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Music and Missions 

I ’ve heard it said that outside of a German opera house, one can find these 

words, “Bach gave us God's Word. Mozart gave us God's laughter. Beethoven 

gave us God's fire. God gave us music that we might pray without words.” St. 

Augustine once said, “To sing is to pray twice.” 

When words are not enough to express the breadth of our emotions and the 

depth of our heart’s cries, music seems to reach into the deepest corners of our 

souls and spirits. Music inspires us with passion, purpose, peace, and hope. Perhaps 

in the tones beyond words, we hear the voice of God speaking to us in notes of 

love too deep for words. Words can be limiting, but music seems to move us 

beyond those limits. 

This weekend, I am so excited to welcome our composer, Morten Lauridsen, for the annual Composer Festival. A 

variety of vocalists will come from our choir as well as choirs at churches throughout our area to attend a workshop 

with our composer on Saturday. I hope that you will join me that evening at 7:30 in the Sanctuary at Birmingham First 

as a full choir offers a concert from what they have been rehearsing throughout the day with Mr. Lauridsen. 

On Sunday morning during our 9:30 and 11:00 services in the main sanctuary, our choirs will share three pieces with 

us. Then stop by Fellowship Hall following worship where you’re sure to hear some exciting stories about the powerful 

missions of our church as we share in our Mission Fair. 

We’ll also kick-off our fall Partners in Mission appeal that supports our long-standing mission partnerships locally, 

nationally, and globally. I can’t wait to share more about those missions with you on Sunday as well as introduce the 

possibility of a generous matching gift opportunity to increase our dollars for missions this year. 

As we celebrate our commitment to missions this week, the words from “O Nata Lux” (O Born Light), one of the 

anthems by our composer, have spoken to me throughout these days. The Latin words of the prayer translated into 

English are offered up, saying, “Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh for the sake of the lost ones, grant us to 

be made members of your holy body.” Made in the image of God and incorporated in the body of Christ, we reflect 

God’s image best when we, like Christ, find ourselves sharing God’s presence among those who struggle most that 

they may experience God’s presence made real in the body of Christ. Revealing God’s presence, putting love into 

action…this is the heart of serving…this is the heart of missions. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

P.S.  Don’t forget to stop by the SERVV Sale in Fellowship Hall after worship where you can pick up some unique, 

handcrafted, Fair Trade gifts for your loved ones. These gifts are produced and crafted by farmers and artisans from 

around the world. 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

November 4: Byron Work 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, 

October 28: Joan Balogh  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Dennis and Jan Wade and family on the death of his mother, Carmella Rex, on October 18. 

….Greg and Diana McComas and family on the death of her mother, Betty Jane, Leslie on October 22. 

….Michael and Laurie Frasier and family on the death of his mother, Dr. Ruth Ann Frasier, on October 26.  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s 

message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that you can complete your Estimate of Giving for 2020 through our website: 

www.fumcbirmingham.org. Just follow the link for “Give” at the top of the home page. From 

that page you may also make a contribution by credit card or from your checking or savings 

account for one-time or recurring donations.  

….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets tonight (Wednesday, November 6) to discuss Underground Railroad 

by Colson Whitehead. All are invited to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214. Class registration is 

$10 the first time you attend.  

….that this Sunday, November 10, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a pastor. Share your joys and 

concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time in prayer together. Prayer will take place in the 

Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following the postlude after each worship service.  

….that when the church office is closed and you have an emergency that requires a minister, you can call the church 

office to get the Pastor-on-Call phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage you 

to use this number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need urgent pastoral 

care during the weekend or evening hours. 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Unite 3 on 3 Basketball 2020 registration is open! Boys and girls from young-5s through 5th 

grade (5th grade girls only) are welcome to play. We will meet in the Christian Life Center on 

Saturdays, January 18-March 14. Each session is an hour and a half and includes practice time 

and game time, as well as a themed faith moment and “Pistons style” introduction for each 

player. We also support a mission each season. Registration fee is $90 and includes a jersey. 

New this season: childcare for player siblings up to age 4. Go the church website to register. 

Space is limited, so register today! Contact Beth Torrey (btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org) with 

questions. 

