
January 12, 2020 



Please silence your cell phone. 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION   

 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” Buxtehude 

   

*THE HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 139    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP Lavon Bayler 

Leader: A voice of power and majesty calls out to us,  

 “I am your God; I have called you in righteousness.” 

People: We are amazed that God knows us and calls us.  

 By God’s breath and spirit, we receive life.  

Leader: God takes us by the hand and leads us.  

 In covenant with God, we extend light to the world. 

People: Eyes are opened and prisoners are freed.  

 Justice and peace prevail, by God’s strength. 

Leader: Worship with joy and give glory to God’s name.  

 Listen for the new thing God declares. 

People: We remember that we have been baptized.  

 May we live as those with whom God is pleased. 

  

THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (All Singing) 

At the font we start our journey, in the Easter faith baptized;  

doubts and fears no longer blind us, by the light of Christ surprised.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope held out and realized. 

* * * 

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 

* * *  

THE CALL TO PRAYER  

 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell 

Creator God, we confess that at times it is hard to see how anything good is happening 

in the world. At times, we dwell in spiritual blankness, a void in which we do not see 

light, do not see color, do not see the brightness and hope that you bring. Call us into 

your perception: to hold on to every good deed, every beautiful thing, every joyful 

moment. Open our hearts to your steadfast love that penetrates the void. Guide us into 

the world of justice, to restore what has been taken, repair what has been broken, heal 

what has been harmed. Help us to not only shine your light, but to become your light to 

the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  



THE SILENT PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF GRACE 

* * *  

THE OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS  

 

THE OFFERTORY  “Down to the River to Pray” arr. Mack Wilberg 

 Chancel Choir  

* * * 

*THE HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 605    “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

 

THE SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:13-17 Pew Bible pg. 881 

 This is God’s living Word for God’s living people. ~ “Thanks be to God!” 

 

THE SERMON “A Story to Remember” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

 

THE REAFFIRMATION OF OUR BAPTISMAL COVENANT  

PROFESSION OF FAITH    

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of 

wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? I do.  

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? I do.  

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to 

people of all ages, nations and races? I do. 

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of  Christ’s holy 

church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? I will. 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM 



 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior  Pastor  

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior  Associate Pastor  

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

 Welcome All Put Love Into Action 

 Honor God Through Excellence Embrace Bold Vision 

 Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth Support One Another 

 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

*Congregation Standing ***Seating of Worshipers 

*THE HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 604    “Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God” 

 

*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please remain quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 
*THE POSTLUDE    “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” Burkhardt 


