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Keep Making Peace 
What an amazing community of faith you are at Birmingham and Berkley First! On 

Tuesday, in the midst of election day, 60 people came together to donate 68 pints 

of blood in our Christian Life Center. In a time when there is so much over which 

our world is divided, you came together in a powerful way to save as many as 200 

lives. Thank you for being the Church, for saving lives, and for transforming our 

communities and the world in these important days. Many thanks also to Sue Smith 

for her leadership to make our blood drive such a success! 

[Jesus said,] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God.” (Matthew 5:9, NRSV) 

Perhaps these words ring out as the cry of our hearts more so in these days than in 

other times in our lives. In a divided world with divided communities and even divided families, it’s hard to escape the 

strong disagreements that happen in our lives and in our world these days. One election has been completed and there 

is another coming in November. It doesn’t look promising that the deep political divide is lessening any day soon. 

I don’t know about you, but most folks that I know don’t like conflict at all in their lives. We especially don’t like it in 

our homes, in our churches, or in our social circles. Some people work to “keep the peace” at all costs. We “bite our 

tongues” or we “turn the other cheek.” In many cases, we just walk away. 

As faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, however, are we called to a ministry of “peacekeeping” or “peacemaking”? What is 

the difference between the two? Can we be faithful peacemakers? 

While the path of peacemaking is not so simple as keeping quiet, avoiding conflict, or just walking away, Jesus believed 

that we can have difficult conversations and stay in relationship with one another. This Sunday in our online worship 

from the Sanctuary, we’ll explore how we might engage in faithful conversations while continuing to care for our 

relationships with one another. We can value issues of faith and life while valuing our life together at the same time. I 

hope you’ll join me as we explore Jesus’ path to “Keep Making Peace” when we’re experiencing Life Upside Down. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Monday, August 3: Jack Conner, Betty Emmert 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Pamela Morgan, who died on 

July 7. View her obituary at https://www.gramerfuneralhome.com/obituary/pamela-morgan. 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….I want to thank all my dear church friends for their cards, calls and prayers during 

my illness. I am blessed to be a member of a church that is so caring. —Ruth Littleton  

Outdoor Worship: Messy: Dealing With Our Issues: “Living with Integrity” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Matthew 5:13-16) 

Sanctuary Worship:  Life Upside Down: “Keep Making Peace” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 5:9; 18:15-20)  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of George Garabedian by Diane, 

David, Susan, Dawson, Taylor, Danielle and Alexandra Garabedian and Gary, Diane and Skyler Miettunen. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Geri Dunkle in remembrance of Dan Dunkle and Vande Grewer, their devotion to 

SOS, and in prayer for all homeless persons.  

CLC Sermon: Messy: Dealing With Our Issues: “Living with Integrity” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Matthew 5:13-16) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon: I Am With You: “To the End of the Age” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Matthew 28:16-20) 

Sunday, August 9 

Good maintenance is a key component of having appropriate spaces available for all the missions of our church 

buildings. We take “Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.” seriously – especially doors! You have supported the 

projects below and more through your pledges to the Home Fires Fund. Total cost of these projects: $52,100!  

Air Conditioning for the Children’s Center (2015) ADA accessible restroom door openers (2018)   

CLC Carpet Replacement (2016)  Computer Upgrades, administrative (2019)  

Parsonage hot water heater replacement (2017)  

When replacing items and making improvements to our church facilities, commercial grade materials that meet 

stringent code requirements are needed. Whenever your Trustees spend these funds, they do so with the utmost care. 

THANK YOU! Your support of the Home Fires Fund make all these and more possible.  

A Home Fires Note from Your Trustees 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on August 30 and September 6. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie at 

office@fumcbirmingham.org for more information or to reserve a date. 

….that the Hunger Ministry Produce Table is back at church (outdoors!) on Sundays from 9:30-11:00 a.m. through 

October. Please bring any of your home-grown flowers, veggies, and fruit to the table to donate, or stop by 

and purchase something for yourself! Be sure to wear a mask and practice proper social distancing when you come to 

visit. All proceeds will be donated to worthy causes across metro Detroit. To help at the Produce Table, click here.  

Did You Know 

https://www.gramerfuneralhome.com/obituary/pamela-morgan
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084faea62da75-produce
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Staffing Updates 

We extend congratulations to Kim Fitzgerald as she leave our church staff to take a new full-time position. We are 

grateful for her eight years of service with us as an office receptionist and pray for her as she begins a new chapter in 

her life. We will surely miss her cheerful presence. 

Our Middle School Coordinator, Petrina Hone, has stepped away from her job at Birmingham First and is attending 

to family needs in the midst of COVID-19. We are extremely sad to see her go, but understand this is a difficult time 

and there are hard choices everywhere we turn. She has been incredibly steadfast and important to our ministry team 

and students. Thank you, Petrina, for the ways you’ve been present, creative, and a key part of our Student Ministry 

team, especially during this year of transition. Stay tuned for announcements regarding a celebration for her. 

More information and applications are available on the church website.  

Preschool Teacher Assistant….Birmingham First seeks candidates for the part-time position of Teacher Assistant/

Building Floater. Reporting to the Preschool Director, this individual will work with lead Preschool teachers to provide 

a developmentally appropriate, play-based Christian environment. The ideal candidate will possess experience working 

with young children and families, understand child development, and be willing to work five days a week, four hours 

per day. Interested candidates should submit their application to Amy Allen, Preschool Director.  

Middle School Coordinator….Birmingham First seeks candidates for the part-time position (20 hours per week) of 

Middle School Coordinator, reporting directly to the Pastor of Children and Family Ministries. The ideal candidate will 

possess the ability to work within a wide range of social media platforms and the ability to work with various data 

bases. Their responsibility will be to support middle school students in their journey to know, love and serve God 

through creation of a monthly newsletter and working in support of Sunday School teachers, as well as mission 

activities, youth retreats, and summer programs and activities. Interested candidates should submit their application to 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Pastor of Children and Family Ministries.  

Employment Opportunities 

You are invited to join the 2020 Desert Sisters Zoom retreat, 

Storycatchers: Returning to Our Roots, September 15 and 16! The 

Desert Sisters retreat offers women an opportunity to slow down, 

breathe deeply, and cultivate a more intimate relationship with God and 

self in the company of friends, new and old. During our 2020 retreat you 

will explore the roots of your life and faith, be encouraged to attend to 

your life story, and invited to live more deeply-rooted and centered in 

the exquisite woman God created and continues to create today. You are 

a woman who is uniquely rooted to serve and grow God’s kingdom in this time and place!  

For more information and a registration form, check the church website. If you have questions, send an email to Sarah 

Hescheles at sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope you will say, “yes” to this Desert Sisters journey! 

Desert Sisters Zoom Retreat  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:aallen@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/desert-sisters-retreat-2020
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn—Sunday, July 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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