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Changing Times 

T ime flies when you’re having fun,” we find ourselves saying when it’s time to 

get back to work. Growing up, I would often hear “Like sands through the 

hourglass, so are the days of our lives,” before I changed the channel or went into 

another room. Time seems to pass us by quickly at times, doesn’t it?  

The other day I found myself realizing that the summer was coming to an end very 

soon as I was spending my usual Friday with my nieces, Ella and Andi. It suddenly hit 

me that Ella would begin kindergarten this year and our Fridays together were about  

to change. My heart was both joyful to see her start school and a little sad as I 

marked our time together over the past five years. I turned to Ella and said, ”What 

am I going to do when you go off to school in a few weeks? I’m going to really miss you.” 

Without missing a beat, Ella responded, “Don’t worry.” She often says just that when she wants to reassure me, but 

she continued, “I’ll send you postcards.” What you might not know is that I have a habit of sending her postcards when 

I am traveling and away from home. A few years ago, when I was away for a couple of months, I sent her postcards 

from each place I visited. It is my way of staying in touch with her while I was away. Besides, what child doesn’t like to 

get mail? Now, however, she was telling me that she’d be the one staying connected while we’re apart on Fridays. 

Sometimes life flies past us in the blink of an eye, seasons change, and we find ourselves trying to manage the impact of 

the transitions in our lives. Even the writer of Ecclesiastes noted how times change, stating, “For everything there is a 

season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, NRSV) Changing times and transitional seasons 

are a part of our lives as humans. We may mark many moments, celebrate several moments, and even mourn a few 

moments in a variety of ways, but transitions are all part of our human experience. 

As life spins around us, as the moments fly by, and as the seasons change, might the scriptures have some words of 

wisdom to offer us? I look forward to seeing you on Sunday in main sanctuary as we look for God in the midst of 

change and transition in our lives and in our world. Is there anything that is constant or reliable in those moments 

when the seasons change? What might God have for us in these “Changing Times”? 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth                                                                                                                                                          

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

August 26: Lynn Evans 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday,  

August 19: Sherry Hatrick 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Doug and Paige Cornwell and family on the death of his mother, Roberta Cornwell, on August 10.   

….Rev. Harold Ford and family on the death of his wife, Judy Ford, on August 25. A memorial service will be held in 

our Sanctuary on Friday, September 6 at 12:00 p.m.   

….Molly Wetzel and family on the death of her son, Douglas Kyle Wetzel, on August 25. A memorial service will be 

held in Nebraska at a later date. 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title 

“Jesus, the Master Storyteller,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 

248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the building is closed on Saturday, August 31 and Monday, September 2 for the 

Labor Day holiday. We return to regular office hours on Tuesday, September 3. The office 

will be staffed from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. on Fridays.  

….our Fall Program Guide is now available! We will soon be back in full swing with many, many opportunities for 

you and your children to continue to grow and serve as disciples of Jesus Christ. Why not try something new? Copies 

of our Fall Program Guide are available around the building and on the church website. Check out what’s coming up! 

….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on September 29, and the Missions Candle ($30) is available on 

September 8, 15 and 22. Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121) for 

more information or to reserve a date. 

….that we are always collecting clean appliances in good working condition for families in need. You may be 

downsizing or remodeling, and the residents of the Redford-Brightmoor neighborhood are living without stoves, 

refrigerators, washers and dryers. There is also a great need for mattresses. Please contact Sharon Scripter  

(248-439-6345) to arrange a pick up. 

Did You Know 

mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fall-program-guide-is-now-available/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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Journey Groups are small gatherings of people who are living life and exploring faith together. They are vital to our 

growth as followers of Jesus.  

Are you ready to join a Journey Group? Existing groups are ready for new faces and new groups are continuously 

forming. A full listing of existing Journey Groups can be found in the Fall Program Guide, available around the building 

and on the church website. For more information or to sign up, contact Janet Smylie in the church office (248-646-

1200 or office@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Are you interested in teaming up with someone to lead a Journey Group? The only requirements to lead are 

that you love God, love people, and you can facilitate a conversation! For more information, contact Pastor Lindsey 

Hall (248-646-6407 ext. 3150 or lhall@fumcbirmingham.org) or Pastor Susie Hierholzer (248-646-6407 ext. 3162 or 

shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Journey Groups 

A Study of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians….Led by Dr. Todd Hibbard. In six short chapters, Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians presents an overview of Christian faith that continues to resonate with believers. Paul begins with a defense 

of his own understanding of the gospel and concludes with an encouraging reminder of the “fruit of the Spirit” 

characteristics that are desperately needed in our own day. Sundays, September 8 through October 6 from 6:30-8:00 

p.m. Pre-registration not needed.   

