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Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay Connected 

Just when we thought that we were only facing one more week, the governor told us on 

Monday that we all need to stay at home…for another three weeks. Most days, it seems 

like our lives are changing so quickly during this time that our heads are just spinning. I am 

so grateful for our staff as they continue to adapt to our new realities moment by moment. 

Sometimes we’ve had a few days to plan, and at other times we’re readjusting a plan and 

moving at such a fast pace. I am certain that this is happening in so many of your lives, as 

well. What hasn’t changed is our deep love and care for one another in spite of the physical 

distance. 

As we honor the governor’s executive orders and keep one another safe, our online 

worship experiences continue to evolve so that we can connect with you in this time. Our worship teams across our 

campuses may find themselves in different locations on this coming Sunday, but we are committed to providing 

meaningful worship opportunities each week. 

In these days of uncertainty, we all find ourselves searching for stability. Know that your church family is here for you 

as we connect in new ways. If you are connected with us through the wonders of technology in this digital age, you may 

have noticed a new digital communication on Fridays called “Birmingham@Home” inviting you to connect with us 

online while you are at home. Please forward the Birmingham@Home email you get each week to others. Also, please 

be sure to regularly visit our website, www.fumcbirmingham.org, as it is being updated daily with ways in which we can 

offer connection and care to one another as well as the family, friends, and neighbors with whom we share these 

opportunities.     

For those who are not able to connect online, you are still receiving Steeple Notes and the sanctuary sermon 

manuscripts. Steeple Notes might look different in these days because it is more oriented for our community that is not 

able to communicate digitally. 

When you need us, we are still just a phone call away. The church voicemail at Birmingham First is monitored from a 

distance when you call 248-646-1200, and in emergencies, the pastor-on-call phone number is 248-408-0038. 

If you’re able to volunteer to help those who cannot get out in these days, if you’d like to join our prayer team, or if 

you’d like to join our phone call team that is connecting by calling our sisters and brothers each week, please email Lisa 

Marsh at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message for her at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160. These days may be 

changing, but they do not change our ability to “Be the Church” and witness to our love for one another and the world 

around us. 

So let’s stay home, stay safe, and stay connected to one another in ways new and old. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Our Church Family and Announcements 
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

March 17: Mitch Manahan, Lee Ward 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Debbie Cox and family on the death of her father, Manley Eaton Cox, on March 15. 

….Mark and Chrystal Williams and family on the death of his stepfather, Harold Lanning, on March 18. A memorial 

service will be held at a later date. 

Easter Lilies….With the governor’s “stay at home” order, our worship services will no longer be livestreamed from 

our regular worship spaces. Therefore, we are no longer taking orders for Easter lilies. If you have any questions, 

please contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3121. 

UMW Scholarship Applications….It’s time to apply for a college scholarship from United Methodist Women of 

Birmingham First. The purpose of these scholarship funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education 

while recognizing their involvement at church and encouraging future church affiliation and participation. Applications 

are available on the church website and must be submitted by May 6. Please mail completed applications to the 

address listed on the application while the church building is closed.  

UMW Rummage Sale 
In keeping with the recommendations from the CDC through the end of April 2020, our 

next planned rummage sale will be October 11-16, 2020. Please save your rummage for this 

date. Our priority is to follow the guidelines presented by the CDC and to protect the 

health of our volunteers, general public, and rummage staff. Thank you for your faithfulness 

to this event. 

Rummage Committee 

Executive Board of the UMW 

We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org  

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray or leave a message for Lisa at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160 

Adult Small Groups and Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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