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For All the Saints 

W hat a holy moment it was to share with so many of you last week in 

worship across our campuses as we celebrated Taking the Next Steps 

Sunday! Over the past month, we have reflected on our campaign prayer, “Lord, 

where would you have us to be in our giving?” as we each shared a response that 

was grounded in gratitude, revealed in prayer, and lived in faith. I can’t wait to share 

with you this coming Sunday some of the encouraging preliminary results. Each day 

I continue to be inspired by what God has done in and through the ministries of 

this church. Thank you for your prayerful responses as well as for those of you who 

are continuing to prayerfully consider where God may be leading you. Let us 

continue to hold one another and the life-changing ministries of Birmingham and 

Berkley First in our prayers. 

Later in the afternoon last Sunday, we had over 150 children in addition to their parents, grandparents, and others who 

came through our Christian Life Center for our second Trunk or Treat event. Many thanks to those who decorated 

tables and passed out some amazing treats, as well as to our staff who made it such a success. We had so much fun 

celebrating with the children of our church and community. 

This week we are also celebrating All Saint’s Sunday during our worship services in the Sanctuary. It is perhaps one of 

my favorite Sundays of the year as we remember the lives of those saints who have moved on from our midst to the 

Church eternal and triumphant. So many saints have helped to support each of our faith journeys throughout the years. 

Some we have known and others continue to hold up the foundation of who we are and continue to become. Their 

stories bless our lives to this very day. 

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 

before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 

12:1-2, NRSV) 

This author understood that it is those who have come before us that have brought us to this place where we now 

stand. They pass the baton to us as they cheer us on towards living and loving more like Jesus. They inspire us to live 

into God’s blessed community as we envision life through the eyes of a saint. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

October 28: Joan Balogh  

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

October 21: Dick Cummings, Kae Leffler, Ruth Lewis 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with John and Jennifer Ness and family on the death of her 

mother, Eleanor Mullins, on October 28.   

Intercepted Note of Thanks….I’d like to thank the congregation for your thoughtfulness these past months when I 

wasn’t able to be at church. I has meant a lot to me. I hope to return soon. —Doris Roberts 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “It’s 

Harvest Time,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248-646-6407 

and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that Daylight Saving Time ends this weekend. Remember to set your clocks back one 

hour before going to bed on Saturday. You wouldn’t want to miss church on Sunday! 

….that with so many disasters occurring over the last few years, more money than ever is 

needed to help UMCOR with disaster relief all over the world. As you know, there have 

been devastating fires in the west, and UMCOR will be there to help. Please consider making a donation so their 

excellent work can continue. Checks may be made payable to the church with “UMCOR” in the memo line.  

….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets on Wednesday, November 6 to discuss Underground Railroad by 

Colson Whitehead. All are invited to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214. Class registration is 

$10 the first time you attend.  

….that Missions Ministry reminds you that when you drop off donations in the Missions office, please clearly mark 

which mission should pick them up. Thank you for helping us avoid confusion.  

….that Pictorial Directories are available in the church office until November 4. After that, please contact Mary 

Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) or Karen Plants (ext. 3146) in the Membership Office for your copy. Remember, it 

is free if you are in it! 

….that a beautiful tree has been planted in front of the Memorial Garden in honor of Jay Shell for his leadership with 

the Landscape Committee for many years and his leadership of the Garden Walk. Thanks so very much, Jay! 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First. Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

 Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

 Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Make Your Mark—High School newsletter 

 Middle School Newsletter 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

 Berkley First Newsletter 

Or find us on Social Media: 

 Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

 Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

 Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/birminghamFUMC) 

Let’s Stay in Touch! 

For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Our Baptism Class for parents explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes 

infants and children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of 

infants, children and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of 

the church. Led by clergy and lay staff, the next class is Sunday, November 10 at 11:00 

a.m. Baptisms will take place during worship on November 17 and December 29. Please 

contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register 

for the class or to schedule a baptism.  

