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Today’s scripture comes from Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth. It is from Chapter 2, 

verses 1-5. Just a few verses earlier in this letter, Paul is addressing division in the church—

division over who is right and who is wrong, who is justified and who is not. And Paul writes to 

remind them God’s kingdom is bigger than winning arguments. He writes: 

 

Friends, when I came and told you the mystery that God had shared with us, I 

didn’t use big words or try to sound wise. In fact, while I was with you, I made up 

my mind to speak only about Jesus Christ, who had been nailed to a cross. 

 

At first, I was weak and trembling with fear. When I talked with you or preached, 

I didn’t try to prove anything by sounding wise. I simply let God’s Spirit show 

God’s power. That way you would have faith because of God’s power and not 

because of human wisdom. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Last week we began our sermon series called Beyond Us vs. Them. Pastor Elbert gave us an 

introduction to the sermon series and the book we are studying along with the series, The Church 

of Us vs. Them: Freedom from a Faith That Feeds on Making Enemies. He reminded us that in 

John 13:34-35, Jesus commands that we love one another, but we seem to be so bad at it. We 

form our beliefs and we cling tightly to them, and when somebody challenges our beliefs, we get 

defensive and we begin to fight. And in the midst of our fighting, we forget that Jesus commands 

us to love one another, even our enemies, and before we know it, our witness to the world is not 

just compromised, but deeply tarnished. We become the Church of Us vs. Them. 

 

But Pastor Elbert also reminded us that there is no space for enemy making within the body of 

Christ. There is no space for enemy making within the body of Christ, for Christ is present with 

us here in the Body of Christ, and wherever there is space made for Christ’s presence, there can 

be no enslavement to the machine of strife, no enslavement to our jealousy, no enslavement to 

enemy making, but simply an openness to what Christ may do among us, for the glory of the 

Lord is revealed in the space of Christ’s presence. We must make space for Christ’s presence 

among us and be willing to consider that Christ is also present among those with whom we 
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disagree. This is how we stop being the church of us vs. them and start bringing the kin-dom of 

God here, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Today we consider the Bible as space beyond enemies. But in order to even begin to consider the 

Bible as a space that is beyond enemies, you have to first ask yourself, “How do I view the 

Bible?” What’s your context? Were you raised in the church all your life and so you consider the 

Bible through the lens of lifelong Christian experience? Are you new to the Christian faith and so 

you consider the Bible through the lens of your worldview? How do you view the Bible? 

 

Maybe you see the Bible as a book of stories. You read the stories of Moses and Esther and 

Jonah and Ruth and you try to glean whatever nuggets of wisdom you can from them. Maybe 

you find yourself in Job’s story. You feel like God has taken away everything good in your life 

and you have to decide if you are going to continue to praise God or not. Maybe you find 

yourself in Paul’s story—once you were a miserable human being but then God transformed you. 

Maybe you’re a lot like Sarah, wanting to trust in God’s promises but ready to take matters into 

your own hands when God doesn’t move fast enough for you. You see the Bible as a book of 

stories from which you might discover what God wants from you. I know what it’s like to see the 

Bible this way because I have viewed the Bible as a book of stories. 

  

Or do you see the Bible as a collection of verses that we can use to guide our daily living, inform 

our faith, and give us hope? Maybe you’ve become an expert at picking out some of those verses 

and quoting them or posting them on your social media. Maybe you’ve even memorized some of 

those verses. Like John 3:16, everybody knows that verse, right? Say it with me even if you 

don’t know it word for word; you probably know, for the most part, what it says. “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosever should believe in him should 

not suffer but have eternal life.” How about Jeremiah 29:11? “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.” Or how about Romans 12:2? “Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is—God’s good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

 

Now, if I really want to impress people with my biblical knowledge and my ability to memorize 

verses of scripture, I bring out the big gun, John 11:35. Anybody know what John 11:35 says? 

“Jesus wept.” That’s it. That’s the whole verse. Impressive, I know. I’ve been working on that 

one for years. 

