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Pentecost Sunday 
“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”   

(Acts 2:4, NRSV) 

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. It’s the birthday of the Church, the very body of 

Christ. Each year at Birmingham First, we celebrate with cupcakes as we wear our 

favorite red outfits. Red symbolizes fire representing the gift of the Holy Spirit that 

came as tongues of fire over the disciples on that Pentecost that Luke describes in 

Acts. 

Jerusalem was full for the festival at the time. People had come from all the 

surrounding areas. They were gathered together among all of their diversity. When 

the Spirit fell upon the disciples, it caused quite a commotion. Everyone around 

came to check out what was happening. Surely even the disciples themselves were a little surprised as they found 

themselves speaking in so many of the known languages at the time. The crowd definitely was. 

How could this happen? How could it be that everyone heard the same message but in their own native tongues? Luke 

tells us that it was possible as “the Spirit gave them ability.” That day, the Spirit of God empowered the disciples to do 

what they didn’t know they could do. That day, they went from being disciples of Jesus (students) to apostles of Jesus 

(those who are sent). That day, they went from gathering inside to witnessing outside to the crowds. 

When was the last time you can remember that God gave you the power or ability to do something that you would 

have never thought you could do? How did that strengthen your witness to God in Jesus Christ as you were moved 

outside of your own comfort zones? 

As we approach this Pentecost, I hope you’ll be donning your favorite red outfits. Make those cakes and cupcakes in 

your homes to share with one another on Sunday. Most importantly, be open to the second wind that the Spirit may 

be offering to the Church even now. How might you be moved to do that which you never thought possible that 

others might experience the goodness of God? 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor  
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, May 26: Jerry LaBrake, Diane Peck, Nolan White 

Our Payers of Sympathy and Support are shared with daughters Carolyn and Wendy and family on the death of 

their father, Rev. Dr. Robert P. Ward, on May 26. Dr. Ward was our senior pastor from 1982-1993. 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….On behalf of our entire family I want to thank you all for your prayers, letters, 

cards, and loving support as we grieve the recent loss of Brad. We are so grateful for your care and concern during 

this difficult time and are blessed to be a part of such a loving church community. —Pat Hubert 

Fair Trade Products Available Online 
For approximately 15 years, members of Birmingham First have come to rely on their monthly 

purchases of Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, teas, and other fair-trade products. Consequently, 

through the UMCOR-sponsored Equal Exchange, these small farmers have come to rely upon us. 

Consistently, Birmingham First has been in the top 3-10% of over 8,000 congregations of multiple 

denominations who sell Equal Exchange products.  

With all the closures of church buildings across the United States, the President of Equal 

Exchange, Rink Dickinson, reports that, “We are all part of the solution in rebuilding our 

economic solidarity model. The virus which is now menacing us will likely ultimately wreak even 

greater havoc on our small producer partners in the global south. Equal Exchange and other 

solidarity organizations will play an even more vital role for small farmers in the next period.”  

So, in response, our Fair Trade Sales Team is offering an online sales program through our 

church website, www.fumcbirmingham.org. There you will find an order form, price list and easy 

payment process with credit card. Place orders between now and June 15. Contactless pick up will be available at the 

main entrance of the church on Tuesdays, June 9 and June 16 between 10:00 a.m. and Noon. Questions? Please contact 

Lisa Wells at lwells@fumcbirmingham.org. 

The Annual Unit meeting of the United Methodist Women will be held via Zoom on Wednesday, June 10 at 7:00 pm. 

We will approve the budget for the 2020/2021 fiscal year. If you are interested in attending, please call or text Sue 

Schowalter at 248-938-8827 and include your name and email in the voicemail or text message. You will receive the 

proposed budget and Zoom meeting login via email prior to the meeting on Wednesday, June 10. 

UMW Annual Unit Meeting 

Midland First UMC needs people to go there to help remove things from some of their parishioner’s homes. If you are 

interested, please call their senior pastor, Rev. Anita Hahn, at 989-708-8894. This is an immediate request.  

       — Laura Dickerson and Nancy Keesee, Mission Ministry 

Help Needed in Midland 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/eb4f7217-6cab-47a0-8e9a-a3c12d67f27e
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
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Have you ever wondered where a single act of kindness may lead and what lives it may touch? Two letters recently 

received by our church shed light on just how far a kind touch can travel. 

Over the past several months Birmingham First has received a letter from an inmate in the federal penitentiary in 

Leavenworth, Kansas and a second letter from an inmate in a State Correctional Facility in Corinth, Mississippi. Both 

letters made the same request: would our church be able to provide the writer a Bible. Our Church and Society 

Ministry provided each inmate with a Bible and a note that our congregation felt blessed to have been given the 

opportunity to support, in a small way, each man’s faith journey.  

The men who wrote requesting Bibles do not know each other. Leavenworth, Kansas and Corinth, Mississippi are 600 

miles apart, and both are a long way from Birmingham, Michigan, with a lot of churches in between. How did these 

men separately discover our church, and each have the faith that we would welcome their request? What is the tie that 

binds them to our church? It certainly is not geography. Angel Tree is the answer, our annual all-church program to 

provide Christmas gifts to the children of incarcerated parents. 

Each of these men’s lives were touched by our Angel Tree Program. The man incarcerated in Leavenworth shared time 

in that facility with his “brother in Christ” who shared with him the story of his children receiving Angel Tree gifts 

provided by our congregation. The man in Corinth has an even closer connection to Birmingham First. His children 

received Angel Tree gifts. In his letter he quotes his children as saying, “I love Angel Tree.”   

A gift to a child has carried us inside prison walls and allowed us the blessing of supporting the faith journey of two 

men who are no longer strangers to us. In a time of pandemic when we cannot touch each other, we are continuing to 

touch the lives of others through our acts of kindness as we go about living out our faith.  

Frank Driscoll 

Chairperson, Church and Society Ministry 

An Act of Kindness 

Food/Supply Drive Results 
Thank you, thank you! Your generous response to the great needs right now due to COVID-19 was overwhelming. 

Eight organizations from Flint to Pontiac to Detroit received a van load of food and supplies that they needed. Also 

thank you to the volunteers who helped sort all of the donations by organization on May 21 and helped load them on 

May 22. The organizations were extremely grateful for your help.  



We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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