Unite 3 on 3 Basketball 2020 registration is open! Boys and girls from young-5s through 5th 

grade (5th grade girls only) are welcome to play. We will meet in the Christian Life Center on 

Saturdays, January 18-March 14. Each session is an hour and a half and includes practice time 

and game time, as well as a themed faith moment and “Pistons style” introduction for each 

player. We also support a mission each season. Registration fee is $90 and includes a jersey. 

New this season: childcare for player siblings up to age 4. Go the church website to register. 

Space is limited, so register today! Contact Beth Torrey (btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org) with 

questions. 

Children, Student and Family Ministries 
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Achatz Pie Fundraiser….It’s time for First Kids Preschool’s annual Achatz pie fundraiser! Place your order during 

the coffee hours on Sunday, November 3 or pick up an order form in the church office. Pie pickup is Monday, 

November 18 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. or Sunday morning, November 24. Thank you for supporting First Kids 

Preschool as you purchase a pie (or two) to cap off your Thanksgiving feast.  

The Mission Fair is Sunday, November 10.  Join us in Fellowship Hall between services for a chance to meet and 

greet with the organizations we’ve partnered with for our Monthly Missions and to say hello to friends from some of 

our long-standing missions. Opportunities to serve include: donating a new pair of mittens to Mittens For Detroit, 

purchasing Vanilla from the Haiti team, selecting a child from the Methodist Children’s Home for whom to purchase 

Christmas gifts, purchasing a children’s craft kit from Arts & Scraps, and buying some homemade soup to support the 

Henderson Settlement. We look forward to seeing you there!   

StreeTheads….Please help us serve our NOAH neighbors at Central UMC. We need and appreciate donations of 

sandwiches, fruit, cookies (packaged two to a baggie), toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, 

hotel-sized toiletries, and packs of white one-size-fits-all socks. If you’re able to join us in the kitchen after the 9:30 

service on Sunday, November 10, we’d gratefully welcome you as we make more sandwiches. Cookies, sandwiches and 

fruit may be left in the kitchen, marked for StreeThreads, and socks and toiletries in the StreeThreads bins located in 

the CLC and inside the main entrance. Finally, we need you to go with us on Monday, November 11 to serve lunch. 

We meet in the kitchen at 8:45 a.m. and return around noon. If you’re able to help, please contact Sue Walters 

(ssuewalters@hotmail.com) or Merry Beth Valiquett (mbvaliquett@aol.com). We are blessed to serve and blessed by 

serving! 

Brightmoor Thanksgiving Meals….Your $20 or $35 donation will feed a Brightmoor family for Thanksgiving. A 

$20 donation will purchase a frozen turkey and a $35 donation purchases an entire meal: a turkey, pie, pan, bag of 

potatoes, and bag of non-perishable food. Cash or check donations will be accepted during the coffee hours on 

November 3 and 10. Donations will also be collected in the Children and Family Ministry office and in the Christian Life 

Center through November 17.  Many adult volunteers are needed to help transport the food from local stores to 

Birmingham First on November 12, 14 and 19. Volunteers are also needed on November 22 to carry and transport 

food to Brightmoor. Adults and families are requested on November 23 to pass out meals to families at the 

Brightmoor Free Store. Sign up through the church website. Please join us! 

Angel Tree Sunday is quickly approaching, and your help is needed to serve about 200 families within the Detroit 

Metro area this Christmas season. We hope you will continue to show your support and love for this wonderful 

mission tradition. Please contact Liz Rito (ejrito@gmail.com or 586-703-6495) with any questions. Options for 

donations include but are not limited to: 

 Stopping by Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 17 to choose an angel (or angels) from one of our many trees 

(gifts due back to church on Sunday, December 1). 

 Making a donation toward our non-perishable food bags ($40/bag) to help feed our Angel Tree families. 

 Donating funds for someone else to shop for an angel in your absence. 

 Volunteering your time and talents during Angel Tree preparations, December 2-6. Sign up at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CA4AE29AB9-angel1. 

