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Voices of New Life 
“This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to believe 

what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.” These words of the 

famous hymnwriter, Brian Wren, have always rung deeply within my own soul and 

spirit whenever I found myself stepping into a new moment in life. They have often 

called out a courage for me to embrace the opportunities that lie before us. 

This week, as I watched several of our youth choirs gather on our campus for 

Choir Camp, these words were ringing in my head yet again. Young people were 

practicing social distancing, as they wore masks and were guided by hula-hoops, 

pool noodles, and faithful monitors who watched to help them in a new experience 

of choir day camp. It sure was different than anything we’ve ever done before. 

Watching them for a few moments, however, you could still sense the same excitement to be together and to share 

with one another, even if from a distance. So much that was new and different, but the life in each of them was still 

spilling into the souls of all who saw them out there together. 

In times of change and transition, it can be so easy for us to focus only on what we’ve lost or what we’re losing that we 

miss out on what this time could also bring to us. Standing there, I gave thanks for the opportunity to hear excited 

voices and joy even in these days of distance. Mask-covered faces couldn’t hide the smiles that were underneath 

because I could hear those smiles as I listened across the front lawn. 

This week is traditionally Choir Camp Sunday at our Birmingham First Campus. While worship looks different in so 

many ways in these days, this Sunday we plan to gather and livestream from our front lawn so that we can hear 

together the stories of our some of our youth as we do each year. I plan to listen carefully, that we might believe again 

“what love is bringing” to this generation through the ministries of our church. 

Wren ends his hymn with “Christ is alive and goes before us to show and share what love can do. This is a day of new 

beginnings; our God is making all things new.” Whether you join us online or on the front lawn with your own chair, I 

can’t wait to hear the voices of new life that are coming out of Birmingham and Berkley First this week. I know that 

they’ll change the world. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Monday, July 20: Ruth Littleton, Jim Myers 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….family and friends of Cornelia Schulz, who died on July 14. View her obituary at https://

www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Cornelia-Aunt-Connie-Schulz?obId=17396236#/obituaryInfo. 

….Gordon and Susan Jagger and family on the death of his sister, Sheila M. Jagger, on July 14. View her obituary at 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/madison-heights-mi/sheila-jagger-9262674. 

….Sharon Bonsall and family on the death of her husband, Jim, on July 16. A memorial service will be held at a later 

date. View his obituary at https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/James-Jacob-Bonsall?obId=17399104#/

obituaryInfo.  

….Laurie Anger and family on the death of her mother, Anne G. (Annie-G) McKellar, on July 19 in Hudson, Ohio. 

View her obituary at https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/17482894/Anne-Richardson-McKellar. 

Outdoor Worship: Choir Camp Sunday. Life Upside Down: “Focal Adjustment” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Micah 6:8, 

Matthew 5:8) 

Sanctuary Worship: Livestreamed from Outdoor Worship for Choir Camp Sunday.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Jim and Robyn Campagne and family in honor of 

the Music Ministry and 25 years of Choir Camp. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Jim and Linda Wilson in honor of their grandchildren: Abby and David Uhrig and Reed 

and Anna Boff.  

CLC Sermon: “What’s in a Name?” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Matthew 16:13-19) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon: I Am With You: “Among the Lions” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Daniel 6:16-23) 

Sunday, July 26 

Very Best Sing-along 
Join us for an evening singing along to VBS music videos from  

years past on Saturday, August 1 at 6:00 p.m. in the Birmingham  

First parking lot.  

This outdoor family sing-along is a free event. Donations for 

Methodist Children’s home accepted. More details coming soon. 

Online registration is now open. Space is limited to comply with the 

Michigan Social Distancing Guidelines. Families will be asked to 

social distance from other families. Adult supervision required. 

https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Cornelia-Aunt-Connie-Schulz?obId=17396236#/obituaryInfo
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Cornelia-Aunt-Connie-Schulz?obId=17396236#/obituaryInfo
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/madison-heights-mi/sheila-jagger-9262674
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/James-Jacob-Bonsall?obId=17399104#/obituaryInfo
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/James-Jacob-Bonsall?obId=17399104#/obituaryInfo
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/17482894/Anne-Richardson-McKellar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=2901
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We are transitioning the 2020 Desert Sisters Retreat from Northport Bay Retreat House  

to an online experience, September 15-16, led by Sarah Hescheles and Gwen Moore. 

Registration for Storycatchers: Returning to Our Roots is now open for all 

women who want to join this online retreat.  

For more information and a registration form, check the church website. Please 

register by August 7. If you have questions, send an email to Sarah Hescheles at 

sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com.  

We hope you will choose to join the Desert Sisters journey this autumn as we 

deepen our experience of God and explore our faith in the company of women.  

Desert Sisters Retreat Goes Online 

….that Outdoor Worship Continues on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bring your lawn chair 

and mask and join us on the front lawn at Birmingham First for our weekly outdoor worship 

services. The service will be cancelled in case of inclement weather, in which case a notice 

will be posted on the church website on Sundays by 8:00 a.m.   

….that Berkley First has Outdoor Worship, too! Grab your lawn chair and mask and 

join us for outdoor worship at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, July 22, August 5, and August 

19. We'll meet outside the Berkley Community Center at 2400 Robina Avenue. More 

information about the service and safety guidelines are available at BerkleyFirst.org.  

….that the Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord during times of 

celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered prayers, family members in the military 

returning home, births, marriages and other special events. Contact Lisa Marsh at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or  

248-646-6407 ext. 3160. 

Did You Know 

Critical Blood Shortage 

We need your help! The blood supply is at an all-time low…over 

4,000 blood drives have been cancelled and 60,000 pints not 

collected. Now, more than ever, we need to be the church.  

Birmingham First, along with Versiti (Michigan Blood), a non-profit 

organization, will be hosting a blood drive in the Christian Life 

Center on Tuesday, August 4 from 12:00 to 7:00 p.m. Sign up for  

a time to donate at https://bit.ly/2WrnORs or call Sue Smith at  

248-730-3040. 

All CDC safety standards will be followed. Please bring your own face mask. See the church website for more details. 

Give Blood; Give Life.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/desert-sisters-retreat-2020
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
https://bit.ly/2WrnORs
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn—Sunday, July 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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