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It’s summertime in Michigan! And that means the picnic tables and barbecue grills are ready to 

serve up some delicious food! This is the season when we gather in the backyard, or at the park, 

for a picnic and a party to enjoy some good barbecue! It’s grilling season in Michigan, or at least 

it’s grilling season in my family!   

 

Lighting up the grill and throwing on the hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers are part of 

what makes summer so much fun! Americans spend nearly 1.5 billion dollars on grills and 

barbecue sales annually. That’s a lot of grills and baby-back ribs! And that’s a lot of fantastic 

grilling smells as families and friends gather for parties and pot-lucks. 

 

When we see picnic tables and barbecue grills this summer, they won’t just make our mouths 

water and our stomachs growl. They can also remind us of our faith.   

 

Let’s turn to Luke 14:16-23 to discover what Jesus might teach us about a great party and some 

good food. The Scripture will be up on the screens. You are also welcome to follow along in 

your Bibles or on your Bible apps.     

 

To set the context, Jesus is at a Pharisee’s house having dinner. It’s the Sabbath. A Pharisee was 

a devout Jew who always followed laws around food and honoring the Sabbath. A Pharisee was 

influential and powerful. As Jesus gathered at the Pharisee’s house for dinner, others joined in 

listening and he told this parable. It’s a parable about receiving an invitation to a great dinner 

party, and choosing what to do with that invitation.     

 

SCRIPTURE 

 

Jesus replied, “A certain man hosted a large dinner and invited many people. 

When it was time for the dinner to begin, he sent his servant to tell the invited 

guests, ‘Come! The dinner is now ready.’  

 

“One by one, they all began to make excuses.  
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“The first one told him, ‘I bought a farm and must go and see it. Please excuse 

me.’  

 

“Another said, ‘I bought five teams of oxen, and I’m going to check on them. 

Please excuse me.’  

 

“Another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  

 

“When he returned, the servant reported these excuses to his master. The master 

of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go quickly to the city’s 

streets, the busy ones and the side streets, and bring the poor, crippled, blind, and 

lame.’  

 

“The servant said, ‘Master, your instructions have been followed and there is still 

room.’  

 

“The master said to the servant, ‘Go to the highways and back alleys and urge 

people to come in so that my house will be filled.’”  

(Luke 14:16-23—Common English Bible CEB) 

 

 

AN INVITATION TO ALL 

 

In the parable, we learn that a man was having a dinner party, so he sent invitations and asked his 

servant to let the people know dinner was ready. When the servant went to the people, they 

declined the invitation. There were a few excuses made. One person had to check on their farm, 

another needed to check on their livestock, and a third person declined because they had just 

gotten married.   

 

In the parable we learn that instead of canceling the dinner party, the man sent more invitations.  

The man said, “Go quickly to the city’s streets, the busy ones and the side streets, and bring the 

poor, crippled, blind, and lame.” 

 

Rather than calling it quits, more invitations were sent.   

 

As Jesus told this parable, with the Pharisees listening, I’m sure they were surprised by his story.  

I’m sure the Pharisees’ curiosity was peeked. I’m sure they were thinking, “Who throws a big 

dinner party for the people mentioned in the parable?” 

 

You see, those who received an invitation in the parable—the poor and those with special 

physical needs—were not the people that the Pharisees would invite to a dinner party. The 

Pharisees were concerned about relating to those with power and influence. The people described 

in the Scripture were not seen by society as powerful or influential.   

 

But, they were certainly the guests whom Jesus would invite. They were exactly the beloved 

people with whom Jesus spent most of his time and ministry. He loved, welcomed, embraced and 
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cared for those who were poor and those whom society placed a different value on based upon 

their physical circumstances.   

