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Ripples 

A s we enter this month of Thanksgiving, my heart is filled with gratitude for 

you and the many ministries that happen in this place. Last weekend, my 

soul was nurtured as Casey and our choirs shared the music of the great composer 

Morten Lauridsen at our Composer Festival. Walking through our Missions Fair in 

Fellowship Hall, I could sense an energy and excitement from so many of our mission 

partners who are transforming lives in Jesus Christ because of the work we do 

together. 

Diana Butler-Bass, in her book Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks, 

describes gratitude as being both an emotion that we feel as well as the responses 

that flow forth from the emotion in acts that witness our gratitude. She writes, “This 

is not a closed circle of exchange; it is more like the circles that ripple across a pond when pebbles are tossed into the 

water. Everything is a gift.” 

As estimates of giving continue to come in from our Taking the Next Steps campaign, I’m so grateful for the generous 

response you have shared with us. I’m excited to see that as of Monday, November 11, we had 448 responses totaling 

$1,926,630 towards our ministry plan for 2020. Among those who turned in an estimate of giving for our 2019 ministry 

plan as well as for the coming year, we continue to see an overall increase of 13%. We have also seen a total of 59 new 

estimates for 2020 totaling $129,035. Our Home Fires fund (for building maintenance) has received 150 estimates 

totaling $169,107. 

In the coming days, our Finance Committee and leadership teams will begin determining our ministry plan for 2020. I’m 

excited to think about the great ripples we might send out in this coming year as a result of the generosity of so many 

people who have already prayerfully responded. If you have not yet completed an estimate of giving for 2020, please 

prayerfully consider, “God, where would you have me to be in my giving?” and then respond by filling out your card 

and placing it in the offering plate, bringing it to the church office, or completing it online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/

giving. God is at work as we continue to pray and respond to where God is leading us together to see lives, 

communities, and the world changed in Jesus Christ. 

I look forward to seeing you on Sunday when we’ll talk about listening for, discerning, and responding to God’s voice in 

our journey of faith. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

P.S.  Don’t forget that there is still time to support our Partners in Mission (PIM) appeal that funds so many amazing 

mission projects. All of your PIM donations between now and Giving Tuesday (December 3, 2019) will be matched at 

50%. If we raise $30,000 between now and that time, we will receive the full $15,000 matching gift from one of our 

donors. Let’s see what God might do through us in missions in this season! 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/annual-giving-commitment-form/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/annual-giving-commitment-form/
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, November 12: Harold Lanning, Becky Manter, Frank Ruprich, Ed Selwocki  

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

November 4: Joan Balogh, Byron Work  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Anita Barratt, and next week’s 

message is by Lisa Lyon. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered 

by our automated system. 

….that when Birmingham Public Schools are closed due to inclement weather, 

scheduled programs in the Christian Life Center and ministries for children, youth and 

parents groups are cancelled. Decisions regarding other programs will be made by the group 

leader. The main church building will remain open.  

….that Fair Trade coffee and chocolate will be available for purchase during the coffee hours on Sunday, 

November 17. 

….that you can support the Boy Scouts by purchasing your Christmas wreath, porch pots, evergreen roping or 

grave  blankets from Troop 1032. Order forms are available in the church office. Greens may be picked up at the 

church on Sunday mornings, December 1 or December 8. Contact Sandy Thornton (setbet120@aol.com) for more 

information.  

….that Cass Community Social Services will host the 13th Annual Rochester Holiday Breakfast on Sunday, 

December 8 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Over 400 guests are expected at the Royal Park Hotel for a breakfast to 

feature how lives were profoundly impacted in 2019 thanks to Cass. Rev. Faith Fowler is the keynote speaker. Tickets 

are $45 for adult and $20 for children 12 and under. To purchase tickets, go to https://casscommunity.org/events/

rochester/.  

