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Finding	God	in	the	Gardens	
This summer has been a beau ful me to find ourselves outdoors. On many days at our 
Birmingham First campus, I find myself spending some me walking around outside the 
building and enjoying the variety of gardens at the church. Each me, I’m cap vated by a 
flower, a shrub, a sculpture, or a tree that I haven’t no ced in past walks. Whether it’s 
standing on the front lawn under the elm or si ng in the Memorial Garden, walking by 
beau ful blue hydrangeas, or kneeling near the cross in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship 
Center, there is always something that seems to speak to me anew. I con nue to find 
God in these gardens. 

I’m so thankful for the diligent work of our Landscape Ministry team over these past 
several months. Their chairperson, Jane Carvell, and many volunteers have con nued to 
keep our gardens looking spectacular in these days of physical distancing. As we gather 
together on Sundays on the front lawn, we cannot help but no ce their beauty.  Even if 
you are worshipping from home, I hope that you find some me during the week to stop 
by and walk through the gardens at this campus. 

There is something about the way that God uses gardens to speak to us, isn’t there? In the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve 
had strayed, God came looking for them in the garden when they hid. Can you imagine it? They actually thought they could hide 
from God. Yet, God con nued to reach out in love to them. 

On the night before mee ng with death, Jesus prayed with some disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane. In the garden, he prayed 
for us and for our world as he prepared to offer his life to bring life to us. At a garden tomb, Jesus met Mary and revealed the 
power of God’s love. Right there, in the garden, she discovered resurrec on was real and new life was possible. The Savior is risen, 
indeed! 

In Revela on, we discover the tree of life in the middle of the city. The garden is found among us and has once again become the 
place where we dwell. Life is lived between the Garden of Eden and the Garden of Eternal life where God is constantly reaching out 
to us, offering healing, restora on, and life. 

Whether you’re walking around your gardens at home, passing by a neighbor’s garden, or strolling through the gardens, may you 
discover anew in these days the presence of the One who con nues to meet us in the garden, offering hope and life in Jesus Christ. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 
Senior Pastor 
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Our	Church	Family	
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 
Monday, August 10: Betty Emmert, Jack Conner, Tom Russell, Sharon Scripter 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Thank you to all who sent cards, phoned, and especially prayed for Fred and me 
during his recent cancer struggle and passing. Your support was and is palpable and effective. We still have no plans 
for a memorial service. Blessings to all and deep gratitude. —D’Ann Rohrbach 

“And he took them into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the families of the 
following children and adults who were recently baptized: 

August 2 at Berkley First: Connor Kay Whitten 

August 5 at Berkley First: Wyatt Abram Ramanauskas 

August 9 at Birmingham First: Amanda Byrd, Robert Michael Decker, Jacob Nelson Simon 

Loose Change for Hunger….August 16 has been designated as Hunger Sunday and all loose change in the offering 
will be credited to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering this 
Sunday. For checks and bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. All donations go toward hunger relief. 
Thank you for your support.  

Hunger	Sunday	

Outdoor Worship: Life Upside Down: “The Fruit of Mercy” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 5:7, 18:21-22) 

Sanctuary Worship:  Life Upside Down: “The Fruit of Mercy” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 5:7, 18:21-22)  

 The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of Donald Hufford by the 
Hufford family. 

 The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Harold Stanton by his children and grandchildren.  

CLC Sermon: Messy: Dealing With Our Issues: “Lean in the Emotions” – Rev. Rachael Dunlap (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 
Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 
Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon: I Am With You: “Nothing Can Separate Us” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Romans 8:35-39) 

Sunday,	August	16	

CROP Walk….Sunday, September 27. You will have three choices on how to participate:  

1. Attend kick-off rally at church and walk in the church area.  
2. Attend kick-off rally at church and walk in your home neighborhood.  
3. Attend kick-off rally online and walk your home neighborhood. 

More details to follow.  

CROP	Walk—Save	the	Date	
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More information and applications are available on the church website.  

Preschool Teacher Assistant….Birmingham First seeks candidates for the part-time position of Teacher Assistant/
Building Floater. Reporting to the Preschool Director, this individual will work with lead Preschool teachers to provide 
a developmentally appropriate, play-based Christian environment. The ideal candidate will possess experience working 
with young children and families, understand child development, and be willing to work five days a week, four hours 
per day. Interested candidates should submit their application to Amy Allen, Preschool Director.  

Middle School Coordinator….Birmingham First seeks candidates for the part-time position (20 hours per week) of 
Middle School Coordinator, reporting directly to the Pastor of Children and Family Ministries. The ideal candidate will 
possess the ability to work within a wide range of social media platforms and the ability to work with various data 
bases. Their responsibility will be to support middle school students in their journey to know, love and serve God 
through creation of a monthly newsletter and working in support of Sunday School teachers, as well as mission 
activities, youth retreats, and summer programs and activities. Interested candidates should submit their application to 
Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Pastor of Children and Family Ministries.  

Employment	Opportunities	

You are invited to join the 2020 Desert Sisters Zoom retreat, 
Storycatchers: Returning to Our Roots, September 15 and 16! The 
Desert Sisters retreat offers women an opportunity to slow down, 
breathe deeply, and cultivate a more intimate relationship with God and 
self in the company of friends, new and old. During our 2020 retreat you 
will explore the roots of your life and faith, be encouraged to attend to 
your life story, and invited to live more deeply-rooted and centered in 
the exquisite woman God created and continues to create today. You are 
a woman who is uniquely rooted to serve and grow God’s kingdom in this time and place!  

For more information and a registration form, check the church website. The registration deadline has been extended 
to August 17. If you have questions, send an email to Sarah Hescheles at sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We 
hope you will say, “yes” to this Desert Sisters journey! 

Desert	Sisters	Zoom	Retreat		

Drive	Thru	Flu	Vaccination	Clinic	
On Sunday, September 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, Birmingham First will offer drive 
thru flu shots, administered by Michigan Community VNA.  A link to the online paperless 
registration will be available by late August in Steeple Notes and on the church website.  

These insurances will be accepted: BCBS (except TEA prefix), BCN, Medicare and Medicare 
Advantage plans, HAP (except CIGNA), Priority Health, and Physician Health Plan. Cost 
without insurance: $35.00 cash or check payable to Michigan Community Wellness VNA. 
Sponsored by First Nurses and Caring Ministries. 



We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 
Outdoor Worship on the front lawn—Sunday, July 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 
Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 
Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 
Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  
Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 
Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 
Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248‐646‐1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis‐Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ri er, Pastors Emeri  

Our Purpose:  
To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 
 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 
 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 
 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 
Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  


