Please bring any of your home-

grown flowers, veggies, and fruit to the table to donate, or stop by and purchase some flowers, veggies, and fruit for 

yourself! All proceeds go to the Hunger Ministry and will be donated to worthy causes across metro Detroit. 

….that our Cub Scout pack is hosting a Join Scouting Night on Wednesday, September 9 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on 

the Birmingham Campus front lawn. Boys and girls are welcome to join the Cub Scouts. Come see what it’s all about! 

….that it’s time to update college addresses! As our college students are making their college plans, please don’t 

forget to send your student’s fall address to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. Now, more than ever, we want to 

remember them with care packets from the church. Even if they stay home and do online college, we want to include 

them in our mailings. Our plan is to send packets in early October. If you would like to join the volunteer group that 

contributes items to the packet, please contact Sue Smith at sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

….that Brightmoor (RBI) is accepting donations for household items, linens, furniture, appliances, kids’ books, 

toys, and kids’ clothing. Please call Hilary Kristal, Director, at 248-761-4027 or 313-326-4947 to arrange for pick up or 

delivery. Thank you again for your generosity.  

….that the Birmingham Campus building is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. All 

“business” will be done at the Welcome Center desk just inside the main entrance. Face coverings and physical 

distancing are required. The Sanctuary is also open for prayer/meditation during these hours.  

Did You Know 

https://molnarfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/18121/Jeanne-Gage/obituary.html
https://molnarfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/18121/Jeanne-Gage/obituary.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
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You may once again order your favorite Fair Trade products online! Click here 

for an order form and inventory/price list, or find it on our website. Don't see 

the product you are looking for? Contact Lisa Wells at 

lwells@fumcbirmingham.org, and we will try and have it available for our next 

sale! Contactless pick up is at the Welcome Center, inside the main entrance 

off the back parking lot, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 

noon through September 2. 

Fair Trade Products Available Online 

Register now for the CROP Walk on Sunday, September 27. You have three 

choices on how to participate this year: 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk church area 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk your home neighborhood 

• Attend kick-off rally online and walk your home neighborhood 

You are strongly encouraged to register online and have people 

donate online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. Our team 

captain is Bob Feldmaier. Envelopes are also available at Outdoor Worship on Sunday mornings.  

CROP Walk Registration is Open 

It’s time again for Fantasy Football for Missions! The NFL season kicks off on 

Thursday, September 10, so make sure to sign up now for this year’s 

competition. We don’t know how the NFL will fare as they start the season in 

such uncertain times, but we do know that the needs of our partners in 

missions are greater than ever. A $30 donation is all that is required, as 

everything else, including team drafting and lineup management, can be done 

automatically for you (if that is your preference). Most importantly, the full 

100% of proceeds goes directly to Birmingham and Berkley First missions teams to help them help others in this critical 

time of need. Nothing’s better than helping others and having fun at the same time. Please email Mark Adams 

at adams400@aol.com today to get signed up. 

Fantasy Football for Missions 

As our Outdoor Worship Services continue, we need more greeters and 

ushers. Times are different and difficult for many of us. We experience the 

sadness of distancing ourselves from each other. Offering outdoor worship 

services has been very helpful to lower the loneliness quotient! If you can 

volunteer, we know you would enjoy it. These are very easy positions. Please 

consider volunteering for one of the services listed on the SignUpGenius link 

at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-outdoor. We thank you if you have already volunteered as an 

usher or greeter during this time. Questions? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Ushers and Greeters Needed for Outdoor Worship 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/f79ddb09-8b44-4863-8768-8935400b33d9
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi
mailto:adams400@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-outdoor
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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