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Family Outreach Packet - week #5 
I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

 

 
Suggested (but not limited too) ages and grades for the puzzle sheets 

• Page 1 – Instructions and answers 

• Pages 2-3 – Early childhood, such as preschool & junior kindergarten 

• Pages 2-6 - Early elementary grades like kindergarten & 1st grade 

• Pages 5-8 - Middle elementary grades like 2nd & 3rd grades 

• Pages 7-9 - Upper elementary grades, like 4th & 5th grades 
 
 
ANSWERS: 
 

Page 4 - (1) Mary & Martha; (2) death & glory; (3) two; (4) four; (5) faith; (6) Lazarus. 
 
Page 7 – Crossword 

Across 
2. four 
5. Bethany 
7. stone 
9.  life 

 
 

Down 
1. brother 
3. Mary 
4. Martha 
6. heal 
8. wept 
 

 
Page 8 –  

    

 
Page 9 -  

1. Bethany 
2. Martha 
3. Death 
4. glorified 
5. Thomas 
6. rise 
7. Jesus, wept 
8. glory 

four days 
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Early Childhood & Early Elementary 
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Early Childhood & Early Elementary 
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Early Elementary 
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Early & Middle Elementary 
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Early & Middle Elementary 
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Middle & Upper Elementary 
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Middle & Upper Elementary 
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Upper Elementary 

 

 



 
 

Passport Office 

The GOD We Can Know Passport 
I AM the Resurrection and the Life

 

    

 



 
 

Prayer & Reflect: Doodle & write about your prayer time

me 

 

 

Draw a picture of the tomb. 

Travel Agency 
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Jesus shows us death isn’t the end 
 

 

 

Wow! What an amazing story. God’s love for us is so 
powerful it conquers even death. Thank you Jesus, for 
helping us understand how God’s love can bring light 
into any dark situation in our lives. What great news! 
 



 
 

John 11:17-26 - Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less 

than two miles[a] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss 

of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at 

home.  21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know 

that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”  23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  25 Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever 

lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

 

LAZARUS  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary and Martha thought Jesus got there too late. Draw a different version of 
the story, where Jesus arrives on schedule. What happens in that story? 

about:blank#fen-NIV-26542a


 
 

 
Birmingham & Berkley First United Methodist Church 

Family Outreach Packet #5 – Easy, fun ways to discover Jesus 

I AM the Resurrection and the Life 
 

Travel with children to remember what Jesus said.  He said, “I am the Bread of Life; I am the Light; I am the 
Good Shepherd; I am the True Vine; I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; and I am the Resurrection.”    This 
experiential movement through discussions and activities can be done in one day or in smaller segments 
throughout the week.  All activities are suggestions (not required) that allow us to look closely at Jesus’ life and 
to more fully see and experience the God we can know.  These activities require use of your own supplies.  
Have fun, be creative and most importantly, enjoy each other’s company! 
 
Children will be able to: 

• Hear today’s scripture – John 11:17-26 

• Learn that Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection.” 

• Discover that resurrection means to rise again. 
 
 
Supplies provided: 

• Passport handout 

• Craft ideas 

• Puzzle worksheets 

• Lyrics to songs 
 

 

Additional supplies needed: 

• Bible 

• Pencils, crayons & markers 

• Paper & printer 

• Glue & scissors 

• Stamp(s) (mission project) 
 

Opening Prayer: 
Dear God, 
We are thankful you are the God we can know. 
You are with us here and everywhere we go. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 

 

Introduction to Bible Story: 

We continue to discover lots of things about God and about we can live as Jesus’ disciples.  In the Bible story, 
Jesus does something amazing, something so amazing that even his closest friends had no idea he could do 
something like this.  His friend Lazarus died, and Jesus brings him back to life.  Lazarus rises from the dead.  
Another word for this is resurrection.  This is an amazing miracle.  Jesus tells everyone about this so we will 
believe in God’s power.  When Jesus rises from the dead at Easter, every living thing is filled with God’s 
forgiveness and love, and each of us is a new creation in Jesus Christ.  Read John 11: 17-26 and look at Bethany 
on the map in the Passport handout. 
 

Bible Story:  
It has been four days since Jesus’ friend Lazarus died. Jesus knows he’s getting close to his tomb because it 
smells bad. Jesus is so sad his friend has died. Do you know what he does? Jesus cries. Just like we cry when 



 
 

we are sad, Jesus cries when he is sad. Lazarus’s sister Martha is with Jesus. She says to him, “You are the 
Lord; even now I know that whatever you ask God, God will give you.” Jesus looks at Martha and says, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha says, “I know he’ll rise in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus knows she 
doesn’t yet understand that God’s plan is happening right now! He tells her, “I am the Resurrection and the 
Life, whoever believes in me will live, even though they die. Everyone who lives and believes in me shall never 
die.” And then Lazarus walks out of the tomb! Jesus wanted to show us what it means to rise again. When God 
resurrected Jesus from the dead, God once and for all showed that each of us will rise again with God. When 
Jesus died on the cross, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus cry too; they are so very sad. But God raises Jesus from the 
dead. And because of the resurrection of Jesus, we all have new life in God. Think about Jesus saying, “I am 
the Resurrection and the Life,” as we go to the Travel Sites. 
 
Travel Sites: 
 
Passport Office: Write “I AM the Resurrection & the Life” in the passport stamp. Color and decorate this area 
of your Passport.   Supplies: Passport handout, colored pencils, crayons, markers.  
 