….that items left in the church office must be marked to indicate what they are for. Many items are left with no 

note, and we have no idea what to do with them. Especially at this time of year, we collect donations for many of our 

mission areas, plus we get “lost and found” items and things left for others to pick up. Your help is needed! Please 

make sure everything is clearly marked. It’s also a good idea to leave your name and phone number in case we have any 

questions. Thank you! 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:setbet120@aol.com
https://casscommunity.org/events/rochester/
https://casscommunity.org/events/rochester/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Unite 3 on 3 Basketball 2020 registration is open! Boys and girls from young-5s through 5th 

grade (5th grade girls only) are welcome to play. We will meet in the Christian Life Center on 

Saturdays, January 18-March 14. Each session is an hour and a half and includes practice time 

and game time, as well as a themed faith moment and “Pistons style” introduction for each 

player. We also support a mission each season. Registration fee is $90 and includes a jersey. 

New this season: childcare for player siblings up to age 4. Go the church website to register. 

Space is limited, so register today! Contact Beth Torrey (btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org) with 

questions. 

Children, Student and Family Ministries 
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The Hunger Ministry’s Home Foods Table returns to Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

November 17. Delicious homemade goodies will be provided by the Mixed Doubles and 

Triads social groups. Thanksgiving is a time of feasting and sharing with those less fortunate. 

Your dollars help share “the feast” with families that would not have one without help. All 

donations go to our Hunger Ministry, which disperses funds to local agencies providing hunger 

relief in our community. Every little bit helps. Thank you for your support! 

Angel Tree Sunday is quickly approaching, and your help is needed to serve about 200 families within the Detroit 

Metro area this Christmas season. We hope you will continue to show your support and love for this wonderful 

mission tradition. Please contact Liz Rito (ejrito@gmail.com or 586-703-6495) with any questions. Options for 

donations include but are not limited to: 

 Stopping by Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 17 to choose an angel (or 

angels) from one of our many trees (gifts due back to church on Sunday, 

December 1).  

 Making a donation toward our non-perishable food bags ($40/bag) to help feed 

our Angel Tree families. 

 Donating funds for someone else to shop for an angel in your absence. 

 Volunteering your time and talents during Angel Tree preparations, December  

2-6. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CA4AE29AB9-angel1.  

 Delivering gifts and food bags to Angel Tree families on Saturday, December 7 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.).  

 Monetary donations will be accepted by cash or check (payable to Birmingham First) or by online giving at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving (place amount in “Other” section and denote “Angel Tree” for your other 

contribution) through Monday, December 2. 

 

Ways to Serve 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/unite-basketball/
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:ejrito@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CA4AE29AB9-angel1
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
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Church Conference Dinner Volunteers….Our Church Conference is Monday, December 9. Dinner is served at 

6:30 p.m., and we need some volunteers to help make it happen. If you are able to be part of this team, please contact 

Beckie Bower (bbower@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3144) and let her know which shift works best for 

you. As a thank you for volunteering, please join us for dinner (6:45-7:15 for volunteers).  

 12:00-2:00 p.m.   Set tables (5) 

 5:30-6:15 p.m.   Assist Chef Hollie, plating food (4) 

 5:45-6:45 p.m.   Cashier (1) 

 7:15-7:45 p.m.   Cleanup Crew (8-10) 

Hunger Ministry Cookie Walk….Sign up during the Sunday coffee hours to bake or volunteer for the Hunger 

Ministry Cookie Walk on Sunday, December 8, or sign up online at www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-

cookie1. All proceeds are donated to local charities and food kitchens in the Metropolitan Detroit area.  

Brightmoor Thanksgiving Meals….Your $20 or $35 donation will feed a 

Brightmoor family for Thanksgiving. A $20 donation will purchase a frozen turkey 

and a $35 donation purchases an entire meal: a turkey, pie, pan, bag of potatoes, 

and bag of non-perishable food. Cash or check donations will be collected in the 

Children and Family Ministry office and in the Christian Life Center through 

November 17.   

Intentional Hospitality is hospitality that goes beyond being friendly. Part of our intentional hospitality here at 

Birmingham First begins with our greeters on Sunday mornings. There are also opportunities for hosts and hostesses at 

special events held here. We’d love to have you join the team. Mary Feldmaier will be at the kiosk in Fellowship Hall 

during the coffee hours on November 17 to sign you up for a time of extending your welcome! 

Christmas Gift Wrapping supplies are being collected to support the Cass Christmas 

Store. Our “wish list” includes 125 rolls of wrapping paper, 125 pairs of adult scissors (dollar 

store), 125 rolls of Scotch tape, 125 pens, 750 gift tags and 750 bows. Drop off your 

donations in the bin outside the Children’s Ministry office until December 6. Our Sunday 

School children will assemble the supplies into kits which will be handed out to participating 

families at the Cass Christmas Store.  

