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It’s summertime in Michigan! And that means it’s time for campfires with s’mores and sitting 

under the nighttime sky to watch the stars. If you’re lucky, you’ll even see a shooting star!  I love 

summertime in Michigan because there are all kinds of light—from the Fourth of July fireworks, 

to lighthouses out on the water, to lightning bugs in the evening, to flashlights that shine when 

kids are away at camp. Whether it’s sitting out on the dock up north at midnight, or watching a 

ballgame at Comerica Park with lights brightening the field, there are all kinds of light that shine 

in the nighttime sky during the summer. 

 

On evenings this summer, when the campfires are crackling, the stars are shining, and the 

lightning bugs are flickering, they can also be visual signs to remind us of our faith. Let’s turn to 

a few stories from the gospels this morning to discover what light might teach us about our faith.  

 

SCRIPTURE 

 

First let’s turn to Matthew 5:14-16 to discover what Jesus might say about light. To set the 

context of Matthew chapter 5, Jesus is in the middle of teaching his famous “Sermon on the 

Mount.” With him are the disciples and a large crowd that gathered. As they gathered, he went 

up on a mountainside and began to teach. During the sermon, he uses light—something familiar 

to everyone—to illustrate what it might have to do with our faith.   

 

Let’s turn now to Matthew 5:14-16:  

 

“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-

colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, 

as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going 

to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that 

I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be 

generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open 

up with God, this generous Father in heaven.” 
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JESUS IS THE LIGHT! WE ARE THE LIGHT! 

 

I love this passage of Scripture! As Jesus sat up on the mountainside with his disciples and a 

large crowd gathered, he told them that they were there to be light, bringing out the God-colors 

in the world. Jesus told them that they were to be light-bearers, and asked them to shine!   

 

As followers of Jesus, he asks the same of us. Jesus tells us that we are light in the world. We are 

to bring out the God-colors in the world. We are to be light-bearers, and Jesus asks us to shine!  

 

The light that we are to shine is Jesus himself. In John’s gospel, Jesus calls himself light. John 

8:12 says: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will 

have the light of life.” 

 

Jesus is the light of the world, and we are given the green light—or the call—to reflect the light 

of Jesus in the world. We are to share with the world the love of Jesus.  We are to love as Jesus 

loved, serve as Jesus served, share hope and compassion with others, just as Jesus did, and work 

for justice and peace.   

 

Our call to shine and be light-bearers in the world is a call to transform the world through God’s 

goodness and love. Our call to shine is about transforming the world with one simple act of 

kindness and love each day. Our call to shine is about giving of our time, talents, gifts and 

treasure so that others might be impacted by the love of God and come to know the light of 

Jesus.   

 

As followers of Jesus, he asks something of us. He asks us to make a mark on the world. To 

transform it. To share love. To speak kindness. To be expressions of hope. To shine the light.   

 

I think Jim Parker puts it well by saying: “Telling people that God loves them is good theology.  

Showing people that you love them is what transforms the world.”  

 

SIGNS OF LIGHT THIS SUMMER 

 

There are lots of ways to transform the world and reflect the light of Jesus. This summer, our 

children and youth have spent a lot of time shining and sharing the light of Jesus in the world.   

 

This summer we had four groups of kids and youth from our church who served in Detroit, 

Grand Rapids, Kansas City and Costa Rica. They accepted the call to share God’s love. They 

accepted the invitation to join Jesus and shine. They clearly know that Jesus loves them, and they 

wanted to share that love and light with others. 

 

This morning in worship, it is a great joy to have the children and youth with us. It is an even 

greater joy for us to hear about their mission trips and learn how they shared the love of God this 

summer.   

 

I would invite you to turn your attention to the screens, as we see a video of the kids and youth 

serving this summer. (Play video.) 
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This morning we are now going to hear from each of our mission teams. (3rd-12th grade students 

report on their mission trips to Detroit, Grand Rapids, Kansas City and Costa Rica.) 

 

HOW WILL YOU BE THE LIGHT 

 

It’s incredible to hear how the students served this summer, impacting the lives of others, while 

also experiencing their own lives changed and transformed.   

 

But the thing to remember is you don’t have to serve on a weeklong mission trip in Detroit or all 

the way around the world in Costa Rica to share the love of God and shine the light of Jesus.    

 

Our call as Christians is clear. We are to be light in the world. But it doesn’t have to be 

complicated. We can shine though simple expressions of love and kindness. 

 

John Wesley, leader of the Methodist movement, once said: 

 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can 

in all the ways you can, 

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as you ever can. 

 

John Wesley’s words are spot on. For they are a call to Christian disciples in sharing the love of 

God and shining the light of Jesus.   

 

This week, how might you commit to shining your light? How might you be a light-bearer in the 

world? How might you work to bring out the God-colors in the world? How might you be 

inspired by our youth to transform the world?  

 

Our call as Christians is clear. We are to be light in the world. But it doesn’t have to be 

complicated. We can shine though simple expressions of love and kindness. 

 

As we leave this morning, our challenge is to ponder the words of Jesus about light, remember 

the stories from the youth, and embrace the challenge of John Wesley to do good in the world… 

And in our pondering, our challenge is to go forth ourselves, ready to shine and be light to the 

world. In our pondering, may we figure out how we might shine this day—this week—this 

month—this year—sharing the love of God and the light of Jesus.   

 

This summer as we sit around the campfires, watch the stars, notice the fireflies, and enjoy the 

beauty of the lighthouses, may they all be reminders of our call to shine the love of God and the 

light of Jesus. Thanks be to God for light. Amen.   


