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How does anyone follow a set of testimonies like those of our young people this morning? 

Casey, I should have taken the beginning and introduced this time rather than trying to follow 

their stories. They are your sermon, friends. This is the message that they’ve been living all week 

long. These young people are my heroes in the faith. 

 

Every morning that I came in this past week, I could see young adults walking up and down the 

hallways with masks on. Out here on the front lawn, they were busy putting up canopies to create 

a camp experience for our children and youth. We also had a variety of more experienced 

volunteers helping out to make Choir Camp such a success this year. Our amazing staff from 

Children, Student, and Family Ministries shared so much of who they are this week. And where 

would we be without our lay and clergy staff who continue to provide their time and gifts, as 

well? 

 

And Casey and Doris…these two are our heroes. Today wouldn’t have been possible without 

their creativity and their willingness to work through every obstacle and to think through as 

many scenarios as possible to keep our kids, volunteers, and staff safe. 

 

This week, my friends, I saw high school seniors like we heard this morning mentoring younger 

children and making them feel included in the same ways that they felt included by older 

mentors through the years here. 

 

Choir Camp is not simply a program that we put on each year. Sure, it’s a fun-filled, exciting 

week. But it really is about so much more. It is a way of life that you are teaching. Choir Camp is 

all about teaching our children and youth to walk together and to live together as Jesus did with 

his disciples. This week is all about living a faith that leaves no one out, but makes all feel 

included. Choir Ccamp is an experience where children, youth, and even adult staff and 

volunteers encounter God. 

 

Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” We have seen God here in this 

place, under the shade of this tree, all week long. In the love that these campers have for one 
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another, in their care for each other, and in their desire to be at church, we have seen God in their 

eyes, in their actions, and in their lives this week. 

 

Pay attention, friends, because this is what it means to be the Church. We are the body of Christ.  

I don’t know about you, friends, but there are days in these times when I’ve gotten caught up in 

one too many arguments, or one too many news stories, or the words of one too many family 

members, friends or politicians, and I’ve found myself asking, “Oh, Lord, where are you?” Do 

you ever feel like that? 

 

This week, however, young people came here each and every day, and those of us who walked 

this campus were able to see the face of God in the faces of these young people. 

 

The prophet Micah once proclaimed, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Choir Camp is all about an opportunity to 

experience the God who walks with us each and every day, among the faces of the community of 

faith. 

 

If you’re finding it difficult to see God in these days, where are you looking? When life is turned 

upside down and we find ourselves standing on our heads, we may need to adjust our focus. The 

pure in heart are blessed because they seek God with all that they are. It doesn’t mean that they 

don’t falter or fail or even struggle to see God at work in the world. Jesus, however, is reminding 

us that God will not disappoint. Rather, God promises to show up. 

 

This is who God is. God shows up when we come together even when we feel as if our world has 

been turned upside down. God shows up in the places that we least expect. God shows up when 

we can’t tell up from down in the faces of our young people, in the love with which we care for 

one another, in the experiences we provide in this sacred community, in this sacred space.  

 

God shows up and we are not left disappointed. I know, because I came out here looking for God 

this week, and I discovered God in the ways that our young people cared for one another. I saw 

God in this sacred space. Where are you looking for God this morning in this upside-down 

world? God is found as we look around us. 

 


