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Light of the World 
Last Sunday in the main sanctuary at Birmingham First, we prayed the following 

prayer of confession: 

Creator of the Stars and Sun, creator of all light we know: we confess 

that at times it is difficult to find light, to trust that hope is alive. When 

families are torn apart; when floodwaters threaten and wildfires wreak 

havoc; when carelessness with creation spirals out of control; when a 

nation is divided and families are at odds: come unto us, O Creator God. 

Be the light in our world. Help us to shine Your light and to become the 

light the world needs. Breathe into us the breath of hope, speak into us 

Your truth, that Your love reigns. Life and light have the last word, not 

death and destruction. Reveal in us your light, and send us forth to 

become living hope to the world. In the name of Jesus, the Light of the 

World, we pray. Amen. (Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, adapted) 

In the days since the announcement of the proposed Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation in our 

global denomination (https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-Reconciliation-and-Grace

-through-Separation), I continue to turn to those words for confession, comfort, and hope of what God may yet do 

among us. What does it look like when we who have received the very breath of hope, light, and life choose to once 

again breathe hope, light, and life into the world around us? 

This Sunday, we’re celebrating the Baptism of our Lord. Reflecting on Jesus’ baptism, we’ll pause to remember our own 

baptism as we remember God’s continued loving claim on our lives. There is power in the stories of our baptism even 

we were too young to remember the day. What do you know about your own baptism? What have others told you? In 

a world of extreme divides, separations, and struggles, how might the Church reclaim our identity as the covenant 

community of grace? Might it begin at the baptismal font? 

Later this month, invite someone to join you for worship in the main sanctuary on Sunday, January 19, when we’ll begin 

a four-week series entitled Beyond Us vs. Them, during which we’ll explore how we might live faithfully in a Church 

and world of differences. Pick up a copy of the book, The Church of Us vs. Them: Freedom from a Faith That Feeds on 

Making Enemies by David Fitch, which will serve as a basis for the series and a Journey Group that I’ll be leading on 

Tuesdays, beginning January 21 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. You can sign up in the office. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. Don’t forget to mark your calendars and plan to join me in welcoming Bishop David Bard of the Michigan 

Conference of the United Methodist Church in the Christian Life Center on Sunday, January 26 at 3:00 pm. 

https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-Reconciliation-and-Grace-through-Separation
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-Reconciliation-and-Grace-through-Separation
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Our Church Family 
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, 

December 29: Maxine Thomas 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Tina Dupke and Carol Dupke Lee and family on the death of their daughter and sister, Marlea Moriarty, on 

December 16 in Virginia. 

….Lisa Wells and family on the death of her mother, Jackie Steiler, on December 23. 

….Kae Leffler and Jane Snyder and family on the death of Kay’s sister, Faith Enriquez, on December 28 in Seattle. 

“And he took them into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the families of these 

persons who were recently baptized: 

December 22: Benjamin Francis Bahor, Clara Violet Dammann, Leah Caroline Hermann, Kennedy Louise Kaline, 

Wyatt Hayes Karadsheh, Natalie Kate Salciccioli 

December 29: Jacquelyn Johnson, Paxton Henry Wiggins 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s 

message is by Judy Lowery with the title “Layer by Layer.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and 

press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Christian Classic Book Club will meet tonight (Wednesday, January 8) to 

discuss The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead. All are invited to join the discussion, whether 

you have read the book or not. We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214. Looking 

ahead, on February 5 we will discuss Middlemarch by George Eliot. 

….that this Sunday, January 12, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a pastor. Share your joys and 

concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time in prayer together. Prayer will take place in the 

Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following the postlude after each worship service.   

….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on February 9 and February 23. The Missions Candle ($30) is available 

on many upcoming dates. For more information or to reserve a date, please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 

3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org).  

….that you can earn extra money while performing an important public service. Thousands of short-term jobs with 

the 2020 census are available with flexible hours and paid training, and you will be paid $15-$24.50 per hour. Apply at 

www.2020census.gov/jobs.  