 

By this point in his ministry, Jesus had gained the reputation of healing on the Sabbath, which 

would have made the Pharisees really mad since they observed Sabbath laws. And by this point 

in his ministry, Jesus had gained the reputation of pushing boundaries of welcoming all that he 

met. All—meaning that he welcomed children, women and even people who were considered 

sinners such as tax collectors, the poor, the ill, and the outcast. From eating to healing to just 

talking and teaching them, Jesus welcomed all he met. This would have made the Pharisees 

really mad. Jesus as a rabbi should have held fast to Jewish Laws, but he did not. He wrote his 

own rules of love and compassion.     

 

In telling this parable, Jesus was showing the Pharisees and those gathered that when God throws 

a big party, in God’s Kingdom, all are invited…for everyone is loved by God and everyone is of 

sacred worth. Everyone gets an invitation. Everyone gets to be included.     

 

As Jesus continues telling his parable, we learn that there was plenty of room at the dinner party.  

So a third round of invitations went out. Invitations went out to all the land, inviting people to 

come and be a part of the party. In Jesus’ parable, the man hosting the dinner party said, “Go to 

the highways and back alleys and urge people to come in so that my house will be filled.”  

 

What an invitation! I love that the man in the parable kept sending invitations, asking everyone 

to come. The man did not set restrictions on who could come and who could not. All were 

welcome to the party.   

 

I also love that in the parable there was plenty of room at the dinner-party. Space didn’t seem to 

be an issue. The quantity of food didn’t seem to be an issue. There was space and food for 

everyone. The man simply wanted a fun, full party. I imagine it was like a summertime backyard 

barbecue party—a fun gathering of friends and family, where there’s more than enough for 

everyone to eat and drink, and there’s plenty of space out on the lawn for folks to enjoy the great 

weather and time together.     

 

When we see picnic table and barbecue grills this summer, we can remember this parable.   

 

Jesus’ parable is a story about God being a God of invitation. We see this with God being 

portrayed as the main character in the story, the one hosting the dinner party and sending out the 

invitations. As seen in the parable, God is always seeking us out and inviting us to be included.  

God is always seeking us out and inviting us to be a part of something incredible. The invitation 

is not just to a great party. The invitation is to know God’s love and grace, be a part of the church 

community, and to gather at the table.   
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AN INVITATION TO KNOW GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE 

 

When I think about our own faith journey, I imagine God sending us invitations, too. God invites 

us to come and know his love and grace. God invites us to come and experience his mercy, 

forgiveness, joy and peace. And even if we turn down the invitation the first time—coming up 

with an excuse, like needing to take care of our land or livestock—God keeps inviting us to come 

and know his love and grace. God keeps inviting us to come and experience his mercy, 

forgiveness, joy and peace.   

 

It’s amazing to think that God is a God of invitation. We all get an invitation. There are not 

restrictions set on who can come and who cannot. All are all welcome to come and experience 

God’s love. In fact, we all get many invitations. God never stops inviting us to come and know 

his love and grace.   

 

AN INVITATION TO THE CHURCH COMMUNITY 

 

God certainly sends us an invitation to know his love and grace. And God also invites us to come 

and be a part of the church community. We are brought into that great church community 

through our baptism. Baptism initiates us into Christ’s holy church and encourages us to keep 

growing.    

 

Specifically, you are invited to be a part of the Birmingham First church community. You are 

welcome here. Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability or economic circumstance.     

 

I am so glad you are with us in worship this morning, because there’s a place for you here. And 

there are many opportunities and ways to get better connected into the church community here. 

 

You are invited to join a small group—we call them Journey Groups. Journey Groups are all 

about living life and faith together with others in a small group context. It’s a place to grow with 

Jesus and one another. Groups will be starting back up in September, and there’s a place for 

you—to join or even to lead a group.  

 

You are also invited to join a mission project or a service opportunity. You are invited to roll up 

your sleeves and serve with South Oakland Shelter. You’re invited to make meals, be a driver, 

provide overnight security, or be a host in welcoming guests next week. Make sure and connect 

with Karen Plants after worship to volunteer for SOS. She will be at the table in back.     

