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Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 

I  am so delighted to be here at Birmingham First! It seems like a lifetime ago 

that I received the invitation to join this ministry team. Now that the time 

has arrived, I can hardly contain my excitement for the things that God will do in 

us and through us in ministry together! 

I am the daughter of a pastor who served The United Methodist Church for 40 

years. I also have a brother who served as a pastor. I am a second career pastor, 

having spent 16 years in business and training management before answering my 

call to ministry. I attended Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary, and for the 

last six years, my family and I have served in St. Ignace—the first stop across the 

Mackinac Bridge! My husband, Craig, is a music teacher and we have three 

wonderful daughters: Katie, 21, who has made her home in St. Ignace; Hannah, 17, 

who will be a senior at Seaholm in the fall; and Niki, 12, who will be in 7th grade at Derby. We are all excited about this 

new adventure! 

My family has settled into the parsonage at Cranbrook Cross and it already feels like home. We’ve spent the last few 

weeks finding just the right places for our belongings and making it feel like a home. And we’ve even taken some time 

to explore the neighborhood. But so far, we have only met one person who lives in our neighborhood. I’m not one to 

go and ring doorbells, but if a person is outside of their home, I will introduce myself and make friendly small talk with 

them. But I have yet to see a person outside of their home. I’m hoping it’s because the temperature has been so high 

for the last couple of weeks. Hopefully, we will get a break in the weather soon and we can meet our neighbors. 

This Sunday in our sanctuary worship we will be exploring the story of The Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37. In 

this story, a man asks Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” and in typical Jesus fashion, he tells a story instead of just giving 

answers, because Jesus wants us to think. At the end of the story, Jesus throws a question back at the man, and that 

question changes everything—for him, for us, for the kingdom of God. Join me in the Sanctuary for “Won’t You Be My 

Neighbor?” I look forward to worshipping with you and becoming neighbors! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Susie Hierholzer 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

July 8: Dick Schoelch 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,  

July 1: Beverly Pryor, Frank Ruprich  

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the family 

of Harold Edgar Van de Grift, who was baptized on July 7. 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Autumn, Elodie and I would like to thank everybody for all the kindness, support, 

and love we experienced in our time at Birmingham First. It was truly a blessing! We also want to thank all who 

contributed to our love gift. It was so incredibly kind, and has helped us get ourselves more settled as we begin our 

time in Mount Clemens. May God bless you all as you continue in the strength of Christ in Birmingham and Berkley. 

The impact you have made on our lives will never be forgotten. —Pastor Dan Hart 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s 

message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that this Sunday, July 14, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a pastor. 

Share your joys and concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time in 

prayer together. Prayer will take place in the Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following the 

postlude after each worship service. 

Did You Know 
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It’s SUMMERTIME! That means it’s time for kids running through the sprinkler and swimming 

at the pool. It’s time for kicking back and enjoying the warm weather from the porch swing or 

patio chairs. It’s time for lighting up the barbecue grill and getting out the picnic table. It’s time 

for campfires and s’mores and watching the shooting stars. It’s time for preparing ourselves 

for the detours and never-ending road construction of Michigan. It’s time for trips to the dog 

park and tossing the tennis ball with our beloved four-legged friend. It’s time for jumping in the 

lake to paddleboard or parasail. It’s SUMMERTIME in Michigan, and it’s time for some 

summertime fun in worship! Invite your family and friends, and join me on Sunday mornings at 

10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center for worship and messages that connect our faith with 

summertime fun. And watch out for the water balloons, s’mores, and popsicles coming your 

way in worship this summer! 

This week in worship: What might sprinklers and swimming pools have to do with faith? What could we learn from a 

water balloon during church? 

Coming up next week in worship: What could a porch swing teach us about God? How could a patio chair help us 

grow in faith? Get ready to sip on some cold beverages during worship. 

See you on Sundays this summer at 10:00 a.m.! 

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

P.S. If you’re out of town and don’t want to miss the fun, you can worship with us online or catch up with the series 

during the week at www.fumcbirmingham.org/sermon-archives/sermons-2019. 

Worship in the CLC: Summertime! 

How can we handle co-workers with no apparent ethics?  

What does it mean to keep the Sabbath “holy” in our modern culture?  

How can you keep your joy in this crazy world?  

You asked for it—and these questions and more will shape this week’s message at Berkley 

First. Hope to see you Thursday at 6:00 p.m. or Sunday at 10:00 a.m.! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: You Asked For It! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/sermons-2019/
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Our 8th Annual Birmingham in the Garden tour is this Saturday, July 13. This year’s 

tour includes four gardens in the Birmingham area. One garden is a repeat visit to one of 

our most popular, asked-about gardens. Another is an unexpected oasis along a very busy 

road. And a third is one of Birmingham’s finest spots along the Rouge River. Tickets ($10 in 

advance) are available through the church website and in the church office during the week. 

