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Blessed and Mourning 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”   

Matthew 5:4 

No alarm clock. Sleeping until I wake up on my own. A deep breath, inhaling deeply, 

taking in God’s gift of a new day. Warm black coffee. A chance to be still and silent.  A 

couple of eggs over easy. Sitting with Barb, watching the morning news (that has been 

recorded so I need not worry about what time I wake). Views of the lake. Watching the 

birds and boats pass by.    

That pretty much describes how I experience blessed and morning going together. But, 

alas, I have my homophones confused. Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they shall be comforted.” Blessed and morning I can grasp, even enjoy. How blessed and 

mourning go together is a bit more difficult to fathom.  

This summer our sanctuary sermon series is exploring the Beatitudes, the eight blessings recounted by Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel According to Matthew. Our focus this week is on the second Beatitude, in which 

Jesus proclaims that those who mourn are blessed. 

We live in a society which equates blessing with success, with triumph, with wealth. We sing “Hail to the Victors.” We 

celebrate those whose “specialty is winning.” And then we read the Beatitudes, these sayings of Jesus that turn the 

world upside down as they associate being blessed with the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, and yes, those who mourn.    

Could it be that mourning encompasses more than what we would typically characterize as grief, our sense of loss 

when someone or something we hold dear is no longer physically present with us? To grieve is to experience loss. It is 

inevitable. To mourn is to know that such loss is not what God intends and to long, ache, cry out for that day when 

“death shall be no more...when the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:4).    

Could it be that part of our identity as those who have been baptized into God’s promise is that we are those who 

mourn, who cry out with tears longing for the day when God’s promise is fully realized for all—ALL—of God’s people?  

Could it be that when we understand blessing and mourning, they may indeed go together just as certainly as blessing 

and morning may (so long as there is no alarm clock). 

Whether you join me as I offer the online sanctuary sermon this week (premiered at 9:30 a.m. and also available for 

later viewing through our website, www.fumcbirmingham.org) or gather on the front lawn to hear Pastor Susie bring 

our 9:30 a.m. outdoor service message, I trust that in our worship we will draw close to God. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/sermons-2020
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Monday, July 13: Ruth Littleton, Molly Wetzel 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….former members Dave and Barb Graham and family on the death of their daughter, Amy Graham, on July 5. 

….Geneen Boker and family on the death of her son, Terry Boker, on July 9. His funeral was held on Tuesday. View 

his obituary at: https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/Terence-Boker/#!/Obituary. 

“And he took them into his arms and blessed them….” At Birmingham First, Henry Thomas Gunnells and 

Theodore Thomas Casazza were baptized on July 12. At Berkley First, Teresa Beamish was baptized on July 7 and 

Abigail Roberta Cousins on July 12. Our congratulations are shared with all.  

Outdoor Worship Sermon: “Reflecting Our Beloved-ness” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Colossians 3:12-14) 

Sanctuary Sermon: Life Upside Down: “Blessed and Mourning” – Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin (Matthew 5:4) 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Sjoerd Dijkstra and Lon Bone in honor of 

their 5th wedding anniversary. 

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Joyce Stanton by her children and grandchildren.  

CLC Sermon: “Reflecting Our Beloved-ness” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Colossians 3:12-14) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon: I Am With You: “In the Fire” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Daniel 3:13-25) 

Sunday, July 19 

Anika-Kafi Summers is interning with Birmingham and Berkley First for the next six months. 

She is a second-year student on the Elder track at the Methodist Theological School of 

Ohio or MTSO. She is also a member of Central United Methodist Church in Detroit.  

Her path to ministry has been a winding road. She is the daughter of a now retired United 

Methodist minister from the West Ohio Conference, and swore that the ministry was not 

for her. However, God had other plans. She earned a Masters of Education degree in 

Higher Education and Student Personnel. After a decade of working in several large and 

midsize colleges and universities, she did not believe she was making the right kind of 

impact. She took the time to be a full-time mother, then became employed at Eastern 

Market Partnership. 

Now, along with this internship, she is a full-time seminarian, she and husband Brent are busy with three kids (Ella, 

Nate and Natasha), and she continues working full-time at Eastern Market Partnership. She plans to be successful—one 

day at a time and with prayers. If you'd like to get to know her a bit more, check out her introductory video.  