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.2020census.gov/jobs
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

College Care Packs will be sent to our college students the week of January 26. If your student had an address 

change since the fall of 2019, please send the new address to Karen Porter (kporter@fumcbirmingham.org) by January 

19. If you want to contribute an item to the college packets and are a new volunteer, please contact Sue Smith 

(sue.smith@beachcom.net). Again, if the student address is the same as fall 2019, you do not need to resubmit. We 

only need address changes. 

Children, Student and Family Ministries 
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New Journey Groups 

Journey Groups are small gatherings of people who are living life and 

exploring faith together. They are vital to our growth as followers of 

Jesus. Are you ready to join a Journey Group? Groups are ready for new 

faces! Check out our new online “Group Locator Tool” to help you find 

a group that meets your needs. In addition, Winter/Spring Program 

Guides are available around the building. It’s not too late to join a group! These groups are new this year: 

Beyond Us vs. Them….Finding ourselves caught in the midst of an antagonistic world that feeds on turning us into 

foes, how might faithful followers of Christ reclaim the heart of ministry found in living in relationship with one another 

and the world around us? Based on the book The Church of Us vs. Them: Freedom from a Faith That Feeds on Making 

Enemies by David Fitch. Led by Pastor Elbert Dulworth. Meets for five weeks beginning Tuesday, January 21 from 6:00-

7:00 p.m. Free childcare. Please pre-register in the church office.  

Empty Nesting Moms….A group for moms who are journeying through this difficult life transition. Join with others 

who seek to connect, build friendships, and do an occasional book study. Led by Holly Pisano. Tuesdays beginning 

January 14 from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  

Moving Forward….Aging is inevitable, but learning to embrace it can make all the difference! Join this new journey 

group to explore, discuss and consider how to age gracefully and enjoy this phase of life. The group will meet two 

Tuesdays each month beginning January 14 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Led by Miranda Burnett and Pastor Suzanne Walls. 

Please pre-register in the church office.  

Berkley Men’s Breakfast….Join with other men to open up scripture and build friendships. Second Saturday of the 

month at 9:30 a.m. at Alex’s Restaurant in Berkley.  

Coffee and a Bible Journey Group….Meet at Biggby Coffee on 12 Mile in Berkley. We will begin with the book of 

Ephesians. Tuesdays beginning January 14 from 8:15-9:00 a.m.  

Thursday Evening Journey Group….Join this new group for lively discussion and learning as we explore what the 

Bible means for us today. Second and fourth Thursdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Berkley Campus.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3349
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/program-guide/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/program-guide/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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Hunger Sunday….January 12 is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in the offering will be credited 

to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering this Sunday. For checks and 

bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. All donations go toward hunger relief. Thank you for your 

support.  

Pie and Quiche Day is January 26! It’s time to order your homemade pies and quiches. To place your order, please 

stop by Fellowship Hall or the CLC after Sunday services or come to the church office before January 21. You can 

choose from ham and cheese or spinach and mushroom quiche, and apple, cherry or chocolate pies. We also offer 

gluten-free options. All proceeds benefit the Methodist Children’s Home in Redford, the Baldwin Center in Pontiac, 

and the Costa Rica Methodist Children’s Home. Thanks for your generosity and support.  

Ways to Serve 

A huge thank you to all who helped make our poinsettia delivery program a success in December. We delivered 

approximately 200 plants to members, and all were appreciated. This ministry could not exist without your kindness 

and persistence in connecting with many members who can’t attend as regularly as they’d like. The information cards 

you filled out after your deliveries are of great help to Caring Ministries as we follow up with those congregants who 

could benefit from another visit or ongoing support. And it’s gratifying to know that many of you benefited from the 

delivery experience as much as the recipients! Thank you again. —Lisa Marsh, Caring Ministries Coordinator 

Poinsettia Delivery Thanks 

Desert Sisters Retreat 

All women are invited to join us and connect with past and future retreatants at an 

informational gathering tonight (Wednesday, January 8) at 6:30 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. We 

will share a time of fellowship, this year’s retreat theme, and how and when to register. 