 Delivering gifts and food bags to Angel Tree families on Saturday, December 7 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.). 

 Monetary donations will be accepted by cash or check (payable to Birmingham First) or by online giving at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving (place amount in “Other” section and denote “Angel Tree” for your other 

contribution) through Monday, December 2. 

Ways to Serve 
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Whenever I’m asked about the distinct qualities of United Methodist theology (which, as you 

can imagine, happens all the time), I tell folks: It’s all about grace. Over the next four weeks 

at Berkley First, we’ll explore what it means to experience and live into God’s grace upon 

grace. It all starts this Sunday with a look at prevenient grace—the grace that comes before 

anything else. Please note: we do not have Thursday Night Worship this week. If you’re out 

and about on Thursday, though, make sure to stop by the Berkley parsonage for a full-sized 

candy bar. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Grace upon Grace  

What’s your favorite food? Does your family have special recipes they share around the 

holidays? Food isn’t just something we enjoy at meal time, it’s also something we read about in 

scripture. The Bible is filled with lots of interesting stories about food, many involving 

miracles—from the forbidden fruit that tempted Adam and Eve, to the Last Supper that Jesus 

ate with the disciples before his crucifixion, to the feeding of the five thousand, and so many 

more. This week in worship we are beginning a new sermon series about faith and food, called 

Grub. I hope you’ll join us in worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center as we look at 

some of the miracles of the Bible that involved faith and food.  

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

Worship in the CLC: Grub 

24 Hour Prayer Vigil 

In conjunction with the International Day of Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church on November 3, we will hold a 24-hour 

community prayer vigil on November 6-7. There are three ways you 

can participate: 

1. Lead or join in a 2-hour time slot on Wednesday, November 6 

between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. at the Birmingham Campus. 

2. Pray for an hour at home between 9:00 p.m. on November 6 

and 6:30 a.m. on November 7. 

3. Come to the Evening Prayer Vigil from 8:00-9:00 p.m. on November 6, or the Closing Prayer Vigil from 6:30-8:00 

a.m. on November 7. Both of these will be held at the Berkley Campus. 

Groups and individuals are invited to sign up to pray during a specific time slot. To sign up, see us during the coffee 

hours on Sunday, November 3 or follow the link from the Birmingham First website. Call Berkley First (248-399-3698) 

or email Pastor Zack Dunlap (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org) for more information. 
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Winter Program Guide 

As the leaves begin to fall, we are already thinking about next year! The Winter Program Guide is a catalog of all our 

winter offerings, published every December. Thinking about leading a new Journey Group in 2020? Contact Pastor 

Lindsey (lhall@fumcbirmingham.org) or Pastor Susie (shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org) for approval and guidance. 

Then please submit your article to Janet Smylie in the church office by Friday, November 1. If you have any questions, 

contact Janet at 646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Opportunities for Fellowship 

Merry Mates….Beverly Hannett-Price, teacher at Detroit Country Day School, will be our November speaker. Her 

topics will include the history of Thanksgiving in America, trends in our educational system, and notable books to read. 

You will want to come and enjoy a Friday evening with this diverse group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday, 

November 15 at 6:00 p.m. A catered dinner ($15) will be served at 6:30 p.m. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce 

(sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening on Sunday, November 10.   

Advent by Candlelight….Calling all Birmingham and Berkley First ladies! Sign-up is 

now open for hosting or attending Advent by Candlelight 2019. The dates are 

Monday, December 2 and Tuesday, December 3 from 6:45-9:00 p.m. You can choose 

to host a table for eight or join friends at the communal table. Advent by Candlelight 

is a great way to start the Advent season with an evening of worship, music, dessert 

and fellowship. To sign up, see us during the coffee hours on November 3 and 17, or 

to go https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-2019. With questions, 

please contact Melinda Stone (mctaggartstone@yahoo.com or 248-765-3909).  

