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Who Is My Neighbor? 
He asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  

(Luke 10:29b, NRSV) 

“Who is my neighbor?” Growing up in the northeast suburbs of Detroit in the 

1980s, we knew our neighbors well. They knew every kid on the block, where we 

were, and what we were doing at any given moment. I knew the families on either 

side of us, at least the five homes across the street, and any homes that were 

located behind ours the next street over. If my siblings and I were getting out of line, 

you could be sure that my parents were going to find out about it. I can also 

remember the evening front porch conversations that took place as we chatted with 

one another and watched the setting sun. 

Whenever there was a family member that was sick or in the hospital, the neighbors looked out for our family as well. 

Growing up, my grandfather made sure that when we mowed the lawn or shoveled snow, we helped out several of our 

elderly neighbors around us. When we had a Sunday family dinner or a holiday meal and there were plenty of leftovers, 

plates were made up to take over to the neighbors around us who were eating alone on those days. Our neighbors 

were friends and families that we knew and that knew us as well. Since I had a Detroit Free Press route as a young teen, I 

knew everybody for six streets around me as our neighbors. 

Fast forward to today. Who are our neighbors? Perhaps we know one or two families on either side of us. What about 

the folks behind us or across the street? How many people do we know in our neighborhood? With families moving in 

and out so quickly, it’s easy to lose track of our neighbors, isn’t it? It’s even easier never to connect with them at all. 

What do we know about our neighbors? Do we know their needs or their struggles? Do we know what brings them 

joy? Would we know enough to help out if they needed it? 

“Who is my neighbor?” Someone once asked this question of Jesus, trying to trip him up, and Jesus told a very familiar 

story in Luke 10:25-37. In the story, the neighbor was the one person who was least likely to be seen as a neighbor. 

And he did more for a complete stranger than most neighbors any of us have ever known. Who are our neighbors? 

And what does it mean to be a neighbor today? 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. Some of you have been asking about the possibility of in-person worship experiences as we enter in the summer 

months. While our online experiences will continue to be the primary way that we connect with many in the coming 

months, watch for details in the days ahead as we work to develop an outdoor worship experience with social 

distancing in July at the Birmingham Campus. 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

June 16: Jack Wells  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with John and Karen Carter and family on the death of her 

mother, Laverne Coller, on June 11. A funeral will be held at a future date in Houston, Texas.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….We can’t thank you all enough for your generosity to provide so many lunches, 

plus work crews to assist those with damage. We truly appreciate your time, money, and efforts! Please pass this on 

to all who contributed! —Beth Hyde, Midland First UMC 

….that we would love to share a quick message with our Student Ministry parents! Check out this video for the 

ways we are connecting with your students this summer.  

….that a link to our new congregational survey will be included in the Birmingham First @ Home email you receive 

on Friday. Please plan to take five minutes to complete this short survey which will help us look toward the future 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

….that free copies of the July/August Upper Room devotional booklets are available at the church. Stop by during 

our “open hours” or pick up a copy from the bin outside the main entrance. Large print copies are also available.  

….that you can support our church while shopping online! If you shop through Amazon Smile you can designate the 

church to receive 0.5% of your purchase. Just visit smile.amazon.com, log into your Amazon account as you normally 

would, choose First United Methodist Church of Birmingham as your charity, and start shopping. It's that easy! The 

church will receive a quarterly donation from Amazon that represents their percentage of your purchases. If you have 

any questions, please contact Holly Pisano (hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3133).  

Did You Know 

Sanctuary Sermon: Look at Me: “Go and Do the Same” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Luke 10:25-37) 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of John Jennings by his wife, 

Pat, and family.  

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Kate Hameister by her children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of Henry Charles Burdine, born June 7 to Ryan and Megan 

Burdine (proud grandparents are Jane and Ken Dause); and Rae Maureen Passalacqua, born June 9 to Mateo 

and Jessica Passalacqua.  

CLC Sermon: “Big Questions, Small Thinking” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Luke 30:27-38) 

Berkley Sermon: House Church: “Transformed” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Acts 9:1-8) 

Sunday, June 21 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGRxLta2oDI&feature=youtu.be
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org
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You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First. Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

• Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

• Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

• Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

• High School newsletter 

• Middle School Newsletter 

• Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

• Berkley First Newsletter 

• 20s and 30s Newsletter 

• Daily Devotion (seasonal devotions) 

Let’s Stay in Touch! 

“Open Hours” 
The Birmingham Campus building is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. All 

“business” will be done at the Welcome Center desk just inside the main entrance. Face coverings and physical 

distancing are required. Please stay home if you are not feeling well. Persons are encouraged to call before coming to 

the church as most staff members are still working from home, per CDC guidelines.   

Sanctuary Open for Meditation/Prayer….The Birmingham Campus Sanctuary will be open on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon when the Welcome Center is staffed. Feel free to come in for 

meditation/prayer during these times. Please follow the signs posted in the Sanctuary and only sit in the pews 

indicated. Masks required, and limited to ten people at a time.  

Lori Handzel, our First Kids Preschool Director, has resigned effective July 31, 2020. Lori has been our preschool 

director since February 2015 after starting with the preschool as a lead teacher the previous fall. She has served our 

preschool faithfully and well. Under her leadership, our preschool program has developed an outstanding reputation 

for quality and is regularly enrolled to capacity. Recognizing that God has gifted her for teaching, Lori intends to pursue 

an elementary school teaching position, a role in which she has previously excelled. 

Lori and her family will continue as active members of the church and she looks forward to continuing to be involved 

in ministries at Birmingham First.  

We are now actively recruiting candidates to be our First Kids Preschool Director. Click here to view the job posting 

(or visit www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on Home, then Employment Opportunities). We encourage members and 

friends of the congregation who have the necessary gifts and qualifications to apply. We ask that you share this posting 

with others. And we request that you hold in prayer the process of recruiting, selecting, and hiring another great First 

Kids Preschool Director. For additional information about the posting and selection process, contact Rev. Shawn  

Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor, at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200, ext. 3155.   

Preschool Director Transition 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