Sarah Hescheles and Gwen Moore will lead the 2020 Desert Sisters retreat, September 15-

18 at Northport Bay Retreat House. For more information, email the leaders at 

fumcdesertsister@gmail.com or call/text Sarah at 231-675-9940.  

Opportunities for Fellowship 

Merry Mates….Casey Pedersen, Police Officer, Birmingham Police, will provide our group with safety tips and ideas 

that can be applied to any life situation. Come and join this friendly group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday, 

January 17 at 6:00 p.m. A catered dinner ($15) will be served at 6:30 p.m. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (248-364-

4438 or sharonbobpierce@gmail.com) by early evening on Sunday, January 12. 

Sunday Social….Seniors are invited to join us for lunch on Sunday, January 19 at 12:15 p.m. Chef Hollie will once 

again work her magic to prepare a lovely meal as we reconnect with stories about our respective holidays. Please RSVP 

to Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160) no later than Thursday, January 16 so the 

right amount of food can be prepared.  

mailto:fumcdesertsister@gmail.com
mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


What keeps you up at night? At 3:00 AM, do you find yourself wide awake worrying or 

frozen with guilt? Sometimes our choices come back to haunt us. Sometimes we are 

ashamed of our past. Sometimes we wish we could have done things differently.  

Guilt. It can make us wish we had done things differently and hold us back from being the 

person that God created us to be. So at 3:00 AM, when guilt is eating away at us, what do 

we do?  

Join us for worship on Sunday for a series called 3:00 AM, and let’s grow towards 

forgiveness, grace and healing, leaving behind worry and guilt. I hope to see you in worship 

on Sunday! 

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

Worship in the CLC: Guilt 
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Think your family is dysfunctional? You’ve got nothing on the patriarchs and matriarchs of 

the Old Testament! Lying, cheating, scheming, and murderous—these folks really had 

some issues. And yet, God was able to bless them and put them to use in spite of their 

shortcomings.  

Join us this Sunday at Berkley First as we learn how to create beauty out of the stuff we 

have in our family life. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Bricolage in Your Family 

Every person wants to have a secure financial future, but where 

do you start? How do you build an emergency fund when you 

have bills to pay and debt to pay off? Dave Ramsey’s well-

known class is for anyone and everyone, whether you want to 

eliminate debt, manage your money, learn to save and spend 

wisely, or plan for college or retirement.  

Led by Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Birmingham First is offering the Financial Peace University course for nine weeks 

beginning Sunday, February 9 at 6:30 p.m. Cost: $20. As needed, childcare will be provided. Pre-registration with 

payment is required in the church office or on the church website. For additional information about Financial Peace 

University, go to DaveRamsey.com.  

Financial Peace University 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/financial/
http://www.daveramsey.com


Did you know we have a “Member Portal” on our website where you can confidentially update your contact 

information, give online, set up recurring gifts, view your contributions, manage your payment methods (credit cards 

and checking accounts), view and register for upcoming events that are available for online registration, and see your 

current online registrations? 

If you give online or have registered for an event online, you already have an account. If you need to set up your 

account, it’s easy! Just follow these steps: 

1. Go to the Birmingham or Berkley First website. At www.fumcbirmingham.org, click on the Member Portal link at 

the top left corner in the red bar. At www.berkleyfirst.org, click on the Member Portal link from the menu on 

the home page. Both links take you to the Member Portal Home Page. 

2. Click on the “log in/create account” link in the blue box located at the bottom of the Member Portal Home Page.  

3. Go to the “Register for an Account” section and click on Register in the blue box at the bottom of the page. 

4. Fill out the New Account Request form and click Register when complete. 

5. Go to the email account you used to register and open the New Account Verification email from Birmingham/

Berkley First. 

