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Risk 
The other day, I was reading several articles and charts that were assessing risks of 

contracting COVID-19 from everyday activities as many places are beginning to 

open up for the summer. For instance, one chart listed tennis, carryout meals from 

your favorite restaurant, walking outside, and getting gas as lower risk activities. 

Waiting in the waiting room of a doctor’s office, outdoor restaurants, and 

playgrounds were listed as medium to medium-high risks. High risk activities 

included big concerts, sports stadiums, schools, amusement parks, and church. 

From time to time, some of those charts varied a little in their assessment of risks. 

Consistently, however, church and worship experiences were listed as high-risk 

activities. While neither do I pretend to be an epidemiologist nor do I want to 

assess the risk for each of you, I find myself evaluating risks on a daily basis for 

myself as I make decisions on what interactions feel more or less safe. Perhaps you find yourself doing the same. In fact, 

I hope that you do think about the risk for yourselves, those you love, and our communities as we live into these days. 

As we implement our phased re-entry plan and are preparing for an outdoor worship experience on Sunday mornings 

at 9:30 in the parking lot of the Birmingham Campus beginning on July 5, we are working hard to keep the risk of 

activities lower by mandating face masks on campus and keeping our experiences outdoors in the summer with strict 

social distancing. Yet, we know what feels like low risk for some will feel too high for others. In these days, please 

continue to assess risks for yourself along with the best medical advice you receive from your health care professionals. 

We need not feel pressured by others. Only you can decide what feels most safe to you, and whatever you decide is 

okay with us. 

In the meantime, we are continuing our commitment to the development of our online worship and journey group 

activities because we know those are the safest options for many. We will continue to get better at this even as we 

explore other opportunities. As we live into this time, we remain committed to the health, safety, and well-being of our 

congregation, our communities, and our staff. 

That being said, this Sunday in our online service from the Sanctuary, I’ll be talking about a different type of risk as we 

share the story of Philip, the Apostle, and the risk he took to learn about another person’s life experience on a chariot 

ride. Philip risked his own reputation to step outside his cultural, socio-political, and religious customs to hear the faith 

experience of someone who lived at the margins in Philip’s society. When he did, the experience was transformational 

for Philip, the man, and perhaps even for the Church to this very day. 

What are we willing to risk as we listen anew or for the first time to the stories and experiences of others? What 

might God do in us when we spend some time in the chariot understanding faith and life journeys that are different 

from our own? 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of John S. (Jack) Wells, who died 

on June 19. A private family service was held this week.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Thank you for being part of the rainbow at the end of our flood. Your 

thoughtfulness, prayers and support were overwhelming. We felt a little like Noah must have felt when the third dove 

came back with the olive branch. We are currently camping out in our travel trailer. We hope to move into our 

replacement house about the middle of July. Our new address will be 1107 Timber Drive, Midland , Mi 48642.  

—Carl and Pat Price 

….that the UMW is pleased to announce that the Scholarship Committee and the UMW 

Executive Board have awarded the following students with a scholarship to further his or her 

education: Lillian Adams, Mallory Bouque, Joseph Ciemniecki, Mitchell Eble, Griffin Gailey, 

Nicholas Ludwig, Kyle Varda, and Luke Willian. 

….that the Birmingham Campus building is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. 

to noon. All “business” will be done at the Welcome Center desk just inside the main 

entrance. Face coverings and physical distancing are required. Please stay home if you are 

not feeling well. Persons are encouraged to call before coming to the church as most staff 

members are still working from home, per CDC guidelines.   

….that the Birmingham Campus Sanctuary is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon 

when the Welcome Center is staffed (except when there is a funeral). Feel free to come in for meditation/prayer 

during these times. Please follow the signs posted in the Sanctuary and only sit in the pews indicated. Masks required, 

and limited to ten people at a time.  

….that free copies of the July/August Upper Room devotional booklets are available at the church. Stop by during our 

“open hours” or pick up a copy from the bin outside the main entrance. Large print copies are also available. 

Did You Know 

Sanctuary Sermon: Look at Me: “On the Road Again” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Acts 8:26-40 ) 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Joan Balogh in loving memory of her 

husband, Charles. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Henry Thomas Gunnells, born May 30 to Jon and Sarah 

Gunnells. Proud grandparents are Tom and Nancy McNab, and great-grandmother is Betty Emmert.  

The Missions Candle is lit for our continued commitment to mask wearing and social distancing for the health of 

our community.   

CLC Sermon: “Imagine” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Luke 21:5-19) 

Berkley Sermon: House Church: “Revealed” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Acts 10:19-27) 

Sunday, June 28 
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Church-Wide Survey Closes at 5:00 Today 

At Birmingham and Berkley First we remain committed to caring for the health  

and safety of our community. As we move through a phased reopening, your  

input will be helpful to us as we discern ways to continue to be in meaningful 

ministry. Please take a few moments to complete our brief survey by Wednesday, 

June 24 at 5:00 p.m. Click this link or copy and paste the link into your browser:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/568W9J9 

Hunger and Missions are sponsoring another Food/Supply Drive as the needs are still great. It is going to focus on two 

of our church’s significant partners, Baldwin Center in Pontiac and Redford Brightmoor Initiative in Detroit. The 

following items can be dropped off in the bins at the Main Entrance door at the Birmingham Campus from Monday, 

June 29 through Sunday, July 12: 

Brown bags Ziploc bags 

Wax paper Peanut butter and jelly 

Snacks and cookies Bottled water 

Diapers and formula Non-perishable food 

Cleaning supplies  

Paper products: toilet paper, paper towels, and tissue  

Personal care items such as toothpaste/shampoo/soap 

Let’s Have Another Food/Supply Drive! 

The Endowment Board is pleased to announce a new named fund, the Steven Wells 

Fund. Established through the generosity of Steve’s family, income from this Fund will 

support discipleship ministries (Christian Education) for children and youth. Steve, 

who was a long-time Sunday School teacher at Birmingham First, died last October at 

the age of 59. The many children who had Steve as their Sunday school teacher carry 

on Steve’s legacy of loving God and neighbor. With this gift, which Lisa, Steve’s wife, 

and their children (Bobby, Jessica, Jamie, Emily, and grandson, Finnian) celebrated on 

Father’s Day, Steve’s legacy will live on for generations to come.   

We are grateful for the generosity of the Wells family, as well as the generosity of so 

many others which is expressed through planned giving. Our Annual Endowment 

Report, normally distributed at our April Endowment Dinner, was delayed this year. It 

is now scheduled for publication in early July. The report celebrates ministries 

supported through endowment funding and contains helpful information about 

opportunities for living generously through planned giving. Look for it soon! For additional information about our 

Endowment Fund, you may contact Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, who is now working with our Endowment Board in the 

role of Pastor for Planned Giving. Contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200, ext. 

3155.   

Celebrating a Legacy 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ssK96pTDoT7Lz4T8mCifdGpGxEAWHtBeSkUzn7Ux4wNfx3DPAVF0-MAdijgVgpQBxA8hvcAzOUbMhT4JMjHTYIGFpI9lSxLEUSL2JIw9_OBJm8J9ZZ5nPruqagFq-fZlJN-JZaSdhUfoV_5RCms6QQZSxQ8LP-ec_MfI
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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