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The Winds of Change 
In his book, The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We 

See, Hope for, and Believe, Franciscan priest Richard Rohr tells of a sign in his 

office that reads, “LIFE DOES NOT HAVE TO BE PERFECT TO BE 

WONDERFUL.” He then says, “The steps toward maturity, it seems, are always 

and necessarily immature. What else could they be? …Cardinal John Henry 

Newman brilliantly captured it when he said, ‘To live is to change, and to be 

perfect is to have changed often.” 

Change…it seems to be what is happening in the world around us all the time, 

but perhaps even more so in these intense times in which we find ourselves. 

Technology and social media are changing how we communicate. A virus has 

changed how we live out our daily lives and how we interact with one another. 

Images of brutality have changed the conversation and brought the realities of 

systemic racism closer to home for so many of us. We are learning new words and new stories in ways that we have 

not seen, heard, or experienced them in the past. 

Change…some embrace it, others run from it, and still others act as if it doesn’t exist. Rohr’s words have been ringing 

in my ears this past week as I have watched for God’s presence. While I’m not one to believe that God brings about 

disasters, oppression, or disease, I find myself listening closely to what the Spirit of God might be speaking to us as we 

journey through these moments towards the new life to which we are always called in Jesus Christ. 

As our conversations change about health, racism, oppression, and our life’s priorities, what fresh winds might God’s 

Spirit blow upon us in these days as we seek to be the blessed community? How might we be invited to live, to change, 

to grow, and to mature into the people and the world we have been created to be? To live is to be open to the change 

that God may bring about as we journey into and through these moments rather than around, over, or under them. 

Perhaps life is not always perfect, but even a difficult journey can bring us to better places if we will stay engaged in the 

journey with one another. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. This Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to noon, I hope you will join me in a drive through our parking lot at the Birmingham 

Campus as we say “Thank you” and offer blessings for Pastor Lindsey and her family as they transition to Brighton in 

the days ahead. Make a sign for your car and enter from the Pleasant Street entrance where you’ll be directed in front 

of the plaza to greet her and celebrate her eight years of ministry with us. 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, June 9: Ken Cooper,  Jack Wells  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Walter Denison and family on the death of his daughter, 

Christine Ann Denison, on May 24.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Ron and Carole Denton and family on the death of his 

daughter, Kimberly Pillow, on June 2.  

Fair Trade Products Available Online 
For approximately 15 years, members of Birmingham First have come to rely on their monthly 

purchases of Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, teas, and other fair-trade products. Consequently, 

through the UMCOR-sponsored Equal Exchange, these small farmers have come to rely upon us. 

Consistently, Birmingham First has been in the top 3-10% of over 8,000 congregations of multiple 

denominations who sell Equal Exchange products.  

With all the closures of church buildings across the United States, the President of Equal 

Exchange, Rink Dickinson, reports that, “We are all part of the solution in rebuilding our 

economic solidarity model. The virus which is now menacing us will likely ultimately wreak even 

greater havoc on our small producer partners in the global south. Equal Exchange and other 

solidarity organizations will play an even more vital role for small farmers in the next period.”  

So, in response, our Fair Trade Sales Team is offering an online sales program through our 

church website, www.fumcbirmingham.org. There you will find an order form, price list and easy 

payment process with credit card. Place orders by June 15. Contactless pick up will be available at the main entrance of 

the church on Tuesday, June 16 between 10:00 a.m. and noon. Questions? Please contact Lisa Wells at 

lwells@fumcbirmingham.org. 

….that the annual unit meeting of the United Methodist Women will be held via Zoom tonight (Wednesday, 

June 10) at 7:00 p.m. We will approve the budget for the 2020/2021 fiscal year. If you are interested in attending, 

please call or text Sue Schowalter at 248-938-8827 and include your name and email in the voicemail or text message. 

You will receive the proposed budget and Zoom meeting login via email prior to the meeting. 

….that June 14 is the second Sunday of the month, designated as Hunger Sunday which benefits local food providers 

feeding the hungry. Please consider donating online at fumcbirmingham.org or mailing a check to the church noted 

“Hunger.” 

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. For the week of June 14, 

the Voice of Hope message will be recorded by Judy Lowery with the title “Happiness Is...” To listen, call 248-646-6407 

and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Birmingham Campus building is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. All 

“business” will be done at the Welcome Center desk just inside the main entrance, with the expectation that persons 

will not go beyond this point in the building. Face coverings and physical distancing are required. Please stay home if 

you are not feeling well. Persons are encouraged to call before coming to the church as most staff members are still 

working from home, per CDC guidelines.   

Did You Know 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/eb4f7217-6cab-47a0-8e9a-a3c12d67f27e
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
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Saying Farewell to Lindsey Hall 
As you know, Pastor Lindsey has been reassigned as co-pastor of the First United 

Methodist Church in Brighton, Michigan, effective July 1.   

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, June 14 from 11:00 a.m. to noon for a 

drive-by celebration to honor and celebrate Lindsey and pass on our well wishes to 

her future ministry. Please decorate your car, bring your family and come to the 

plaza main entrance of the Birmingham church to slowly parade through and greet 

(from your car) Lindsey and her family. A box will be available then to leave any 

greeting cards or written wishes you’d like to bring for Pastor Lindsey. See you on 

the front plaza on June 14. 

Also, please share with Lindsey via email, card or telephone your appreciation for 

our time together and being part of her wonderful ministry. We have been blessed 

with her leadership, friendship and outpouring of love. And as a sign of our love and thanks, you can contribute 

towards a Love Gift to Lindsey as she begins this next phase of ministry. Your gift may be mailed to the church office 

(write "Lindsey Hall's Love Gift on memo line of check) or given online. To give online, click here to log-in, choose 

"Give Online," enter your donation amount in the "Other" box and enter "Lindsey Hall's Love Gift" in the "Define 

Other Contribution" box. Just a reminder, too, that “Love Gifts” are not tax deductible.  

Lori Handzel, our First Kids Preschool Director, has resigned effective July 31, 2020. Lori has been our preschool 

director since February 2015 after starting with the preschool as a lead teacher the previous fall. She has served our 

preschool faithfully and well. Under her leadership, our preschool program has developed an outstanding reputation 

for quality and is regularly enrolled to capacity. Recognizing that God has gifted her for teaching, Lori intends to pursue 

an elementary school teaching position, a role in which she has previously excelled. 

Lori and her family will continue as active members of the church and she looks forward to continuing to be involved 

in ministries at Birmingham First.  

We are now actively recruiting candidates to be our First Kids Preschool Director. Click here to view the job posting 

(or visit www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on Home, then Employment Opportunities). We encourage members and 

friends of the congregation who have the necessary gifts and qualifications to apply. We ask that you share this posting 

with others. And we request that you hold in prayer the process of recruiting, selecting, and hiring another great First 

Kids Preschool Director. For additional information about the posting and selection process, contact Rev. Shawn  

Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor, at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200, ext. 3155.   

Preschool Director Transition 

Change & Transition - New Young Adult Study Group 

Change & Transition is a new study group for young adults (18-20s) about dealing with the 

challenges life presents. The group will meet via Zoom on Mondays through June 29. There will 

be study and discussion from 7:30-8:15 p.m. with discussion leaders Deacon Sarah Alexander 

and Chris and Doris Hall. Discussion will be followed by fellowship and hangout time at 8:15 

with hosts Noa Ervin and Eric Smith. For more information or to sign up, go to 

fumcbirmingham.org/change. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/change/


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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