Travel Agency: Study the map of Bethany and think about the story for this session. Where did it take place?  
Imagine what the land looked like. What did the people see?  Draw these things on the map.  Supplies: Map of 
Bethany and a Bible with maps.  
 
Pray and Reflect: Ask one of the leaders to light the candle. As you look at the candle take a deep breath in 
through your nose, and as you breathe in say to yourself, “Jesus says,” and as you breathe out say “I am the 
Resurrection.” Do this a few times, noticing how you are feeling or what you are thinking. When it feels like 
your prayer is over, carefully blow out the candle. You can write about your prayer, doodle, or draw a picture 
in your Passport. Supplies: Candle, lighter or matches. A leader close by to light the candle and monitor as 
needed.  
 
Get Ready to Discover:  Set out a sweet-smelling flower, a bag of smelly garbage, a dirty sock, and a plate of 
cookies. If providing those real items isn’t an option, show kids these illustrations.   
Ask kids: 
• When you take a deep breath, what do you smell? 
• What is your favorite smell? What smell do you think is the worst? 
• Which of these things are stinky? 
• Which of these things do you think smells good? 
• If you could fill a room with one of these smells, which would it be? 
• Which ones have you smelled at home? 
Introduce the Characters 
• Mary and Martha are sad that their brother Lazarus was sick and died. 
• They call for Jesus to come, hoping he can help them. 
• By the time Jesus arrives, Lazarus has been dead and buried several days. His tomb would have smelled bad! 
• Something amazing still happens to Lazarus because Jesus is there. 
 
Scenic Overlook:  Enter into the cave, imagine Jesus saying, “Come out!” and walk out.  Supplies: small pop-up 
tent or blankets to create your own cave. 
 
Music:  Learn the words & sing along w/ YouTube videos of some of our favorite songs!  *Song sheet with 
lyrics are included in this packet. 



 
 

Souvenir Shop: Lazarus crafts for kids!  Several crafts are suggested below from 123 Homeschool4me.   
https://www.123homeschool4me.com/lazarus-craft-for-kids/ 
  

               
 
Connect to the Bible:  Find John 11:25-26 in the New Testament. 
• John is the last of the 4 Gospels after Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The writer of John wants people to know 
and believe Jesus is the Son of God. What words does Jesus use in verse 25 to tell people who he is? 
• What words would you use to tell people who you are?   
• God created us with lots of feelings and ways to show how we feel. When does someone see you 
smile? When does someone see you cry? 
• Who cries the most in your family? Who cries the least? How do you comfort them? 
 
Acts of Kindness:  Mail a picture with encouragement, appreciation and love to the health care workers at 
Beaumont Hospitals:    Beaumont Hospital employees 

26901 Beaumont Blvd, Suite B16 
Southfield, Michigan 48033 

 

Extended Activity: On slips of paper, write the different “I AM” statements and put them in the plastic Easter 
eggs.  Have children hide their Easter eggs in a room and the adults look for them, then switch.  Discuss 
together how Easter eggs can be a reminder of resurrection. Supplies: plastic Easter eggs, slips of paper, 
pencils, markers. 

• Knowing the Great I AM 

• I AM the Bread of Life 

• I AM the Light of the World 

• I AM the Good Shepherd 

• I AM the True Vine 

• I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life 

• I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

 
Physical Activity:  Rainbow Exercise Scavenger Hunt – Follow instructions on page 5.  Have the kids brainstorm 
additional exercise ideas.  Supplies: none. 
 
Closing Prayer: 

Dear God, 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life for everything on earth. 
In Jesus Christ we have new birth. 
We are thankful you are the God we can know. 
You are with us here and everywhere we go. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
Resources: www.thegodwecanknow.com; www.education.com; Pinterest; Google; YouTube; www.wearesparkhouse.org 
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SONGS OF THE WEEK 

 
KUMBAYAH/JACOB’S LADDER mash up  
Video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYkiAFIYqPY 

 
(1) Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Oh Lord, kumbaya 
 

(2) We are climbing Jacob's ladder 
We are climbing Jacob's ladder 
We are climbing Jacob's ladder 
Soldiers of the Cross. 
 

(3) Someone's crying Lord, kumbaya 
Someone's crying Lord, kumbaya 
Someone's crying Lord, kumbaya 
Oh Lord, kumbaya 
 

(4) Every rung goes higher and higher 
Every rung goes higher and higher 
Every rung goes higher and higher 
Soldiers of the Cross. 
 

(5) Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya 
Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya 
Someone's praying Lord, kumbaya 
Oh Lord, kumbayah 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(6) Sinner’s do you love my Jesus 
Sinner’s do you love my Jesus 
Sinner’s do you love my Jesus 
Soldiers of the Cross 
 

(7) Someone's singing Lord, kumbaya 
Someone's singing Lord, kumbaya 
Someone's singing Lord, kumbaya 
Oh Lord, kumbaya 
 

(8) Rise and shine and give God the glory 
Rise and shine and give God the glory 
Rise and shine and give God the glory 
Soldiers of the Cross. 
 

(9) Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Kumbaya my Lord, kumbaya 
Oh Lord, kumbaya 
 

  

 

SING IT OUTLOUD 

Video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5A1t_9F4n8 
Sing, sing it out loud 
Sing it so everyone can hear 
Let it begin its ringing  
In every listening ear, right now 
Lifting our praise to brought us here 
Lifting our hearts to Jesus 
whose name we gladly sing. 
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