Welcoming our Seminary Intern 

https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/Terence-Boker/#!/Obituary
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kf1fvzXmHM2CyQ2vhUstDabHtbJhInctwa8zgQ9bLHBHwA9owGFHU4UwiOYm7JpUUCkgdH5zIb99p0Q2syCy6gfhAaR_GFMOaAl7oz8tI-nJoigySX1z3p88HCZtFYKR-yPiPYaGyq037Jf3z_XfL08-BfGNfUXtFbWh
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Did You Know 

….that Outdoor Worship Continues on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Bring your lawn chair and mask and join us on 

the front lawn at Birmingham First for our weekly outdoor worship services. The service will be cancelled in case of 

inclement weather, in which case a notice will be posted on the church website on Sundays by 8:00 a.m.   

….that the Altar Flowers are available on July 26. Please contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org for 

more information. Cost: $60. 

….that the Produce Table is taking a break until August 2.  

Very Best Sing-along 
Join us for an evening singing along to VBS music videos from  

years past on Saturday, August 1 at 6:00 p.m. in the Birmingham  

First parking lot.  

This outdoor family sing-along is a free event. Donations for 

Methodist Children’s home accepted. More details coming soon. 

Online registration is now open. Space is limited to comply with 

the Michigan Social Distancing Guidelines. Families will be asked to 

social distance from other families. Adult supervision required. 

We are transitioning the 2020 Desert Sisters Retreat from Northport Bay Retreat House to an 

online experience, September 15-16, led by Sarah Hescheles and Gwen Moore. Registration for 

Storycatchers: Returning to Our Roots is now open for all women who want to join this 

online retreat. For more information and a registration form, please check the church 

website. Please register by August 7. If you have questions, please send an email to Sarah 

Hescheles at sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope you will choose to join the 

Desert Sisters journey this autumn as we deepen our experience of God and explore our 

faith in the company of women.  

Desert Sisters Retreat Goes Online 

Ever wonder how major maintenance items for the churches and parsonages are supported? Your contributions to the 

Home Fires Fund allow us to plan for and complete needed projects and upgrades for our facilities. Many of these 

items are important but unnoticed. Others are completed to support the mission of the church and its activities. Some 

examples include:  

Flat roof repairs (2015) Sanctuary sound system improvements (2018) 

Sidewalk repairs (2016) Worship live stream upgrades (2019)  

East hallway floor tile replacement (2017)  Berkley drinking fountain replacements (2020)  

Total cost of the projects above: $155,000! Whenever your Trustees spend these funds, they are careful to obtain 

multiple bids on items to purchase and work to be performed. THANK YOU! Your support of the Home Fires Fund 

makes all these and more possible.  

A Home Fires Note from Your Trustees 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=2901
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/desert-sisters-retreat-2020
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/desert-sisters-retreat-2020
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
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Congregational Survey Update 

Thank you to all who participated in our recent congregational survey. Your input will be used as we continue to refine 

our worship services and programming to provide the best possible experiences during this time. Your responses 

indicated a strong appreciation for a cautious and deliberate phased re-entry plan. Below is a snapshot of some off the 

key information from the survey:  

Number of participants: 511 

Primary place of worship prior to the stay-at-home orders: 

           85% Birmingham Campus 

           13% Berkley Campus 

           2%   Worshiped online or found us after the stay-at-home orders were in place  

59% of respondents indicated that they considered themselves or someone in their home to be in an “at risk” 

category. 

81% responded that they predicted they would not feel comfortable returning to indoor worship until Fall 2020 or 

later. 

60% of respondents indicated they were either more likely or very much more likely to attend a service outdoors 

rather than indoors. 

72% of respondents indicated they were more likely or very much more likely to attend a service with strict social 

distancing. 

67% indicated that they were more likely or very much more likely to attend a service where face masks were 

required. 

41% indicated that no singing or spoken congregational responses would make them less likely or much less likely to 

attend a worship service.  

The clergy and staff of Birmingham First are grateful for the many comments that expressed gratitude and support for 

the many ways our church has been able to remain in vital ministry during this crisis. We echo that gratitude to our 

many volunteers who share their time and to so many of you whose financial gifts empower so many transformational 

ministries in these days. Thank you as well for the thoughtful critiques and suggestions that help us move towards being 

more effective in our ministry and outreach. Together, we continue to be the church! 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 


