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What God Can Do Through Us 
A few years ago, Dawn and I were camping in our travel trailer when I woke up 

early one morning and was craving biscuits. The only problem was that we didn’t 

have any cans of “whopping” biscuits in the refrigerator. You know what I’m talking 

about, right? Those are the biscuits that come in a tube and you have to “whop” 

them on the counter to open them. I knew I had some flour in the pantry, so I 

looked up a recipe and realized that I needed self-rising flour. All I had was  

all-purpose flour. 

Before long, however, I remembered that with some baking powder and salt, I 

could make my own self-rising flour. It just so happened that I had everything I 

needed to make homemade biscuits that morning. In fact, they tasted so much 

better than a can of “whopping” biscuits. I confess that camping in our trailer is 

hardly “roughing it” when I had baking powder on hand. Sometimes you just have to look at what you have. 

I don’t know about you, but I find it hard these days to make long range plans. I sometimes feel as if beyond a day or 

two, it’s up in the air as to what might come next. It’s hard to know what tomorrow might bring or what I might need 

for that moment. It’s like trying to making biscuits for breakfast without a can of them in the refrigerator. 

One day many years ago, St. Paul found himself preaching about Jesus and speaking about his resurrection in Athens. 

He was like a fish out of water in that town. Luke tells us in Acts 17 that he was quite dismayed at all of the altars that 

he found dedicated there to so many different gods. The town was full of idols. As a faithful apostle of Jesus Christ who 

was raised in the Jewish faith, he probably felt a little out of his own element in this “pagan” community. 

Trying to find an example to share with the people, Paul looked high and low to connect with them until he discovered 

one altar among the many there at the Areopagus. It had an inscription on it: “To an unknown God.” Paul used that 

altar to tell the story of Jesus to the people of Athens that day. The God they had described as “unknown,” Paul 

proclaimed to them as known in Jesus Christ. Paul took what he had and went with it, even gaining some new disciples 

that day. 

Sometimes these days may swirl about us and we wonder how we might make it through these moments. It’s amazing 

what we can do to all-purpose flour with a little salt and baking powder. It’s even more awesome what God can do 

through us when we recognize a small, insignificant altar in unfamiliar territory. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family  
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

May 12: Diane Peck 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Susan Perry-Nolte and Kathryn Bartz and family on the 

death of Susan’s father, Dominic Perry, on May 4. You may view his obituary at https://www.bcfhsterlingheights.com/

tributes/Dominic-Perry. 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….On behalf of the Stilwell, Sutton and Brown families, we thank our church for their 

thoughts and prayers for our family during the illness and death of our family member, Paul Stilwell. We appreciate 

your thoughtfulness and know he is safe with our Lord. Blessings for each of you. —Dick and Donna Sutton 

Earlier this year, we shared the announcement that Bishop Bard has appointed the Rev. 

Lindsey Hall to First United Methodist Church in Brighton, Michigan effective July 1, 2020. 

Pastor Elbert is excited to share that the Rev. Susanne Hierholzer will be the pastor for 

Worship in the Christian Life Center and for Children and Family Ministries. In addition to her 

continued work with her team to build strong connections for children and families, Pastor 

Susie is a gifted preacher who has a passion for and experience in leading contemporary 

worship. Pastor Susie will be preaching this Sunday at that service and will join Pastor Elbert 

greet that community in a Zoom coffee hour following worship. She and Pastor Lindsey will be 

working towards the transition in June.  

Pastor Susie to Lead CLC Worship 

The church may be closed, but that doesn’t stop the Streethreads team from 

being the hands and feet of Christ in Detroit. They recently made a trip to Central 

UMC in Detroit to help feed their friends at The NOAH Project. One of the 

Streethreads volunteers, Jim Valiquett, graciously donned his mask and gloves and 

traveled downtown to pick up 300 submarine sandwiches from Blimpies. All 300 

sandwiches were nicely labeled and packaged, ready to transport to Central 

where they were made available for pick up on the lower level of the 

building. Clients were welcomed from 10:00 to 2:00, in groups of five, to choose a 

sandwich, get a beverage, and select any toiletries they needed. Personal care 

items including 100 hotel-size lotions, 100 shampoos, and over 100 razors were 

also distributed, as these are items always in need. Jim dropped off the food and 

toiletries, so the NOAH staff could make the distributions. They were thrilled to 

get the sandwiches, as well as the toiletries and especially the razors! 

“As much as we were happy to help feed our friends downtown,” said Merry Beth 

Valiquett, Birmingham First Streethreads volunteer, “it felt strange to not be able to interact and share a friendly smile 

as we provided them with a nice lunch. It was also strange to not be able to gather and share the usual camaraderie as 

we prepare and serve the sandwiches. Hopefully, we can do that next time.” 

The team would like to ask for prayers for their friends downtown as they continue to face each day with the hope of 

better days ahead. Also pray for the staff at Central UMC and The NOAH Project, as they continue to safely bring 

God’s light and compassion to those in need. 

Streethreads Delivers in the Face of Pandemic 

Jinnia Siironen, director of the bag lunch  
program at NOAH, and her coworker.  

https://www.bcfhsterlingheights.com/tributes/Dominic-Perry
https://www.bcfhsterlingheights.com/tributes/Dominic-Perry
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Hunger/Missions Food and Supply Drive 
We are now seeking a large collection of food and supplies.  

While the spread of COVID-19 may be slowing, the needs of the 

community are not. Birmingham and Berkley First Hunger/Mission Teams 

are joining together to provide assistance to the local organizations we 

serve in this difficult time.  

You may bring any of the following items to the Birmingham First main 

entrance by the parking lot any time between now and Thursday, May 21. 

Please bring in boxes or bags segregated by food and supplies: 

• Non-perishable food such as canned goods, cereal, mac n’ cheese, peanut butter and jelly, soup, Goldfish, chips, 

granola type bars, and cookies 

• Soft drinks & bottled water 

• DVDs  

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and sanitizer, hand/dish/laundry soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant 

• Paper products like towels and tissues (yes including TP), brown paper bags, wax paper, Ziploc bags 

• Protective gear like face masks, gloves, gowns 

• Diapers and formula powder 

Please adhere to these critical social distancing guidelines. All persons participating in the drive must adhere 

to social distancing guidelines (keeping at least 6 feet between yourself and others) and no one should come to the 

church who is experiencing any symptoms of ill health. This is a drive-by, drop and go event. No one is allowed to 

gather at the drop-off location. 

Want to help with distribution on May 21 or May 22? Call Bill and Mary Lou Guisinger at 248-672-6742. 

Birmingham First is seeking applicants for the positions for the 2020-2021 school year of 

Lead Preschool Teacher and Assistant Preschool Teacher. Detailed job descriptions are 

available upon request. 

Lead Preschool Teacher: Reporting to the Preschool Director, the ideal candidate must 

possess a degree in education and experience in working with preschool-aged children to 

provide a developmentally appropriate, play-based Christian environment for children. 

Assistant Preschool Teacher: Reporting to the Preschool Director, the ideal candidate 

will possess previous experience and a passion for working with preschool-aged children. 

Click here for an application. Completed applications should be submitted to Victoria Hogg, Assistant Preschool 

Director, at vhogg@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Job Posting 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/10143913/Employment-Application-2019.pdf
mailto:vhogg@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Page 4 May 13, 2020 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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