 

The problem with seeing the Bible as a collection of verses from which you can pick and choose 

what you want to retain and what you don’t really care to hold onto is that it’s a dangerous way 

to go about reading the Bible. We can so easily fall into the trap of using the Bible to prove our 

beliefs or to win arguments or to judge one another or to make ourselves feel justified and 

righteous. But really, what we are doing is using the Bible as a weapon to try to defeat each 

other, and that does nothing to build the kin-dom of God. Jesus commands us to love each other, 

not tear each other down. Do you see the Bible as a collection of verses waiting for you to pluck 

the right one at the right time so that victory might be yours? I know what it is like to see the 

Bible this way because I have done it, too. 
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Or do you see the Bible as a book of rules, the do’s and don’ts of Christian living? People who 

see the Bible as a rule book often struggle to live up to Jesus’ example. They see themselves as 

consistent rule-breakers, not disciplined enough to be like Jesus, always falling short, always 

failing God in some way. They see God as the Divine Punisher. Their slogan is Romans 3:23, 

“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” They accept it as their fate and live 

their lives in lukewarm discipleship mode. But had they not cherry-picked that verse out of its 

context, they would have realized that what Paul actually said is that we don’t become righteous 

by following rules. It is only by the grace of God through the selfless love of Christ for us that 

we are made righteous, and we live into that truth only by faith and trust in God, not by our own 

power—ever, ever, ever. The Bible is not a book of rules meant to test your human power. I 

know what it is like to see the Bible as a book of rules and never feel like I could live up to it, but 

that simply is not the truth. If you see the Bible as a book of rules, I hope you will listen and 

consider what comes next. 

 

David Fitch, the author of the book The Church of Us vs Them, writes this:  

 

The Bible is nothing less than the Grand Drama of God. It is all-encompassing. Its 

pages unfold the greatest adventure of all time: God’s mission to save the world. 

Its story absorbs all who walk into its path. It summons every human on the face 

of the earth to join with what God has done, with all [God] is doing, and with 

where [God] is taking the world. Its authority does not lie in some external 

arbiter’s approval. The Bible’s authority is inherent to who God is and the way 

[God] is weaving together all who will enter into this marvelous Story. (p. 65) 

 

I have to agree with Fitch because I, too, see the Bible as God’s Grand Drama. It is so much 

more than a collection of stories or verses; it is the play book for what God is doing in the world. 

It is filled with mystery and adventure and intrigue and surprise. I can read the same passages 

multiple times and discover something new each time. It is alive and it gives life, and guess 

what? We are invited to participate in it. That alone ought to give us the energy to passionately 

pursue the way of Jesus. God invites us to be a part of this thing called life, and we not only get 

to live it, we get to be a part of the greatest story ever told! I don’t know about you, but if you 

aren’t jazzed about participating in what God is doing, you’ve either missed the point or you 

don’t know how this story ends. I’ll let you in on the secret of how this story ends: God wins! 

Death does not have the victory. Eternal life is ours to live. This is not all there is—it’s not even 

the best of what God has for us—so stop focusing on the small details and start living the big 

picture. God wins! 

 

So how are we going to do that? How are we going to stop focusing on the small details and start 

living the big picture? Fitch offers us this: 

 

When we see the Bible as God’s Grand Drama, the Bible becomes too big to be 

controlled or used as a weapon. It is a story that can only be told, participated in, 

and witnessed to. It’s not a collection of rules or anecdotal stories, it is the story, 

God’s story. The creation of the world, the people who began the story, Jesus who 

redeems it, the church that continues it, and what comes next. That’s God’s Grand 
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Drama. As we live out the story and recognize that Christ is present with us, a 

space is created for us to go beyond making enemies. (p. 67)  

 

It is in this space we must gather together—the Body of Christ. We read the scriptures, we think 

on them, we pray on them, we dialogue with each other, sharing what we perceive to be the truth 

and listening, honestly listening, to other points of view and then trusting the Holy Spirit to move 

in us and among us that we might find peace and unity with one another.  

 

This is what Paul was writing to the people in Corinth: “When I talked with you or preached, I 

didn’t try to prove anything by sounding wise. I simply let God’s Spirit show God’s power.” 

That way you would have faith because of God’s power and not because of human wisdom. We 

have to let God’s Spirit show God’s power. It is not up to you or I to prove what God is doing. 

We are simply invited to live in it and to invite others to it. This is why it is so important for you 

to be a part of a journey group. That is where the dialog and the prayer are practiced. That is 

where we have the privilege of practicing love and grace and forgiveness with each other. That is 

where we might learn how to let God’s Spirit show God’s power, that we might have faith 

because of God’s power and not because of human wisdom. I cannot emphasize enough the 

importance of being in a journey group to do life and faith together. 

 

Friends, are you ready to let God’s Spirit show God’s power? Are you able to see the entire arc 

of God’s Grand Drama and let go of your need to have proof of any kind? Are you willing to 

enter into dialog with each other about the scriptures—to listen to someone else’s point of view 

even if it is different from your own? Are you ready to pray, to ponder, to let God’s Spirit speak, 

and to still love the one who disagrees with you as Jesus commands? Let’s find that space where 

the Bible takes us beyond making enemies and frees us to live God’s Grand Drama. 