Faith Builders….Men and women are invited to join this Bible-based study for lively discussion and fellowship. 

Sundays beginning September 8 from 9:30-10:45 a.m.  

Men’s Bible Study….Men of all ages come together for an in-depth, lively and practical discussion of the Bible and 

Christian literature. Wednesdays beginning September 11 from 8:00-9:30 p.m.  

Monday Night Bible Study….Watch Steeple Notes for the arrival of the resource guides (Isaiah Parts 2 and 3) which 

will be available to pick up in the church office. The class begins on Monday, September 16 and meets from 7:00-8:30 

p.m. in Room 230. Returning and new class members are asked to contact Mike Barratt this week if you plan to attend 

(atrprofitcenter.gmail.com or 248-977-9786). Please come to class prepared to discuss chapter one. 

Other People’s Mail….Led by Dr. Carl Price. A three-week study of the Apostle Paul with a look at the heritage 

that shaped him and the legacy he left through his letters. Reading will be in the Book of Acts and some portions of his 

letters. A reading list will be available in the church office before the first session. Choose one of three class options. 

Please register in the church office (248-646-1200 or office@fumcbirmingham.org).   

Sunday Evenings. September 22, October 6 and October 20 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Monday Mornings. September 23, October 7 and October 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Monday Evenings. September 23, October 7 and October 21 from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  

Women of the Word….Registration for Women of the Word Bible Study (WOW) is now open. Using Explorer’s 

Bible Study’s “The Only True God” by Marni McKenzie, this study identifies attributes of God first appearing in Genesis 

and traces them through the entire Bible. Please register in the church office and pick up your first workbook. Cost is 

$30 for half year, or $60 for full year. Come grow with us1 Classes begin on Tuesday, September 10. Choose mornings 

from 10:00-11:30 a.m. with free childcare and COW (ages 2-5), or evenings from 7:30-8:45 p.m. (childcare not 

available). With questions, please contact Jennifer Williams (248-330-9620 or jennygriff@comcast.net).  

Fall Bible Studies 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fall-program-guide-is-now-available/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lhall@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:atrprofitcenter.gmail.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:jennygriff@comcast.net
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All are welcome to join us for our all-church Fall Kickoff fun event on 

Sunday, September 8 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on the plaza. Invite your 

neighbors, friends, and those who live in the community to come with 

you!  

 Come hungry! Build your own hot dog, salad and sundae.  

 Who Dat Blues Band will again provide our entertainment.  

 Mission Dunk Tank: For a small fee, you can help out one of the many missions we support.  

 Inflatables: The Hungry Hippo inflatable is back by popular demand, along with new offerings Mickey Mouse Play 

Park, Super Hero Bounce House, and Bloom Blaster.  

 At the tables: Board games and more!  

Monetary donations will be accepted. We are also looking for volunteers to help with this wonderful event. Please sign 

up on Sundays at the kiosk in the middle of Fellowship Hall, on Signup Genius (https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/70a0d4facaa2ea3fe3-kickoff1), or contact Karen Plants (kplants@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Fall Kickoff Fun: “Building Disciples” 

Our 2019 Men’s Retreat will begin with dinner on Friday, September 27 and end 

with a communion service following lunch on Saturday, September 28. The retreat 

will be hosted at the Colombiere Retreat and Conference Center in Clarkston, MI. 

Overnight lodging options as well as the opportunity to join the retreat as a 

commuter are available. Opportunities to extend our time together on Saturday will 

also be available. Find details and retreat registration on the church website and in 

the church office. 

Mike Slaughter, our lead teacher, is a pastor emeritus and global church ambassador for Ginghamsburg Church. When 

Mike arrived there in 1979, worship attendance hovered at 90 with 188 members and an annual budget of $27,000. 

