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Dreaming 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men [persons] are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

These powerful words from The Declaration of Independence stand out in our 

minds each year as we approach our Independence Day celebrations. They 

represented the assertions as well as the hopes and dreams of our founders for 

what should be possibilities for all persons in this great land. In fact, they have 

remained the hopes and dreams for generations since the time they were enshrined 

in this declaration to the King of England. 

Through the years since, however, we work to live out those words for one 

another. We strive to ensure that those unalienable rights are protected for one another rather than at one another’s 

expense when we ask how we might care for the common good in our midst. Our task remains to live out these 

dreams more fully each day. 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are 

one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28) St. Paul shared these words dreaming of the blessed community that they and we 

are called to be as the body of Christ. We know, however, how far we have yet to see this vision realized in our world 

today and especially in the very body of Christ where brokenness and division continue among us. 

Living the dreams that inspired us to form the nation are not always easy. Living out the dreams of being the blessed 

community of faith makes us most certainly a work in progress on any given day. Dreams are worth the effort to see 

them realized more fully each day. Even as those who’ve gone before us took up the mantle to see dreams come to 

fruition, there was always more work to be done. What remains our mantle to pick up today? Do we have the courage 

to pick it up to see the dream become that much more real for one another? Will those who follow be inspired to 

continue the work because of how we lived today? 

I pray it may be so. Let us work together so that it may be so. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. Online or on the front lawn, I’m looking forward to joining you for worship this week at Birmingham First. If you’re 

coming to the front lawn, don’t forget to wear your mask. It’s how we care for one another! 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Monday, June 29: Dick Cummings, Ruth Littleton 

Our Blessings are shared with Taylor Abbott and Joseph Vlasic II following their marriage on June 13.   

….that we are closed on Friday, July 3 and Monday, July 6 for the Independence Day holiday. 

Emails and phone calls may not be returned until Tuesday. As always, if you have an 

emergency that requires a pastor, you can call the church office to get the pastor-on-call 

phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage you to use this 

number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need 

urgent pastoral care. 

….that the Hunger Produce Table will be back at church (outdoors!) starting Sunday, July 12 

from 9:30-11:00 a.m. and continuing on Sundays through October. Please bring any of your 

home-grown flowers, veggies, and fruit to the table to donate, or stop by and purchase some flowers, veggies, and fruit 

for yourself! Please be sure to wear a mask and practice proper social distancing when you come to visit. All proceeds 

go to the Hunger Ministry and will be donated to worthy causes across metro Detroit. 

….that free copies of the July/August Upper Room devotional booklets are available at the church. Stop by during our 

“open hours” or pick up a copy from the bin outside the main entrance. Large print copies are also available.   

….that because of current COVID restrictions and guidelines, the church will not be accepting nor lending any used 

medical equipment for the foreseeable future. Once we are more fully operational, we will review that policy and 

announce a new one in Steeple Notes.  

….that in order to keep our records up to date, we need to hear from you! We cannot change addresses, phone 

numbers, names or e-mails without your help. If you have adult children with an address other than yours, we need to 

know that, too. Please help us keep current by sharing new information! Contact Karen Porter at 248-646-6407, ext. 

3126 or kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Did You Know 

Outdoor Worship Sermon: Look at Me: “Dream—Under Construction” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Galatians 3:26-28) 

Sanctuary Sermon: Look at Me: “Dream—Under Construction” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Galatians 3:26-28 ) 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Lon Bone in loving memory of his mother, 

Marjorie L. Bone. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Andrew Jack Tauscher, born June 19 to Andy and Ashley 

Tauscher. Proud grandparents are Dick and Cyndi Cummings. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett in loving memory of her father, Bruce Pickett.  

CLC Sermon: The Big 3: “Second Chances” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Ephesians 4:20-32) 

Berkley Sermon: House Church: “Chained and Freed” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Acts 12:1-11) 

Sunday, July 5 

mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
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Hunger and Missions are sponsoring another Food/Supply Drive as the needs are still great. It is going to focus on two 

of our church’s significant partners, Baldwin Center in Pontiac and Redford Brightmoor Initiative in Detroit. The 

following items can be dropped off in the bins at the Main Entrance door at the Birmingham Campus through Sunday, 

July 12: 

Brown bags  

Ziploc bags 

Wax paper  

Peanut butter and jelly 

Snacks and cookies  

Bottled water 

Diapers and formula  

Non-perishable food 

Cleaning supplies  

Paper products: toilet paper, paper towels, and tissue  

Personal care items such as toothpaste/shampoo/soap 

Let’s Have Another Food/Supply Drive! 

Worship on the Lawn—Sunday, July 5 at 9:30 a.m. 

Grab your lawn chair and mask and join us on the front 

lawn at Birmingham First for our first outdoor worship 

service. There will be music, an inspiring message, and 

prepackaged communion! The service begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Parking and Access: The circle drive off Pleasant Street 

is reserved for handicap parking. Parking there is very 

limited. Others should enter the main parking lot from 

Pleasant Street; the east entrance off Maple will be blocked. 

Parking on the east side of the building can be accessed 

from the main parking lot until the east lot is full. Please 

park in the main parking lot unless it is difficult for you to walk to the front lawn. When you park in the main parking 

lot, walk to the front lawn by going around the Christian Life Center. Access will not be available through the building.  

Precautions: The lawn will be marked to indicate socially-distanced seating. Please bring your own blanket or lawn 

chair. For everyone’s safety, we ask that facial coverings be worn. Click here to review our health screening questions 

before arrival. 

We understand that for many, our online worship services continue to be the safest option. Those will continue at 

9:30 a.m. each Sunday. Online or on the front lawn, we look forward to seeing you on Sunday! We're blessed to have 

you as a part of the Birmingham and Berkley First family of faith.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/30143919/Health-Screening-Questions.pdf


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn—Sunday, July 5 at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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