Music Ministry Notes 

Composer Festival ...This year’s Composer Festival is sure to be one for the history books! We are thrilled to be 

hosting one of the most influential composers of this generation, National Medal of the Arts winner Morten Lauridsen. 

Our festival choir is already filled to capacity with singers from around the state eager to sing with Mr. Lauridsen. You 

have the opportunity to experience Mr. Lauridsen’s music, led by the composer himself, at our festival concert on 

Saturday, November 9 at 7:30 p.m. We hope you will plan to join us! 

Join the Choir for Christmas...It might not even be Halloween yet, but the choir is gearing up for Christmas! The 

Chancel Choir is looking for new singers to help us sing in this joyful season. If you’ve ever thought about joining the 

choir or if you’re looking for a way to serve, consider joining us on Wednesday evenings at 8:00 p.m. 
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Happening This Week 
Wednesday, October 30 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout PLC Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, October 31 

9:00 a.m. Preschool Halloween Parade 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, November 1 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

12:00 p.m. Boxed Lunch Food Prep 

6:30 p.m. RBI 7th Anniversary 

Celebration 

Saturday, November 2 

8:30 a.m. Boxed Lunch Food Prep 

9:00 a.m. Silent Saturday—Berkley 

Sunday, November 3 

8:15 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

9:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

9:30 a.m. CLC Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship—

Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

8:15 a.m. Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Nursery 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Nursery 

11:00 a.m. 20s and 30s Sunday School 

11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer—Berkley 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Handbells 

5:00 p.m.  High School Youth Group & 

Dinner 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

6:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group & 

Dinner 

7:30 p.m. High School Handbells 

Monday, November 4 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Gentle Flow Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of HS/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

Tuesday, November 5 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

10:00 a.m. WOW 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens and Teens 

1:00 p.m. Bridge 

5:30 p.m. Childcare for Journey Groups 

5:30 p.m. Parents with Young Children 

6:00 p.m. Elbert’s Journey Group 

6:00 p.m. Understanding God’s Design 

6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study 

Group—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Holly’s Journey Group 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. WOW at Night 

Wednesday, November 6 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

8:00 a.m. 24 Hour of Prayer Vigil 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

9:30 a.m. GRIP Elementary 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

11:45 p.m. Sisters 

1:30 p.m. Safety Committee 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Food Prep 

5:00 p.m. Unite 3 on 3 Open Basketball 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 7 

9:15 a.m. GRIP Early Childhood 

10:00 a.m. Prelude 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

6:00 p.m. Nominating Committee 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, November 8 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Middle School Lock-in 
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 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin in the 

Sanctuary and Rev. Suzanne Walls in the CLC. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Fran Bentlage and her daughters in loving 

memory of Richard Baird and Eric Bentlage.  

The Missions Candle is lit in memory of Dick and Kate 

Hameister by their children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.  

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of Rose 

Marie Elizabeth Zuchowski, born August 15 to Zack 

Zuchowski and Erica Birth-Zuchowski, and Connor Kay 

Whitten, born October 17 to Patrick and Kayla Whitten. 

All Saints Sunday                                                 November 3, 2019 

 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

Isaiah 65:17-25 

“Through the Eyes of the Saints” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“For All the Saints”  

“I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”  

“God Be With You till We Meet Again” 

Choirs 

“Inscription of Hope” - Genesis Choir 

“How Can I Give You Thanks?” -  Covenant Choir 

“We Are Surrounded” - Chancel Choir 

 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 
9:30 a.m. 

John 6:1-15 

Grub: “Bread & Fish” 

Rev. Lindsey Hall 

Songs 

“Oh How I Need You,” “King of Heaven,”  

“Rescuer,” “What a Beautiful Name,”  

“O Come to the Altar,” “Overwhelmed” 

 

Thursday Worship 
Thursday Worship will not meet this week.  

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Romans 5:6-8 

Grace upon Grace: “Prevenient Grace” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus 

Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor 

God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of 

Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

ability, or economic circumstance.  
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