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A Sense of Gratitude 
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in  

every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel  

from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a  

good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”   

(Philippians 1:3-6, NRSV) 

As Memorial Day approaches this weekend, I can’t help but think of my first 

pastoral appointment in southwest Wisconsin where I joined a group of veterans 

and the local Catholic priest as we went to several small-town cemeteries to share 

a time of remembrance with people who would come out to join us on that day. 

As the clergy prayed, the veterans would place flags at the graves of other veterans 

in that place. 

One of the cemeteries that we visited, however, was different from the others. It was a small plot of land surrounded 

by a wrought iron gate. Unlike the others, there was no one else there when we entered. There were no flowers on 

the graves. The tombstones were much older. The graves were those of Civil War veterans whose families had moved 

away and whose loved ones that knew them had long since passed. 

Even still, we paused and prayed with one another. We shared the same time of remembrance that we did everywhere 

else, without a group gathered to join us. Our time there was just as sacred as at all the other stops that day; perhaps 

even more so. My soul and my spirit were filled with a deep sense of gratitude and humility to think of the stories that 

each life in that place represented. 

Today, over twenty years later, that same sense of gratitude still fills my soul and spirit as I reflect on the cost of 

freedom this weekend. It is that same sense of gratitude that reminds me of the hope of better days yet to come. It is 

that same sense of gratitude that encourages me to persevere and to reflect on the everyday sacrifices that we 

continue to make today for one another. As we stay home or put on a mask or even return to work with higher risks, 

we do so thinking of one another. 

At times, I wonder what stories will be told and remembered of us during this time when these days have long since 

passed. I hope that perhaps they will remember with gratitude how we cared for one another. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. On May 31, we will be celebrating Pentecost, the birthday of the Church. I invite you to take a picture of you and 

your family members dressed in red (the color of Pentecost) and send it to Patty Glass at pglass@fumcbirmingham.org 

anytime before noon on Thursday, May 28 so that we might include it in our birthday celebrations for that day. 

mailto:pglass@fumcbirmigham.org
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Our Church Family  
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Family and friends of Barbara Minard, who died on May 10 in Georgia. 

….Carolyn Kidney and Jared Galle and family on the death of her father, Robert (Bob) Kidney, on May 12. 

….David Moore, Lisa Moore, and Sarah Moore Hescheles and family on the recent death of their mother and 

grandmother, Shirley Moore. 

Last Chance to Donate Food and Supplies! 
We are now seeking a large collection of food and supplies.  

While the spread of COVID-19 may be slowing, the needs of the community 

are not. Birmingham and Berkley First Hunger/Mission Teams are joining 

together to provide assistance to the local organizations we serve in this 

difficult time.  

You may bring any of the following items to the Birmingham First main 

entrance by the parking lot any time between now and Thursday, May 21. 

Please bring in boxes or bags segregated by food and supplies: 

• Non-perishable food such as canned goods, cereal, mac n’ cheese, peanut 

butter and jelly, soup, Goldfish, chips, granola type bars, and cookies 

• Soft drinks & bottled water 

• DVDs  

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and sanitizer, hand/dish/laundry soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant 

• Paper products like towels and tissues (yes including TP), brown paper bags, wax paper, Ziploc bags 

• Protective gear like face masks, gloves, gowns 

• Diapers and formula powder 

Please adhere to these critical social distancing guidelines. All persons participating in the drive must adhere 

to social distancing guidelines (keeping at least 6 feet between yourself and others) and no one should come to the 

church who is experiencing any symptoms of ill health. This is a drive-by, drop and go event. No one is allowed to 

gather at the drop-off location. 

Want to help with distribution on May 22? Call Bill and Mary Lou Guisinger at 248-672-6742. 

A large amount has already been collected.  

New Study: You’ll Get Through This 
You’ll get through this…whatever “this” is—financial woes, relationship valleys, health crises, 

global pandemic. You fear you won't make it through, but God has other plans. God is in the 

business of redeeming the broken. Do you crave some hope for these tough times? Then this is 

the study you need! Join Pastor Susie for a six-week Zoom study of the book You’ll Get Through 

This by Max Lucado. Mondays beginning May 25 at 7:00 p.m. To join via Zoom, go to https://

zoom.us/j/351931896. Meeting ID: 351 931 896. If you would like to call in on your phone (audio 

only, no video), dial either 312-626-6799 or 929-205-6099 and, when prompted, enter the 

Meeting ID: 351 931 896. 

https://zoom.us/j/351931896
https://zoom.us/j/351931896
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Birmingham First is seeking applicants for the positions for the 2020-2021 school year of 

Lead Preschool Teacher and Assistant Preschool Teacher. Detailed job descriptions are 

available upon request. 

Lead Preschool Teacher: Reporting to the Preschool Director, the ideal candidate must 

possess a degree in education and experience in working with preschool-aged children to 

provide a developmentally appropriate, play-based Christian environment for children. 

Assistant Preschool Teacher: Reporting to the Preschool Director, the ideal candidate 

will possess previous experience and a passion for working with preschool-aged children. 

Click here for an application. Completed applications should be submitted to Victoria Hogg, Assistant Preschool 

Director, at vhogg@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Job Posting 

She began making masks more than a month ago for her family and friends. “I am 

a one-man band on this project,” says Nancy Smith, Birmingham First member and 

part of the First Nurses team. As a seamstress, she has developed her own 

method using a combination of DIY mask instructions she found on the internet. 

“I actually made a short YouTube video of my method for others interested in 

sewing masks,” she explains. 

With a strong connection to St. Joes Oakland Hospital in Pontiac, she was asked 

for masks and that became her first “bulk” mask project and delivery. She then 

began to think about smaller companies and nonprofits that perhaps were lost in 

the shuffle of being a recipient of the state of Michigan personal protection 

equipment items, PPEs. She quickly discovered that adult foster care homes, 

nursing homes and food pantries in her local area of Metamora were “delighted” 

to receive masks. She then wondered about Birmingham First’s missions outreach and organizations such as Cass 

Community Social Services, The NOAH Project, and Baldwin, all of whom quickly raised their hands in need. 

“Lack of supplies is my biggest challenge. Could be elastic, the metal nose piece or even fabric, which for a while was 

difficult to get” she states. But with each challenge she just modified the plan – elastic became ties for a while and the 

nose pieces changed forms many times.  

The nicest thanks she has received was from Linked Hearts Food Pantry in Dryden, MI. “I refused to take any 

monetary donation from them for the masks I made, but after my second delivery, the ladies handed me yards and 

yards of fabric that they collected on my behalf. It was awesome!!!!” 

She has created and distributed more than 450 masks (100 delivered this week to the Baldwin Center) and continues 

to help where she can with much passion and joy. 

Thank you, Nancy, for being the hands and feet of Christ. 

Making Masks for the Community 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/10143913/Employment-Application-2019.pdf
mailto:vhogg@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
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