
July 14, 2019 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Good morning again, welcome to worship! I am so glad you are here!   

 

This morning when I woke up, it was a bright and sunny day. I could certainly tell that it’s 

summertime in Michigan! The weather isn’t too hot, there’s always a lake within a quick drive, 

and the beauty of northern Michigan is outstanding!   

 

For some people, summertime in Michigan is all about water. There are lakes for boating and jet 

skiing, pools for swimming, sprinklers for the kids to run through, and water balloons if you’re 

up for some good laughs.   

 

Summertime in Michigan means the water is cool and refreshing, whether it’s for taking a dip in 

the pool, washing your classic car, or sipping on a cold class of water in the shade of your 

backyard. When it comes to summertime, water can cool the heat and refresh the soul. 

 

This summer, my kids, Joshua and Lydia, have gotten into a fun routine with water. When I 

come home from work, we quickly get into our swimsuits, turn on the sprinkler and enjoy some 

laughs. Joshua, my three year old, has even invented a homemade waterslide by hooking up a 

hose on the swing-set. And nearly every day he asks if there are more water balloons. There 

never seems to be enough! 

 

With water all around us, and since I’m a pastor, I can’t help but think of baptism. When I see 

water, I think of baptism. In the United Methodist tradition, people can be baptized at any age.  

Quite often we do lots of baptisms for babies and young children here at our church. But adults 

can be baptized when they’re older, too. Jesus was baptized as an adult. I’d like to share with you 

Jesus’ baptism story.   

 

The setting is by the Jordan River. Jesus arrives and he sees John the Baptist. Their moms knew 

each other well. When John’s mom, Elizabeth, was six months pregnant, Jesus’ mother, Mary, 

found out she was expecting. Then fast forward to John and Jesus as young adults. They meet 

each other at the Jordan River. Jesus approaches John and asks to be baptized.   
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Hear now the Scripture from Matthew 3:16-17. The words will be up on the screens. Feel free to 

follow along in your Bible or on your Bible app.   

 

SCRIPTURE 

 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased.”  

Matthew 3:16-17 (Jesus’ baptism, NIV translation) 

 

 

JESUS’ BAPTISM 

 

The story of Jesus’ baptism helps readers understand what baptism is all about. First of all, 

baptism is about God naming us and claiming us as God’s own. God says to us, just as God said 

to Jesus: “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”   

 

From your birth, you have been named as God’s child. And baptism confirms this. God says you 

are a part of God’s family. God loves God’s children unconditionally. There’s nothing that can 

ever make God stop loving you. You being you, just the way you are, puts a smile on God’s face.  

God made you, created you, and calls you as God’s own. The baptism waters remind us that just 

like Jesus, God says to us: “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

So when you see water this summer, remember that God is whispering, “You are my child, 

whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” When you see water this summer, from the splash of 

a water balloon, to the cannonball jump into the pool, the pitter-patter of raindrops from the sky, 

the spraying of the sprinklers, may that water be a reminder to you of the waters of baptism…and 

may you remember that God is whispering: “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.”   

 

Last month I was at our church playground with my kids. It’s a great space for playing. We 

walked over from our parsonage, and being that it was a warm day, we brought water bottles. As 

the kids played, I looked over to see Joshua sprinkling water on Lydia’s head. I was curious 

about what he was doing. He was baptizing his sister. He truly is the child of two pastors.   

 

I captured the moment on video, and when I asked him what baptism means, his response was 

priceless. Take a look. (Play video) 

 

Stated in the simplest terms, from the mouth of a three year old, baptism means God loves you!  

Baptism means God is whispering, “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” Baptism means that God has named and claimed you as God’s own.   
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WHAT CAN WATER DO? 

 

When I think about all of the things you can do with water, the list is endless. The middle school 

Sunday School class helped me make a list in the spring. We came up with over 50 things you 

can do with water. From drinking to cooking, to brushing teeth, to washing dishes, to cleaning 

clothes, to washing cars, to watering lawns, to swimming, to producing energy, there’s lots to do 

with water.   

 

One thing, however, that it’s used for every day is cleaning things. Unless you use paper plates, 

then you probably wash dishes—either by hand or in the dishwasher. And unless you only wear 

your clothes once, then you probably wash your clothes—again, either by hand or in the washing 

machine. Water is good for washing things.   

 

The water of baptism also is a washing agent. Just like clothes and dishes get dirty, so do people.  

The water of baptism is symbolic of washing away our sin and cleaning us. Baptism washes 

away the dirt, the gunk, the less-than-beautiful side of ourselves that we aren’t so proud of. It 

symbolically washes away our sin. And as it’s washed away, through the grace of God, it makes 

us new, clean, bright, shiny, forgiven people of God with a fresh-clean start. All the while, God 

is whispering, “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” Even when the dirt 

and grime starts surfacing again—when our less-than-perfect selves surface and we make those 

choices that aren’t always right—it’s then that those waters of baptism keep washing, and God 

keeps whispering, “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”   

 

As we live our life, we may find stains that surface, but God keeps washing them away through 

Christ—forgiving us—and all the while whispering, “You are my child, whom I love; with you I 

am well pleased.” Even when we find ourselves at our grimiest, in our most messy states—and 

believe me, I can be pretty messy—we can turn to God and God will clean us up, forgive us, and 

wash us clean…and whisper to us softly, “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.”  

 

AN INVITATION TO BAPTISM 

 

When we are baptized, it also gives us the chance to profess our faith in Christ. We claim our 

identity in Jesus. We acknowledge that we are God’s child—loved, and forgiven. When we are 

baptized, we join in the church community, and we are transformed through the washing of the 

water. Baptism is a beautiful thing.   

 

But here’s the deal: We don’t have to be baptized to know God or receive God’s love. Baptism is 

not a requirement to receive God’s love.   

 

We don’t have to be baptized to receive God’s grace. God offers us grace and forgiveness no 

matter what.   

 

But we can choose to be baptized, as a way to follow Jesus. We can choose to be baptized to 

publically say, “Yeah, I am a child of God and God loves me.” We can choose to be baptized and 

publically say, “Yeah, I believe in Jesus.” And join in the church community.   
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If you haven’t been baptized before, then maybe you’d like to consider it. Adults can be 

baptized, too. It’s not just for babies and children. Jesus was baptized as an adult.   

 

Perhaps you haven’t had the opportunity yet, and would like to. On August 25th we will be 

celebrating baptisms here in worship. You are invited to experience something sacred. 

Something beautiful.   

 

It’s summertime in Michigan! And during the summer, I love a water balloon that gushes forth, 

drenching your clothes and putting smiles on your face. I love the giggles of a child as they toss a 

water balloon your way.   

 

This summer, may the water from a water balloon, sprinkler, and swimming pool remind you of 

your baptism. May it remind you just how incredibly loved by God you are. May it remind you 

that you’re forgiven and washed clean. May the water be cool for the body and refreshing for the 

soul. May you hear God whispering, “You are my child, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” Thanks be to God for water balloons, for they remind us of our baptism. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


