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Birmingham First United Methodist Church 
Children’s Ministry week #1 – Easy, fun ways to discover Jesus 

I am the Light of the World: Knowing God’s Guidance 
 

Travel with children to better know God and explore the “I AM” sayings of Jesus.  This 
experiential movement through discussions and activities can be done in one day or in 
smaller segments throughout the week.  All activities are suggestions (not required) that 
allow us to look closely at Jesus’ life and to more fully see and experience the God we 
can know.  Some supplies are provided, but some activities require use of your own 
supplies.  Have fun, be creative and most importantly, enjoy each other’s company! 
 
Children will be able to: 

• Hear scripture from John 7:2, 14 and 8:12 

• Learn that Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World.” 

• Discover that it was hard for people to understand or believe that Jesus was the 
Son of God. 

 
Supplies provided: 

• Passport handout 

• Puzzle worksheets 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional supplies needed: 

• Pencil, crayons & markers 

• A candle you can light 

• Glass jar or playdough 

• Craft supplies to decorate glass jar  

• Pencils, crayons, markers 

• Sheets/blankets 

• pinecone bird feeder 
Opening Prayer: 

Dear God, 
We are thankful you are the God we can know. 
You are with us here and everywhere we go. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 

 

Introduction to Bible Story: 

Did you know that Jewish people have a special holiday that is called the Feast of 
Booths? During this holiday they build a booth in their backyard and live in it for the 
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week! It is a whole lot of fun. Families visit with one another and have fun camping out 
for the week. Even though doing this is a lot of fun, they do this to remember some 
important things about who God is and how God loves and cares for us. Do you 
remember in our first session when God spoke to Moses? Well, God kept on talking to 
Moses as he led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt. Moses and the Israelites wandered 
in the wilderness for forty years! (Show children Map 2) The whole time the Israelites 
were wandering around lost, God provided manna for them. Manna was like bread, but 
it fell from the sky and people could eat it and be nourished for their journey. They had 
enough. At night, when it was dark and they couldn’t see their way, God provided a 
pillar of light to guide them. For forty years they wandered, making booths and 
temporary campsites. Their booths provided shelter, like a tent; and the pillar of light 
showed them that God was with them, even in the middle of the night. Finally, the 
Israelites reached the Promised Land. They were so relieved to finally get there and so 
thankful to God for being faithful to them, that they wanted to be sure they always 
remembered that God was with them in the wilderness. They decided that for one week 
every year, they would celebrate by making booths, temporary tents and campsites, to 
remind them of their journey in the wilderness. They wanted their children to know that 
God is always with us. God shines a light in the darkness to show us the way. Guess 
when our Bible story takes place for this session? During the Feast of Booths! It’s in the 
Gospel of John 7:2, 14; 8:12. Let’s see what Jesus does.  
 
Bible Story: 

So Jesus was going into town to celebrate the Feast of Booths, and it was the final night. 
Show Jerusalem on a map (Map 7).  As he walked by all the booths, hearing people 
laughing, sharing food, and having fun, he remembered all the years of doing this with 
his mom and dad, Mary and Joseph. He remembered seeing his aunts and uncles, 
cousins and friends, and all the fun they had together remembering that God is faithful, 
and that God is with us. As he was remembering these things, he also may have felt 
some sadness. He knew that there were people who were very angry with him; he knew 
there were people so angry about the things he was doing that they were plotting to 
have him arrested and killed. Jesus knew he was the Son of God, but this was hard for 
other people to understand. Knowing all of this, Jesus walked right up to where they 
were lighting the torches to remind the Israelites that God is light in the darkness, to 
remind them of how God had provided a pillar of light to lead the Israelites when they 
were lost in the wilderness. Jesus stood in front of the torches and proclaimed, “I am 
the Light of the World!”   As you go into your Travel Sites, think about Jesus saying, “I 
am the Light of the World.” 



  edited 3/27/20 

2 
 

 
Travel Sites: 
 
 
Passport Office: Write “I am the Light of the World” in the passport stamp. Color and 
decorate this area of your Passport.   Supplies: Folded handout, colored pencils, crayons, 
markers.  
 
Travel Agency: Study the maps and think about the story for this session. Where did it 
take place? Imagine what the land looked like. What did the people see in the desert or 
as they crossed into the Promised Land?   Draw what you think they saw on the map.  
Supplies: Map of Israel, colored pencils or crayons, Bible that has maps included.  
 
Pray and Reflect: Light the candle. As you look at the candle, take a deep breath in 
through your nose, and as you breathe in say to yourself, “Jesus says,” and as you 
breathe out say, “I am the Light of the World.” Do this a few times, noticing how you are 
feeling or what you are thinking. When it feels like your prayer is over, carefully blow 
out the candle. You can write about your prayer, doodle, or draw a picture in your 
Passport. Supplies: Candle, lighter or matches. A leader close by to light the candle and 
monitor as needed.  
 
Souvenir Shop: Make a candle holder. A mason jar or modeling clay can be used to make 
a tealight candle holder.  Place the (battery-operated) votive candle inside.  Supplies: Jar 
or Play-Doh, votive candle, craft supplies to decorate. 
 