Brightmoor Christmas Store is December 7. Last year they served 225 households, which meant 672 children and 

448 adults had a happier holiday. Volunteer your time to set up the store on Friday, December 6, or help at the store 

on Saturday, December 7. We need lots of new or gently used donations like winter coats and boots for children and 

adults, small appliances, toys and stuffed animals, blankets, and cans or boxes of non-perishable food. Financial 

donations are also welcome so we can purchase special things for the shoppers. Contact Jean McKeehan (313-530-

7902 or jeanmckeehan@comcast.net) to volunteer or with questions. Checks should be made out to “RBI” and left for 

Jean in members’ mail in the church office. Other donations can be labeled “Brightmoor” and left in the church office. 

We need all donations by Tuesday, December 3. The people of Brightmoor are so grateful for your ongoing help! 

More Ways to Serve 

mailto:bbower@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-cookie1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-cookie1
mailto:jeanmckeehan@comcast.net


Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class on Sunday, 

November 17 that will provide you with the knowledge, resources and 

relationships needed to take your next steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. 

Associate clergy and ministry leaders will also attend. The session will be relaxed 

and informative as you learn more about the United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of the session there will be a short 

joining ceremony for those who decide to become members. We will meet at 

the Birmingham First Campus from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on November 17. 

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham and Berkley First, Contact Mary 

Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) for more details.  

Discover First 

This week we continue with our series called Grub: The Power of Faith & Food as we explore 

a story from 1 Kings 17:7-15. In this story the prophet Elijah asks a poor widow for food in 

the midst of a drought that has made food extremely scarce. She has only a small amount of 

flour and oil, just enough for today, and then she and her son will starve to death. God can 

do great things with even the smallest of provisions. Can a little flour and oil provide the 

hope we need to live life to the fullest?  

Join me in the Christian Life Center on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. for excellent worship and a 

message of hope! 

Pastor Susie Hierholzer 

Worship in the CLC: Food that Provides Hope 
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...But wait! There’s more… 

Grace upon Grace has been Pastor Zack’s topic the past two weeks. You learned that Grace 

is the love of God which we all experience, whether we realize it or not. It is God’s 

confetti, God’s refreshing mist and God’s construction. Join us for worship on Thursday at 

6:00 p.m. or Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Together, we are on a journey as people of faith.  

Pastor Suzanne Walls 

Berkley First: But Wait!  



Opportunities for Women 

Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 20 at 10:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor. All women are invited to hear 

Pastor Susie Hierholzer share her story with us. A special offering will be taken for Baldwin Center to purchase gift 

wrappings for their Christmas store. Please call Claudia Crosby (248-549-0969) if you have questions.  

Advent by Candlelight….Calling all Birmingham and Berkley First ladies! Sign-up is 

now open for hosting or attending Advent by Candlelight 2019. The dates are 

Monday, December 2 and Tuesday, December 3 from 6:45-9:00 p.m. You can choose 

to host a table for eight or join friends at the communal table. Advent by Candlelight 

is a great way to start the Advent season with an evening of worship, music, dessert 

and fellowship. To sign up, see us during the coffee hours on November 17, or to go 

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-2019. With questions, please contact 

Melinda Stone (mctaggartstone@yahoo.com or 248-765-3909).  
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Advent Study and Daily Devotionals 

Advent Study….During the month of December, you are invited to join an Advent Study 

group as we read together Down to Earth by Mike Slaughter and Rachel Billups. Then 

worship with us on Sunday mornings for our Down to Earth Advent sermon series.  

In Down to Earth, Slaughter and Billups explore what the Christmas miracle means to each 

of us. Have we ever really grasped the miracle that took place in Jesus’ birth? Then using 

story and scripture, the authors challenge us to respond during Advent with down-to-earth 

love, humility, lifestyle and obedience. 