Today, 4,500 guests worship weekly at Ginghamsburg and the multi-million dollar budget helps resource a faith 

community committed to serving the poor, lost and disenfranchised. You can learn more about Mike at 

www.mikeslaughter.com. 

Men’s Retreat 2019 

The Christian Classic Book Club will begin its 2019-2020 season on Wednesday, September 4 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in 

the Wesley Room (#214). Beverly Hannett-Price will lead the discussion on Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. 

You need not have read the book to attend. Future books include The Rent Collector by Camron Wright and Educated 

by Tara Westover. Future meeting dates and our reading list for the year will be available at the first class. Class 

registration is $10 the first time you attend. All persons are welcome and may attend one or all discussions according 

to their interest.  

Christian Classic Book Club 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4facaa2ea3fe3-kickoff1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4facaa2ea3fe3-kickoff1
mailto:kplants@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/mens-retreat/
http://www.mikeslaughter.com


 

Did you know that last Monday (August 26) was National Dog Day? This week we will take a 

look at some doggos and find out what we might have in common with our furry, four-legged 

friends, and discover a little bit about how God feels about you and me. Join us for worship 

on Thursday, September 29 at 6:00 p.m. or on Sunday, September 1 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Pastor Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley First: Our Furry Friends 
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Sprinklers, swimming pools, porch swings, barbeque grills, campfires, paddleboards, 

parasailing…in the SUMMERTIME sermon series, Pastor Lindsey used objects and images of 

summer to help us grow in understanding God and celebrating God’s presence with us.    

While the summer season for the Northern Hemisphere began on Friday, June 21 and ends 

on Monday, September 23, what most of us experience as summer are the 14 weeks 

between Memorial Day (May 27) and Labor Day (September 2). This coming weekend is 

Labor Day weekend. For the schools that have not yet started a new academic year, Tuesday, 

September 3 will be the first day of school. Regardless of the date of the autumnal equinox, 

for most of us summer ends next Tuesday. 

There is a Sunday in the middle of the long Labor Day holiday weekend. As we gather for 

worship on September 1 in the Christian Life Center, we will consider how work as well as play points us towards 

God. We will consider how scripture informs our view of labor and what scripture has to say about historic as well as 

contemporary labor relations. The sermon texts will be Exodus 3:1-10 and Ephesians 2:8-9; the sermon title is 

“Brother Moses and the Bricklayers Union.” I look forward to worshipping with you in the Christian Life Center this 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Worship in the CLC: Work and Play 

We are looking for a volunteer to join our Worship in the Christian Life Center team by running the video 

presentation for the 9:30 a.m. Sunday services, starting September 8. A new projection system is being installed, and 

we are excited to put it to its full use. The video element of the service shows the worship team and the worshiping 

congregation important elements like scripture, video and images, and aids in the worship experience. This position can 

be weekly or monthly to fit your schedule, and includes early Sunday morning fun with a great team and a bottomless 

cup of coffee. If you are interested in joining the team, full details are available in the church office, or contact Kristen 

Snyder (ksnyder@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Join the CLC Worship Team! 

mailto:ksnyder@fumcbirmingham.org
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Fantasy Football for Missions….Last year, 140 fantasy football teams had lots of fun and fellowship while raising 

over $4,000 for missions. Please help us grow this powerful ministry! A $30 donation buys an entry into one of our   

10-team leagues, and we will once again offer automatic drafting and super-easy team management options. 100% of 

the proceeds go to support Birmingham and Berkley First missions programs, both locally and globally. To sign up, 

please stop by our table during the coffee hours on September 1.  

Pints for Parker….Last summer, nearly 50 pints of blood saved the life of church member 

Parker Roberts. We prayed for miracles, we prayed for strength, and we prayed for healing. 

God knows our love. God heard our pleas, and God answered our prayers. Parker 

continues to heal and walk in God’s loving footsteps. Let’s give thanks and do what we do 

best: give! Let’s give to ensure that others have the gift of life when they need it. As Parker 

says, “God gave me strength, and people I didn’t even know saved my life.” Now’s your 

chance to pay it forward and pay it back so that others may know our love. We will hold a 

blood drive on Wednesday, September 18 from 1:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Sign up is 

easy at Versiti (Michigan Blood): call 1-866-642-5663, connect online at bit.ly/PintsForParker, 

or contact Sue Smith (248-730-3040 or sue.smith@beachcomb.net).  