Children, Student and Family Ministries 
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The Mission Fair is Sunday, November 10.  Join us in Fellowship Hall between services for a chance to meet and 

greet with the organizations we’ve partnered with for our Monthly Missions and to say hello to friends from some of 

our long-standing missions. Opportunities to serve include: donating a new pair of mittens to Mittens For Detroit, 

purchasing Vanilla from the Haiti team, selecting a child from the Methodist Children’s Home for whom to purchase 

Christmas gifts, purchasing a children’s craft kit from Arts & Scraps, and buying some homemade soup to support the 

Henderson Settlement. We look forward to seeing you there!   

StreeTheads….Please help us serve our NOAH neighbors at Central UMC. We need and appreciate donations of 

sandwiches, fruit, cookies (packaged two to a baggie), toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, 

hotel-sized toiletries, and packs of white one-size-fits-all socks. If you’re able to join us in the kitchen after the 9:30 

service on Sunday, November 10, we’d gratefully welcome you as we make more sandwiches. Cookies, sandwiches and 

fruit may be left in the kitchen, marked for StreeThreads, and socks and toiletries in the StreeThreads bins located in 

the CLC and inside the main entrance. Finally, we need you to go with us on Monday, November 11 to serve lunch. 

We meet in the kitchen at 8:45 a.m. and return around noon. If you’re able to help, please contact Sue Walters 

(ssuewalters@hotmail.com) or Merry Beth Valiquett (mbvaliquett@aol.com).  

Brightmoor Thanksgiving Meals….Your $20 or $35 donation will feed 

a Brightmoor family for Thanksgiving. A $20 donation will purchase a 

frozen turkey and a $35 donation purchases an entire meal: a turkey, pie, 

pan, bag of potatoes, and bag of non-perishable food. Cash or check 

donations will be accepted during the coffee hours on November 10. 

Donations will also be collected in the Children and Family Ministry office 

and in the Christian Life Center through November 17.  Many adult 

volunteers are needed to help transport the food from local stores to 

Birmingham First on November 12, 14 and 19. Volunteers are also needed on November 22 to carry and transport 

food to Brightmoor. Adults and families are requested on November 23 to pass out meals to families at the 

Brightmoor Free Store. Sign up through the church website. Please join us! 

Ways to Serve 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/unite-basketball/
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:ssuewalters@hotmail.com
mailto:mbvaliquett@aol.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/turkey/
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Intentional Hospitality is hospitality that goes beyond being friendly. Part of our intentional hospitality here at 

Birmingham First begins with our greeters on Sunday mornings. There are also opportunities for hosts and hostesses at 

special events held here. We’d love to have you join the team. Mary Feldmaier will be at the kiosk in Fellowship Hall 

during the coffee hours on November 10 and 17 to sign you up for a time of extending your welcome! 

Angel Tree Sunday is quickly approaching, and your help is needed to serve about 

200 families within the Detroit Metro area this Christmas season. We hope you will 

continue to show your support and love for this wonderful mission tradition. Please 

contact Liz Rito (ejrito@gmail.com or 586-703-6495) with any questions. Options for 

donations include but are not limited to: 

 Stopping by Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 17 to choose an angel (or 

angels) from one of our many trees (gifts due back to church on Sunday, 

December 1). 

 Making a donation toward our non-perishable food bags ($40/bag) to help feed our Angel Tree families. 

 Donating funds for someone else to shop for an angel in your absence. 

 Volunteering your time and talents during Angel Tree preparations, December 2-6. Sign up at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CA4AE29AB9-angel1. 

 Delivering gifts and food bags to Angel Tree families on Saturday, December 7 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.). 

 Monetary donations will be accepted by cash or check (payable to Birmingham First) or by online giving at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving (place amount in “Other” section and denote “Angel Tree” for your other 

contribution) through Monday, December 2. 