These Birmingham Campus groups will participate in the Advent study and invite you to 

join them: 

 Parents of High School and College—Mondays, November 25-December 23 at 12:45 

p.m. Jenny Williams, leader 

 Tuesday Morning Men’s Study—Tuesdays, November 19-December 17 at 6:30 a.m. George Work, coordinator 

 Tuesday Women’s Study—Tuesdays, November 26-December 17 at 9:30 a.m. Elbert Dulworth, leader 

 Arbon Dennis Men’s Group—Wednesdays, November 20-December 11 at 6:30 a.m. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, leader 

 New Advent Study—Sundays, December 1-22 from 11:00 a.m. to noon. Lindsey Hall and Julie Work, leaders 

 Empty Nesting Moms Group—Sunday, December 1 and Tuesdays, December 10 and 17 at 7:00 p.m. Holly Pisano, 

leader 

To register for one of these groups, contact the church office (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200) or use 

the Group Locator Tool found on the Journey Group page on the church website (keyword: “Advent”). Books ($10) 

are available in the Circuit Rider Bookstore and in the main office.  

Advent Daily Devotional….As part of our focus on Down to Earth, we will once again provide a devotional by email. 

Devotions will be sent daily beginning Monday, December 2 (no devotionals on Sundays). If you do not receive Steeple 

Notes by email and would like to receive the devotional, you may sign up on the church website. If you prefer a printed 

devotional book, a limited number of copies are available in the church office for a suggested donation of $10.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-2019
mailto:mctaggartstone@yahoo.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3349
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/


Happening This Week 
Wednesday, November 13 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. UMW Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 14 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

6:00 p.m. Nominating Committee 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Rachel Circle 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, November 15 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

Saturday, November 16 

Nothing Scheduled 

Sunday, November 17 

8:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

9:30 a.m. CLC Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship—

Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

8:15 a.m. Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Nursery 

11:00 a.m. 20s and 30s Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Journey Group Leader 

Reception 

5:00 p.m. Discover First 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Handbells 

5:00 p.m.  High School Youth Group & 

Dinner 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:00 p.m. RBA Thanksgiving Meal Prep 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

6:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group & 

Dinner 

7:30 p.m. High School Handbells 

Monday, November 18 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:30 a.m. Preschool Pie Distribution 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Gentle Flow Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Grief with Grace 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:30 p.m.  Communications Team 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Nominating 

Committee 

7:00 p.m. Connecting/Hospitality 

Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation Ministry 

7:00 p.m.  Hunger Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Missions Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Steeple Stock 

Tuesday, November 19 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

10:00 a.m. WOW 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. WOW Coffee 

12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens and Teens 

1:00 p.m. Bridge 

5:30 p.m. Childcare for Journey Groups 

5:30 p.m. Parents with Young Children 

6:00 p.m. Elbert’s Journey Group 

6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study 

Group—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Holly’s Journey Group 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. WOW at Night 

Wednesday, November 20 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Food Prep 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

6:30 p.m. First Nurses 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 21 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

6:00 p.m. Nominating Committee 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

Friday, November 22 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 
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 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 
The Liturgists are Rev. Sarah Alexander and Gabe Ervin 

at 8:15, Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 9:30, Rev. Shawn 

Lewis-Lakin and Gabe Ervin at 11:00, and Rev. Lindsey 

Hall in the CLC.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of George and Lucy Evans. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Maisy 

Marie Grabiel, born October 25 to Steven and Lisa 

Grabiel. Proud grandparents are Jeff and Louann Grabiel.  

Sunday, November 17, 2019 

 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

1 Samuel 3:1-10 

“Who’s Calling?” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”  

“The Voice of God is Calling”  

“Christ for the World We Sing” 

Anthems 

“Festival Sanctus” - Celebration Ringers 

“Give Praise to God” - Disciple Choir 

“This is My Father’s World” - Covenant Choir  

“In Christ We Come to Offer Thanks” - Chancel Choir 

 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 
9:30 a.m. 

1 Kings 17:7-15 

Grub: “Flour & Oil: Food that Provides Hope” 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Songs 

“Amazing Grace”  

“More than Conquerors”  

“Counting Every Blessing”  

“My Hallelujah”  

“Abide With Me”  

“Our Great God” 

 

Thursday Worship 
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

John 1:16 ESV, Philippians 2:12-13 

Grace upon Grace: “...But wait! There’s more...” 

Rev. Suzanne Walls 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus 

Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor 

God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of 

Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org