The God We Can Know Scenic Overlook: Use supplies to make a booth. Once you have 
made your booth, you can sit in it with your glow stick or flashlight. (An example is 
putting a blanket over a table and gathering under the covered table.)  Let them play, 
recall past family gatherings, brainstorm ways to stay connected with family & friends 
now and eat a snack in their own booth!  Review the Bible story while experiencing 
what it might have been like for the Israelites to wonder the wilderness for 40 years!  
Supplies: Gather a few sheets and blankets, glow sticks or flashlights. 
 
Physical Activity:  Go for a long walk (hike) in your neighborhood.  The Israelites did this 
for 40 years! 
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Snack Shop: Pretend you are in your booth with your family and you have a pretend 
campfire.  (Or have a real bon-fire outside!)  Make s’mores by roasting a marshmallow 
and then mashing it between two graham crackers and a chocolate bar.  Supplies: Craft 
supplies to make pretend bon-fire, Graham crackers, marshmallows, chocolate. 
 
Activity for Extended Session: This link provides more information about building a 
sukkah and the Feast of Lights: http://abt.cm/10YiplT 
You can follow the specifications of building a sukkah.  Sukkot (Feast of Booths/Feast of 
Tabernacles) is a Biblical holiday celebrated on the 15th day of the month of Tishrei (late 
September to late October). It is one of the three biblically mandated festivals on which 
Jews were commanded to make a pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem.  This year the 
celebration begins October 2. 
 
Craft activity: Make pinecone bird feeder. Jesus reminds us that he will provide for us 
what we need. As you make the bird feeder, talk about the ways that God provides for 
all of creation.  Coat the pinecones with the peanut butter, sunbutter or crisco and then 
roll in birdseed. Make a loop with yarn so the feeder can be hung from a tree.  Supplies: 
Pinecones, peanut butter (if there are allergies, a product like sunbutter or crisco can be 
substituted), yarn, birdseed.  
 
Mission: (requires returning card to Birmingham First on 3/27) Decorate the provided 
folded, Happy Easter card so that our college students’ day can be brightened by 
homemade art. Have your child write a note, draw pictures and share love creatively. 
Our church sends care packages to our college students several times a year. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 

Dear God, 
Jesus is the light that guides. 
His love surrounds us on all sides. 
We are thankful you are the God we can know. 
You are with us here and everywhere we go. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 

 
Resource:  www.thegodweknow.com 
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Passport Office: Write the I AM message & decorate 

 

The GOD We Can Know Passport 
Exploring the “I AM” Sayings of Jesus 

 

 

And Jesus said, 
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Map 2 

Travel Agency: Draw what the Israelites saw when they traveled? 

 

   
This is a map of the Sinai Peninsula showing the journey of Moses from Egypt to the land of Midian. 
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Prayer & Reflect: Doodle & write about your prayer time 

Feast of Booths – modern day pictures 
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John 7:2, 14; 8:12 

Jesus Goes to the Festival of Tabernacles 

7 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want[a] to go about in Judea because the 

Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of 

Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that 

your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure 

acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own 

brothers did not believe in him.  6 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you 

any time will do. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works 

are evil. 8 You go to the festival. I am not[b] going up to this festival, because my time has not 

yet fully come.” 9 After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee.  10 However, after his brothers 

had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in secret. 11 Now at the festival the 

Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is he?”  12 Among the crowds there 

was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good man.”  Others replied, “No, 

he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the 

leaders. 

Jesus Teaches at the Festival 
14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to 

teach. 

Dispute Over Jesus’ Testimony 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 

me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 

 

Discover that it was hard for people to understand or 

believe that Jesus was the Son of God. 
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Map #7 
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Family Outreach Packet - week #1 
I AM the Light of the World 

 

Suggested (but not limited too) ages and grades for the puzzle sheets 

• Page 1 – Instructions and answers 

• Pages 2-7 – Activities for all ages 

• Pages 8- 9 Early childhood, such as preschool & junior kindergarten 

• Pages 9-12 Early elementary grades like kindergarten & 1st grade 

• Pages 12-16 - Middle elementary grades like 2nd & 3rd grades 

• Pages 13-17 - Upper elementary grades, like 4th & 5th grades 
 

 
Matching for Middle & Upper Elementary 

Sadness – Jesus remember others are angry 

Celebration- families have fun together 

Manna – bread 

Special holiday – Feast of Booths 

40 years – wandering the wilderness 

Shelter – tent 

I AM – The Light of the World 

Jesus – Son of God 

God – Is the Light in the Darkness 

Pillar of light – Guiding at night 

Israelites – Jewish people 

 

 

Lighten Up 

I AM the Light of the World 
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Reflection for everyone 
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Fun for everyone
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Fun coloring for everyone 
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Fun coloring for everyone 
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Early Childhood
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Early Childhood & Early Elementary 
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Early Elementary
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Early Elementary 
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Early & Middle Elementary 
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Middle & Older Elementary 

 



14 
 

Middle & Older Elementary 
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Middle & Older Elementary 
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Middle & Older Elementary 
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Older Elementary 
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