Brightmoor Christmas Store is December 7. Last year they served 225 households, which meant 672 children and 

448 adults had a happier holiday. Volunteer your time to set up the store on Friday, December 6, or help at the store 

on Saturday, December 7. We need lots of new or gently used donations like winter coats and boots for children and 

adults, small appliances, toys and stuffed animals, blankets, and cans or boxes of non-perishable food. Financial 

donations are also welcome so we can purchase special things for the shoppers. Contact Jean McKeehan (313-530-

7902 or jeanmckeehan@comcast.net) to volunteer or with questions. Checks should be made out to “RBI” and left for 

Jean in members’ mail in the church office. Other donations can be labeled “Brightmoor” and left in the church office. 

We need all donations by Tuesday, December 3. The people of Brightmoor are so grateful for your ongoing help! 

More Ways to Serve 

CROP Walk Thanks 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 2019 CROP Hunger Walk a 

success. The results are in! The Walk total is $23,830…which means a lot of hungry 

people locally, nationally and internationally will be helped because we put on our 

walking shoes. Birmingham First collected $6,646, and Toni Segitz was our star 

Hunger Walker! Unfortunately, we had to give up the Heart and Sole Award to the 

Kirk this year.  

We are looking for new leadership for the Walk. If you are interested in finding out 

more about this opportunity to work with Church World Service, please let me know! 

Gayle Guenther, Walk Coordinator 

jagguenther@gmail.com 

mailto:ejrito@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CA4AE29AB9-angel1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CA4AE29AB9-angel1
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:jeanmckeehan@comcast.net
mailto:jagguenther@gmail.com


Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class on Sunday, 

November 17 that will provide you with the knowledge, resources and 

relationships needed to take your next steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. 

Associate clergy and ministry leaders will also attend. The session will be relaxed 

and informative as you learn more about the United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of the session there will be a short 

joining ceremony for those who decide to become members. We will meet at 

the Berkley First Campus from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on November 17. 

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham and Berkley First, Contact Mary 

Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) for more details.  

Discover First 

 

What exactly does it mean to be “saved”? What’s more important: knowing when you were 

saved, or that you are saved? Why might someone be able to say, “I was saved, I am saved, I 

am being saved”? These are some of the questions we will address this week at Berkley First 

as we look at God’s justifying grace. Join us Thursday at 6:00 p.m. or Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Justifying Grace  

This week in our sermon series called Grub: The Power of Faith & Food, we will ponder the 

story of Jesus having breakfast on the beach with his disciples following his resurrection. We 

will be studying John 21:1-14, and I hope you’ll take a few moments to read the Scripture 

before worship. In the story, the disciples catch some fish and enjoy a meal around the 

campfire. What could a few freshly caught fish cooked over the campfire teach us about Jesus 

and the disciples? What could it teach us about our faith? How could this story encourage us 

to live as disciples of Jesus today? 

See you in worship on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center.  

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

Worship in the CLC: Food the Creates Community 
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Opportunities for Fellowship 

Merry Mates….Beverly Hannett-Price, teacher at Detroit Country Day School, will be our November speaker. Her 

topics will include the history of Thanksgiving in America, trends in our educational system, and notable books to read. 

You will want to come and enjoy a Friday evening with this diverse group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday, 

November 15 at 6:00 p.m. A catered dinner ($15) will be served at 6:30 p.m. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce 

(sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening on Sunday, November 10.   

Advent by Candlelight….Calling all Birmingham and Berkley First ladies! Sign-up is 

now open for hosting or attending Advent by Candlelight 2019. The dates are 

Monday, December 2 and Tuesday, December 3 from 6:45-9:00 p.m. You can choose 

to host a table for eight or join friends at the communal table. Advent by Candlelight 

is a great way to start the Advent season with an evening of worship, music, dessert 

and fellowship. To sign up, see us during the coffee hours on November 17, or to go 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-2019. With questions, please 

contact Melinda Stone (mctaggartstone@yahoo.com or 248-765-3909).  

Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 20 at 10:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor. All women are invited to hear 

Pastor Susie Hierholzer share her story with us. A special offering will be taken for Baldwin Center to purchase gift 

wrappings for their Christmas store. Please call Claudia Crosby (248-549-0969) if you have questions.  

