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The Power of Meekness 
This week and next, back to back national conventions for the Democratic Party and 

Republican Party. Rather than loud, lively gatherings of the party faithful, both 

conventions will be largely virtual events. And yet, even as I write this before either 

convention convenes, I do so confident that both conventions will still be powerful 

assertions of each party’s power and confidence. 

And between the conventions, we will gather for worship. For Sanctuary Worship this 

Sunday, we will wrap up our summer sermon series on the Beatitudes. We are 

concluding with the third beatitude, Matthew 5:5:  

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 

Irony? Serendipity? Providence? I certainly do not think that when Pastor Elbert laid 

out the plan for the summer sanctuary sermon series, he intentionally placed this 

beatitude between the two national political party conventions.    

In such a context, this beatitude—Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth—takes me to Palm Sunday and 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Amid the imperial claims of Rome and expectations for a Messiah 

who would come as a conquering king, between competing claims of Empire no less grand and contrasting than those 

we might experience this week and next, comes Jesus. Riding a donkey. Meek. Humble. Gentle.   

Let’s be honest. Not many of us really think that meek people are the ones most likely to take possession of the earth. 

We want leaders who take charge, who are willing to “kick butt” when needed. They are the ones who will win in the 

end. 

And yet, we claim to be followers of this Jesus who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Jesus turns the world, and our 

lives, upside down. If we believe that God redeems, that God saves, that through God’s saving action in Jesus Christ, 

who we are and what we have is enough, then, perhaps meekness, gentleness and humility might in fact be traits of 

blessing. It is at least an idea worth considering. 

As vitriol goes viral and anxiety levels go off the charts, I encourage you to breathe, to be still, and to listen for God, 

who invites you to gently ground yourself in love, with God, with yourself, and with each other. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

P.S. If you are not already doing so, as schools around the country and in our communities begin a new school year, 

please pray for students, families, teachers, and those who oversee places of learning at every level. Next Sunday, 

across worship experiences, we will have a special time of blessing for our schools, educators and students.    
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Monday, August 17: Bill Burnett, Sharon Scripter 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since August 10: 

Joan Balogh, Jack Conner, Gayle Cunningham, Betty Emmert, Tom Russell 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Susan and Brian Berryman and family on the death of her father, Carter Crompton, on August 7. View his obituary 

at https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/17796327/Carter-Warrick-Crompton. 

….Dennis Day, Heather Catallo and Katie Catallo-Bauman and family on the death of their wife and mother, Sherry 

Gallagher Day, on July 23. View her obituary at https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/detroitnews/obituary.aspx?n=sherry

-day&pid=196602187. 

….Nina Keener and family on the death of her sister, Frances Bellar Groves, on August 10. View her obituary at 

https://www.wilcoxenfuneralhome.com/obituary/frances-groves. 

….the family of former member Karen Mitchell, who died on August 12.  View her obituary at https://www.reynolds-

jonkhoff.com/obituaries/Karen-Mitchell-8/#!/Obituary. 

Outdoor Worship and Sanctuary Worship: Life Upside Down: “The Power of Meekness” – Rev. Shawn Lewis-

Lakin (Matthew 5:5, Psalm 37:1-11) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in celebration of Barb Plants’ birthday by her  

children. 

CLC Sermon: Messy: Dealing With Our Issues: “Going Beyond” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Matthew 5:38-48) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon: “More Than Salvation” – Anika-Kafi Summers (1 Thessalonians 5:1-9) 

Sunday, August 23 

Register now for the CROP Walk on Sunday, September 27. You have 

three choices on how to participate this year: 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk church area 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk your home neighborhood 

• Attend kick-off rally online and walk your home neighborhood 

You are strongly encouraged to register online and have people 

donate online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. Our 

team captain is Bob Feldmaier. Envelopes will also be available at Outdoor Worship on Sunday mornings.  

CROP Walk Registration is Open 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/17796327/Carter-Warrick-Crompton
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/detroitnews/obituary.aspx?n=sherry-day&pid=196602187
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/detroitnews/obituary.aspx?n=sherry-day&pid=196602187
https://www.wilcoxenfuneralhome.com/obituary/frances-groves
https://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com/obituaries/Karen-Mitchell-8/#!/Obituary
https://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com/obituaries/Karen-Mitchell-8/#!/Obituary
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi
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More information and applications are available on the church website.  

Preschool Teacher Assistant….Birmingham First seeks candidates for the part-time position of Teacher Assistant/

Building Floater. Reporting to the Preschool Director, this individual will work with lead Preschool teachers to provide 

a developmentally appropriate, play-based Christian environment. The ideal candidate will possess experience working 

with young children and families, understand child development, and be willing to work five days a week, four hours 

per day. Interested candidates should submit their application to Amy Allen, Preschool Director.  

Middle School Coordinator….Birmingham First seeks candidates for the part-time position (20 hours per week) of 

Middle School Coordinator, reporting directly to the Pastor of Children and Family Ministries. The ideal candidate will 

possess the ability to work within a wide range of social media platforms and the ability to work with various data 

bases. Their responsibility will be to support middle school students in their journey to know, love and serve God 

through creation of a monthly newsletter and working in support of Sunday School teachers, as well as mission 

activities, youth retreats, and summer programs and activities. Interested candidates should submit their application to 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Pastor of Children and Family Ministries.  

Employment Opportunities 

Drive Thru Flu Vaccination Clinic 

On Sunday, September 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, Birmingham First will offer drive 

thru flu shots, administered by Michigan Community VNA.  A link to the online paperless 

registration will be available by late August in Steeple Notes and on the church website.  

These insurances will be accepted: BCBS (except TEA prefix), BCN, Medicare and Medicare 

Advantage plans, HAP (except CIGNA), Priority Health, and Physician Health Plan. Cost 

without insurance: $35.00 cash or check payable to Michigan Community Wellness VNA. 

Sponsored by First Nurses and Caring Ministries. 

You may once again order your favorite Fair Trade products online! Click here 

for an order form and inventory/price list, or find it on our website. Don't see 

the product you are looking for? Contact Lisa Wells at 

lwells@fumcbirmingham.org, and we will try and have it available for our next 

sale! Contactless pick up is at the Welcome Center, inside the main entrance 

off the back parking lot, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 

noon, August 19 through September 2. 

Fair Trade Products Available Online 

It’s Time to Update College Addresses 

As our college students are making their college plans, please don’t forget to send your 

student’s fall address to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. Now, more than ever, we want to 

remember them with care packets from the church. Even if they stay home and do online 

college, we want to include them in our mailings. Our plan is send the first packet in early 

October. If you would like to join the volunteer group that contributes items to the packet, 

please contact Sue Smith at sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:aallen@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/f79ddb09-8b44-4863-8768-8935400b33d9
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn—Sunday, July 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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