6. Click on the link provided in the email to activate your account. You will not be able to log in without this activation 

step. If the link does not work, copy and paste it into the address bar located at the top of the screen on your 

web browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc…).  

7. You will be back on the Member Portal Home Page once you activate the account and are now ready to log in. 

If you would like help setting up your account or with how to navigate the member portal, please contact Bev 

Richardson (brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3156).  

Member Portal 
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Join us on Sunday, January 19 at 3:00 p.m. as we celebration the dedication of our Sanctuary’s Schimmel piano, which 

was purchased several years ago with a memorial gift to the Glory of God in memory of David Willison. The recital will 

feature David’s daughter, Ann Lemke, playing the oboe and Doris Hall playing the piano, as well as several other 

musicians. Is there a better way to spend a Sunday afternoon in January than listening to music by two of Birmingham 

First’s favorite musicians? We hope you will join us for this free concert.  

Piano Dedication Recital  

 

Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

 

Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/birminghamFUMC) 

Let’s Get Social! 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC


Happening This Week 
Wednesday, January 8 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Gentle Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

5:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

6:30 p.m. Volunteer Dinner—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts Pack 1032 

6:30 p.m. Desert Sisters Informational 

Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. UMW Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, January 9 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

7:00 p.m. Investment Committee 

7:00 p.m. Rachel Circle—Offsite 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, January 10 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Gentle Mat Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, January 11 

9:00 a.m. Intro to Centering Prayer 

Workshop—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Unite training 

Sunday, January 12 

8:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

9:30 a.m. CLC Worship  

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship—

Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

8:15 a.m. Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Big Chapel 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

10:45 a.m. 20s and 30s Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Nursery 

11:30 a.m. Confirmation Class—Berkley 

5:00 p.m. HS Dinner and Youth Group 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Handbells 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

6:30 p.m. MS Dinner and Youth Group 

7:30 p.m. High School Handbells 

Monday, January 13 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Gentle Flow Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Grief with Grace 

12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

6:00 p.m. Compass 

6:30 p.m. Singing Bowls—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Nominating 

Committee 

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

7:15 p.m. Board of Trustees 

7:15 p.m. Finance Committee 

7:15 p.m.  SPRC 

Tuesday, January 14 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men’s Group 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW Children of the Word 

10:00 a.m. WOW Women of the Word 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. WOW Coffee 

12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens and Teens 

1:00 p.m. Women at One 

5:30 p.m. Childcare for Journey Groups 

5:30 p.m. Parents of Young Children 

Journey Group 

6:00 p.m. Love and Logic Journey Group 

6:00 p.m. Gentle Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. GRIP 2.0 

7:00 p.m. Empty Nesting Moms Journey 

Group 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. WOW at Night 

Wednesday, January 15 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:15 a.m.  GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. Gentle Mat Yoga 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Food Prep 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

7:00 p.m. Preschool Committee 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, January 16 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

7:00 p.m. Hunger Ministry 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   www.fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer,  
and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  www.berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

The Liturgists are Gabe Ervin at 8:15, Rev. Suzanne 

Walls at 9:30, Gabe Ervin at 11:00, Rev. Sarah Alexander 

in the CLC, and Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at Berkley.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and given by a grateful parishioner in honor of the many 

who give of their time and talents to the marvelous music 

ministry here at Birmingham First. You are truly a “joy to 

behold.” 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 

 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

Reaffirmation of our Baptismal Covenant 

Matthew 3:13-17 

“A Story to Remember” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”  

“Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God”  

Anthem 

“Down to the River to Pray” 

Chancel Choir 

 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 
9:30 a.m. 

Matthew 26:69-75 

3:00 AM: Guilt 

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

Songs 

“Let It Shine”  

“More Than Conquerors”  

“All Creatures of our God and King”  

“Be Thou My Vision”  

“God with Us”  

“Come as You Are” 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Genesis 27:41-45 

“Bricolage in Your Family” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus 

Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor 

God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of 

Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org