 

You are also invited to share your gifts of music with us in worship—from singing to playing in 

the band to joining the choir. Maybe you have the gift of playing the guitar, drums, saxophone, 

trumpet, harp or harmonica. Fantastic! We have a place for you to share your musical talents 

with us in worship…and Will, our music director, can help you get connected.   

 

You are also invited to share your gifts of hospitality and welcome by being a friendly greeter or 

usher. If you are a person who has a knack for hospitality, loves creating welcoming spaces, and 
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enjoys connecting with folks on Sunday morning, there is a space for you to help us grow our 

hospitality team.   

 

You are also invited to be a Communion server, sharing the bread of life and the cup of grace.  

It’s an amazing and powerful thing to look into the eyes of the congregation and say, “This is the 

bread of life and the cup of grace.” Come be a part of the powerful experience of sharing God’s 

love and grace.   

 

You are invited to be a part of this church community—to join with others on the faith journey, 

living life and faith together. You are welcome here.    

 

I hope you will stop by the Welcome Center following worship. Kris and I will be there, and 

we’d love to help you get connected to this church. 

 

AN INVITATION TO THE COMMUNION TABLE 

 

This parable reminds us that God is a God of invitation, inviting everyone to come and know his 

love and grace. This parable reminds us that we have an invitation to come and get connected to 

the church community. And this parable reminds us that we are all invited to the Communion 

table.   

 

Invitations to summer barbecues are fun, but the best meal to get an invitation to is the 

Communion table—the great meal that Jesus invites us to each week.     

 

At the Communion table, God is saying, “Ya’ll come! You are welcome here! There’s plenty of 

space for you! You are welcome, just as you are, to experience my grace!” 

 

At the Communion table, we don’t need our lives put together perfectly to be welcome. At the 

Communion table, we don’t need to pretend that we are someone else to be included. At the 

Communion table, we can have made some pretty big mistakes and messed up, but God will still 

love us and invites us to come. At the Communion table, we can be going through a crisis in life, 

or a crisis of faith, and there will always be a space for us. 

 

There’s always room for more folks around the Communion table. Just like in the parable, 

everyone gets an invitation and there’s more than enough food to go around. The seats never run 

out, and we love pulling up more seats to God’s ever-expanding table.   

 

The meal is simple, but it is good. It is the bread of life and the cup of grace. 

 

When you come forward this morning, I would invite you to come with your hands cupped open.  

It’s a sign that we are ready to receive God’s never ending love poured out for us. When you 

come forward this morning, with your hands cupped open, it’s a sign that you ready to receive 

God’s goodness and mercy. 

 

But when we come forward this morning, we are also asked to bring something, as well. With 

our hands held open, it is also a sign that we are ready to give something back to God in return.  
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What we are giving is ourselves. We humbly hold our hands open, ready to share of ourselves.  

We come forward offering our whole selves to God. We come forward being asked to share of 

ourselves with others—sharing our love, joy, peace in the world. We come forward, bringing our 

gifts and talents and willingness to share them with the world.   

 

It may see like we come empty handed, but when we hold our hands out, we are not only ready 

to receive from God, but we are also offering up all that we have to God.    

 

Join me at the Communion table—where we share so much more than just food. It’s a receiving 

of God’s love and grace. It’s a sharing of ourselves, a giving of our hearts to God.  

 

WHAT’S YOUR RSVP? 

 

As you sit around the picnic tables and barbecue grills this summer, know that God is extending 

invitations your way.   

 

While God is a God of great invitation, we get to choose if we would like to accept or decline the 

invitations to the party. We get to RSVP to the invitation, and check the box “yes” or “no.” 

 

God will keep creating space for us to attend the party. God will keep creating the invitations, 

and writing your name on it. But it’s your choice if you’d like to accept or decline. 

 

It’s an invitation to come and know God’s love and grace. It’s an invitation to come and be a part 

of the church community. It’s an invitation to the Communion table, the table of grace. It’s an 

invitation that can change your life. It’s a pretty amazing invitation, and it goes out to all of us.  

Thanks be to God. Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 