On the day of the tour, tickets are $15. Proceeds go to assist youth participation in international mission trips. Don’t 

miss what promises to be our best tour yet! Contact Jay Shell (jay.shell@gmail.com) with any questions.  

Hunger Ministry….July 14 is Hunger Sunday (the second Sunday of the month), and all 

loose change in the offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to 

bring your loose change to add to the offering this Sunday. For checks and bills, use an 

offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. All donations go toward hunger relief. In 

addition, the Hunger Ministry Produce Table is open on Sunday mornings, July 14, July 

28, August 11, August 25, and all of September. Please feel free to drop off produce, herbs, 

flowers or plants. All proceeds go to fight hunger. You can peruse everything during the coffee hours in Fellowship 

Hall. We would also greatly appreciate volunteers to help with a simple set up and clean up. Thank you for supporting 

Hunger Ministry! If you have any questions, please contact Janine Friend (248-770-8162 or jfriend9966@aol.com). 

South Oakland Shelter (SOS)….Be a part of this unique and rewarding experience! 

There are many ways that you can participate in SOS at Birmingham First this year. We  

will host thirty homeless individuals from Sunday, August 4 to Sunday, August 11, providing 

evening shelter, dinner and breakfast, sack lunches, and transportation to and from the 

shelter check-in located in Lathrup Village. We offer our workers friendship, appreciation, 

and much more! You can register to volunteer through the church website and during the 

Sunday coffee hours. Contact Karen Plants (248-895-9825) if you have any questions.  

Service Opportunities 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship is a service of music, prayer, communion and a message 

in our beautiful Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east side of the church 

property. Start your day with us on the following Wednesday mornings at 7:40 a.m.  

July 17: Deacon Sarah Alexander 

July 24: Pastor Susie Hierholzer 

July 31: Hannah Sipes, Duke Intern 

In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the Sanctuary. We hope you will join us! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/garden/
mailto:jay.shell@gmail.com
mailto:jfriend9966@aol.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/sos/
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On Tuesday, August 13, we’ll travel back to the Stratford Festival for the hit musical, Billy 

Elliott. The Festival writes, “With its inspirational story, moving dance numbers and music 

by pop legend Elton John, this gritty new take on the smash hit show—reimagined for 

Stratford—really packs a punch.” Two tickets are still available. The price is $125 each, 

which includes your ticket, morning refreshments, transportation, and all taxes and fees. 

We gather at the church at 8:00 a.m. for coffee and bagels, with departure at 8:30. We arrive in Stratford around noon, 

allowing time for shopping and/or lunch on your own before the 2:00 performance. We return immediately following 

the play, with a dinner stop in Port Huron, arriving back at the church between 9:00 and 9:30 p.m.  

Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to sign 

up. Payment confirms your reservation. Passport required. 

Billy Elliott at the Stratford Festival 

Happening This Week 

Wednesday, July 10 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley  

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:45 a.m. Summer GRIP/Childcare 

11:00 a.m. Senior Volleyball 

12:00 p.m. Shain Park Summer Concert—

Offsite 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

7:00 p.m. Shain Park Summer Concert—

Offsite 

Thursday, July 11 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

Friday, July 12 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

Saturday, July 13 

9:00 a.m. Birmingham in the Garden 

Tour 

Sunday, July 14 

8:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship  

10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship in the CLC 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Baptism Class 

11:00 a.m. Welcome Reception for 

Pastor Susie 

11:30 a.m. 45C Family Lunch 

Monday, July 15 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:00 p.m. Generosity Team 

6:30 p.m. Singing Bowls—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study: Colossians 

Tuesday, July 16 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

10:00 a.m. Gin Rummy 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Compass Subcommittee 

Wednesday, July 17 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley  

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:45 a.m. Summer GRIP/Childcare 

11:00 a.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

7:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

7:00 p.m. Shain Park Summer Concert—

Offsite 

Thursday, July 18 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr.  

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

Friday, July 19 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

July 5-13 High School Mission Trip in Costa Rica 

July 9-13 6th-7th Grade Mission Trip in Grand Rapids 

July 9-14 8th-10th at Youth 2019 in Kansas City 

July 14-18 45C Mission Day Trips in Detroit 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

The Liturgists are Rev. Elbert Dulworth in the 

Sanctuary and Rev. Suzanne Walls in the CLC.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Ian Porter by his family. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of James 

Ryan Matulich, born June 25 to Ryan and Katie Matulich.  

Sunday, July 14, 2019 

 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  

Luke 10:25-37 

“Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Hymns 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

“Be Thou My Vision” 

Anthems 

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” 

“I Believe” 

Summer Choir 

 

Worship in the Christian Life Center 
10:00 a.m.  

Matthew 3:16-17, 4:18-22 

Summertime: 

“Sprinklers and Swimming Pools” 

Rev. Lindsey Hall 

 

The Table 
Thursdays 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Genesis 2:1-3 

You Asked For It: 

“Work, Rest, and Joy to the World” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A16-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A18-22&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A1-3&version=NRSV