Composer Festival 

This year’s Composer Festival is sure to be one for the history books! We are thrilled to be hosting one of the most 

influential composers of this generation, National Medal of the Arts winner Morten Lauridsen. Our festival choir is 

already filled to capacity with singers from around the state eager to sing with Mr. Lauridsen. You have the opportunity 

to experience Mr. Lauridsen’s music, led by the composer himself, at our festival concert on Saturday, November 9 at 

7:30 p.m. We hope you will plan to join us! 
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Advent Study 

During the month of December, you are invited to join an Advent Study group as we read 

together Down to Earth by Mike Slaughter and Rachel Billups. Then worship with us on 

Sunday mornings for our Down to Earth Advent sermon series.  

In Down to Earth, Slaughter and Billups explore what the Christmas miracle means to each 

of us. Have we ever really grasped the miracle that took place in Jesus’ birth? Then using 

story and scripture, they challenge us to respond during Advent with down-to-earth love, 

humility, lifestyle and obedience. 

Contact the church office (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200) to register for 

one of the study groups. Books ($10) have been ordered and will arrive soon. You will find 

them in the Circuit Rider Bookstore and in the main office.  

mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-2019
mailto:mctaggartstone@yahoo.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


Happening This Week 
Wednesday, November 6 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. 24 Hour of Prayer Vigil 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

11:45 p.m. Sisters 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:30 p.m. Safety Committee 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Food Prep 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 7 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

6:00 p.m. Nominating Committee 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, November 8 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Middle School Lock-in 

Saturday, November 9 

8:30 a.m. Composer Festival Registration 

7:30 p.m. Composer Festival Concert 

Sunday, November 10 

8:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

9:30 a.m. CLC Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship—

Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

8:15 a.m. Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Nursery 

9:15 a.m. Mission Fair/SERVV Sale 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. StreeThreads Sandwich Making 

11:00 a.m. Nursery 

11:00 a.m. 20s and 30s Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Baptism Class 

11:30 a.m. Confirmation Class—Berkley 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Handbells 

5:00 p.m.  High School Youth Group & 

Dinner 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

6:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group & 

Dinner 

7:30 p.m. High School Handbells 

Monday, November 11 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Buy Back Program Task Team 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Gentle Flow Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

6:00 p.m.  Compass 

6:30 p.m. Singing Bowls—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

7:15 p.m. Board of Trustees 

7:15 p.m. Finance Committee 

7:15 p.m.  SPRC 

Tuesday, November 12 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

10:00 a.m. WOW 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. WOW Coffee 

12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens and Teens 

1:00 p.m. Women at One 

5:30 p.m. Childcare for Journey Groups 

5:30 p.m. Parents with Young Children 

6:00 p.m. Elbert’s Journey Group 

6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study 

Group—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Holly’s Journey Group 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. WOW at Night 

Wednesday, November 13 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. UMW Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 14 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

6:00 p.m. Nominating Committee 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Rachel Circle 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 
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 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15 and 

9:30, Rev. Susie Hierholzer at 11:00, and Rev. Sarah 

Alexander in the CLC. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Carolyn Horiszny by John 

and Sharon Horiszny and Debby and Charles Nicholas. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Church and Society 

Ministry in honor of our veterans.   

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of 

Penelope Neff Diamond, born September 3 to Matthew 

and Jenna Diamond (proud grandparents are Bob and 

Marilee Neff); and Natalie Kate Salciccioli, born October 

3 to Nick and Katie Salciccioli. 

Sunday, November 10, 2019 

 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

Matthew 25:31-40 

“It’s About Time” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“All Creatures of Our God and King”  

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”  

“Forth in Thy Name, O Lord” 

Anthems 

“Dirait-on,” “Prayer,” 

“O Nata Lux” from Lux Aeterna 

Chancel and IXOYC Choirs 

 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 
9:30 a.m. 

John 21:1-14 

Grub: “Charbroiled Fish: Food that Creates Community” 

Rev. Lindsey Hall 

Songs 

“Let It Shine,” “Rescuer,”  

“Counting Every Blessing,” “Deep Water,”  

“Here’s My Heart,” “Crown Him” 

 

Thursday Worship 
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Romans 5:9-11 

Grace upon Grace: “Justifying Grace” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus 

Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor 

God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of 

Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

ability, or economic circumstance.  