CROP Hunger Walk….Birmingham First will again be hosting the CROP Hunger Walk on 

Sunday, September 22. Walkers, you can start now to Create a Team or walk as an 

individual by signing up online at www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi/bfumc. We are 

also on Facebook! Search under Birmingham/Bloomfield MI Area CROP Hunger Walk. Is 

your smiling face in the picture of previous CROP Hunger Walks? Prefer the envelope for 

donations? Walk envelopes are available during the coffee hours. If you would like to help us 

on Walk Day, please contact Gayle Guenther (jagguenther@gmail.com or 248-514-1836). No experience necessary, 

and it’s a lot of fun!  

The Hunger Ministry Produce Table is back on Sundays through the end of September. Please feel free to drop 

off produce, herbs, flowers or plants as you come to worship. Or stop by during the coffee hours to make a donation 

and take something home. All proceeds go to fight hunger. Volunteers would also be greatly appreciated to help with a 

simple set up and clean up. With questions or to volunteer, contact Janine Friend (248-770-8162 or 

jfriend9966@aol.com). 

Service Opportunities 

First Nurses will perform blood pressure checks on Sunday, September 8 during the coffee hours. While they 

typically do this on the first Sunday of every month, it was changed due to the Labor Day holiday. 

Flu Shots will be administered by VNA on Sunday, September 15 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Martin Rom 

(#101). Quadrivalent (regular) shots and the senior high dose shot are both available. The following insurances are 

accepted: Medicare and Medicare Advantage plans, BCBS (except TEA prefix), BCN, HAP (except Cigna), Priority 

Health, and Physicians Health Plan.  

Blood Pressure Checks and Flu Shots 

https://donate.miblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/120707
mailto:sue.smith@beachcomb.net
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi/bfumc
mailto:jagguenther@gmail.com
mailto:jfriend9966@aol.com


Happening This Week 
Wednesday, August 28 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley  

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

7:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursday, August 29 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Carol McClelland Memorial 

Service 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

Friday, August 30 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, August 31 

Building Closed 

Sunday, September 1 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

10:00 a.m. CLC Worship  

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship—

Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer—Berkley 

Monday, September 2 

Labor Day—Building Closed 

Tuesday, September 3 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9;30 a.m. Bridge 

10:00 a.m. Gin Rummy 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

Wednesday, September 4 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Senior Volleyball 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m.  Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursday, September 5 

9:00 a.m. Preschool Meet the Teacher 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

4:15 p.m. Spark Worker Training 

6:00 p.m. Thursday Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

Friday, September 6 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

12:00 p.m. Judy Ford Memorial Service 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 
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Fall Worship Schedule Begin September 8 
BIRMINGHAM CAMPUS 

Worship in the Sanctuary 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Nursery care from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 

9:30 a.m. (NEW TIME!) 

Nursery care and Sunday School 

 

BERKLEY CAMPUS 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

Nursery care and Sunday School 

Thursday Worship 

 6:00 p.m.    Supper 

 6:30 p.m.    Worship 

 7:00 p.m.    Discussion 

 6:30-7:30 p.m.     Children’s program 



 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   www.fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer,  
and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  www.berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:30, Rev. 

Sarah Alexander at 10:00, and Rev. Lindsey Hall in the 

Christian Life Center.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Michael, Alicia, Keith, Lissa and Kris 

Kettering in loving memory of sweet Amber Kettering.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Lon Bone in loving 

memory of Howard and Marge Bone. 

Sunday, September 1, 2019 

 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

“Changing Times” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“All Things Bright and Beautiful”  

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Anthems 

“A Simple Song” 

“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 

Katrina Van Maanen, soprano 

 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 
10:00 a.m.  

Exodus 3:1-10; Ephesians 2:8-9 

“Brother Moses and the Bricklayers Union” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Songs 

“Forever Reign” 

“The Lord is my Shepherd” 

“Raise a Hallelujah” 

“Take My Life” 

“What a Wondrous Love” 

“Amazing Grace” 

 

Thursday Worship 
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Matthew 3:16-17 

“Who’s a Good Boy?” 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus 

Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor 

God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage 

Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of 

Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-13&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A16-17&version=NRSV

