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Palm Sunday 

Hosanna, loud hosanna, 

the little children sang, 

through pillared court and temple 

the lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them 

close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, 

the simplest and the best.  (Jeanette Threlfall) 

These words ring in my mind each year as Palm Sunday approaches. Nothing compares to the excitement of our 

children on Palm Sunday when they parade into our Sanctuary and into our hearts, carrying their palm branches as 

their excited voices shout out “Hosanna!” Their simple faith and praise brings joy to our hearts. The thrill of the parade 

catches on in our souls and spirits even as we realize that we’ll enter into a more somber journey as we follow through 

Holy Week to Easter. 

I wonder what the crowds felt at the first Palm Sunday parade as King Jesus rode into Jerusalem some 2,000 years ago? 

Theologians and preachers have a variety of opinions about this. Sometimes preachers focus in on the joy of the 

parade. Others might ponder the fear felt by those who could be found guilty of insurrection. Cries of “Hosanna”— 

which means “Lord, save us”—might reflect hope or desperation from some yearning for relief from their oppression. 

Perhaps in this present time, our own “Hosannas” may represent a variety of feelings as we gather in the safety of our 

homes for Palm Sunday. 

In less than a week’s time, I’ve heard from four families within and beyond our congregation celebrating the birth of 

children. They all connected with me to share stories of hope as only a new baby in our midst can bring. Over the past 

two weeks, over 800 phone calls have gone out to connect with families and loved ones within our congregation. Food 

has been received to be shared with our mission partners this week. Volunteers and staff have helped to make life-

changing ministries happen. I’m so proud to be a part of who we are and what God is doing in our communities at 

Birmingham and Berkley First as we turn the Church inside out in this season. 

On any given day, I’m a bundle of so many emotions. Maybe you are, as well. Today, this week, as we approach Palm 

Sunday, I’m rediscovering how deeply grateful I am to be connected to you. I’m humbled by your generosity and your 

love for one another and the world around us. Gratitude brings the “Hosanna” to my lips this week as we give witness 

to what God is doing in the face of these wilderness moments today. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family  
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, March 31: Tom David, Mary McElmurray 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Deb and Mike Roy and family on the death of her 

mother, Jean Brown (J.B.) Yeargan, who died on March 25. A memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary on May 

30 at 11:00.  

Our Congratulations are shared with the following families who recently welcomed new babies: 

….Jamie and Emily Wells on the birth of Finnian Steven Wells on March 24. Proud grandmother is Lisa Wells.  

….Jason and Jessica Currie on the birth of Alexander Jason Currie on March 29.  

UMW Rummage Sale 
In keeping with the recommendations from the CDC through the end of April 2020, our 

next planned rummage sale will be October 11-16, 2020. Please save your rummage for this 

date. Our priority is to follow the guidelines presented by the CDC and to protect the 

health of our volunteers, general public, and rummage staff. Thank you for your faithfulness 

to this event. 

Rummage Committee 

Executive Board of the UMW 

UMW Scholarship Applications 
It’s time to apply for a college scholarship from United Methodist Women of Birmingham First. The purpose of these 

scholarship funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education while recognizing their involvement at 

church and encouraging future church affiliation and participation. Applications are available on the church website and 

must be submitted by May 6. Please mail completed applications to the address listed on the application while the 

church building is closed.  

Volunteers are Helping to Reach Out 

Our heartfelt thanks are shared with all who have helped our Caring and Connecting Ministries stay in contact with 

our congregants who find themselves homebound or in lockdown at various residential facilities. The calls reveal that 

our congregation is made of hardy stock! We will continue our touchpoint calls through the next 30 days and beyond, 

until COVID-19 is no longer an active threat to us all. 

We are also grateful to those of you who have offered to assist congregants with such needs as grocery shopping, 

prescription pick-up, and other “helps” that they made need. If you wish to add your name to the list of volunteers, 

please contact Lisa Marsh at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 or lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/umw-scholarship-applications/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Holy Week Worship 

Palm Sunday….We might not be together in one room, but that’s no reason not to 

join the Palm Sunday parade. Join our Sanctuary Worship livestream at 9:30 a.m. Grab 

a branch from a tree or a scarf from your closet and wave it in the air with shouts of 

“Hosanna!” Who knows? There may even be a children’s “parade”! CLC Worship also 

begins at 9:30 a.m. and Berkley Worship begins at 10:00.  

Maundy Thursday….Stream our Maundy Thursday service on April 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

to join in remembering Jesus’ great gift in the Last Supper and his final commandment 

to us. Our clergy and musicians will come to you from their own tables, and we 

encourage you to join at your table, with bread and something to drink, as we 

continue to “turn church inside-out,” remembering that God’s table is every table. 

Good Friday….Join us online on April 10 at 7:00 p.m. for a service of word and 

music as Detroit gospel legend Alvin Waddles joins Pastor Elbert for a powerful and 

uplifting evening remembering God’s gift to all in the life and teachings of Jesus. 

Easter….We’re going back to our roots! The first Easter was celebrated by a small, 

astounded group of women who approached an empty tomb. This year we might not 

“go” to church, or out to brunch…but the joy of Easter will not be contained. Stream 

our Easter celebrations straight to your home at 9:30 a.m. (Sanctuary and CLC) and 

10:00 a.m. (Berkley).  

You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First. Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

• Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

• Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

• Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

• High School newsletter 

• Middle School Newsletter 

• Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

• Berkley First Newsletter 

• 20s and 30s Newsletter 

• Daily Devotion (seasonal devotions) 

Let’s Stay in Touch! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church  

or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org  

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

or leave a message for Lisa at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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