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The Goodness of God 

A s summer seems to arrive at last in the metro Detroit area, there is much 

happening at Birmingham and Berkley First. We rounded out an amazing 

and fun-filled week of Vacation Bible School last week with a picnic on the plaza on 

one of the nicest days of the season so far. In fact, many stayed and shared in 

fellowship at tables for quite a while after worship. It was good to feel the warmth 

of the sun. 

Throughout our VBS week, my niece, Ella repeatedly reminded me of the theme 

that in all of life, our ups and downs as well as our greatest joys and deepest 

sadness, “God is good!” Many thanks to our children and family ministries team 

and youth volunteers who taught her all about God’s goodness, not only with words but also with the actions of their 

lives. Please make sure that you stop by the children’s ministry office or drop them a note to thank them for the 

countless hours they spend loving on the children of our church and communities. 

As VBS was in full swing, so were some of our pastoral transitions for the summer. Rev. Susie Hierholzer, our new 

associate pastor for children, middle school and family ministries, as well as Rev. Sarah Alexander, our new deacon for 

young adult and high school ministries, moved into their parsonages. With boxes to unpack, they were still able to join 

us at Shine for worship on Sunday. Their appointments start on July, 1 so if you are in the building in the next couple of 

weeks, be sure to stop by and welcome them to our team. We also have welcome celebrations coming up for 

Pastor Susie on July 14 and Deacon Sarah on July 28 following our worship services at the Birmingham campus 

on those Sundays. 

St. Paul once wrote, “Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit. To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good.” (I Corinthians 12:4,7, NRSV) Indeed, in all of life, “God is good.” One of the ways that 

we and others experience God’s goodness is when we share our gifts with the world around us. 

This Sunday during our 10:00 a.m. traditional service at the Birmingham campus, we’ll be celebrating some of the gifts 

that are being shared this summer as we commission three youth mission teams. In the days that follow, they will be 

departing to share God’s goodness in Grand Rapids, Kansas City, and Costa Rica in early July. You won’t want to miss 

out on sharing our prayers and blessings with them. 

As we think about how God’s goodness is discovered when we share our gifts, we’ll also continue the first part of our 

summer series on Extraordinary Nobodies with “The Dung Memorial.” We’ll reflect on the story of a man whose name is 

written but almost never quoted beyond the scriptures. How might his gift have been essential to God’s work? How 

might the worst of jobs still reflect the goodness of God? I can’t wait to tell this story, and hope to see you soon. 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,  

June 17: Isabel Bath, GG Christ, Lynne Kreitz, Ian Lennox, Joyce Roberts, Neil Wester  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “A 

Father’s Wisdom,” and next week’s message is by Steve Packard. To listen, call 248-646-6407 

and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the church will be closed Thursday-Saturday, July 4-6, for the Independence Day 

holiday. Steeple Notes will not be published that week. 

….that the Fall Program Guide is a catalog of our fall offerings, published every August. If 

you have a new group or program starting this fall and would like to include it, now is the 

time to get staff approval. Then please submit your article to Janet Smylie in the church office by Wednesday, July 10. If 

you have a question, contact Janet at 248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

….that the Altar Flowers are available on July 28. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or 

office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information.  

Did You Know 

Habitat for Humanity….For the second year, Birmingham First is participating in Oakland Habitat for Humanity’s 

Interfaith Rock the Block event. This one-day build is on Sunday, July 28 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Southfield. This 

is a great opportunity to join with our brothers and sisters from different faiths in making a difference in our 

community. Volunteers must be over the age of 18 and must register online at http://bit.ly/2ZwKxKU. For more 

information or if you have any questions, please contact Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org). We hope to 

see you there! 

Our 8th Annual Birmingham in the Garden tour is Saturday, July 13. This year’s tour 

includes four gardens in the Birmingham area. One garden is a repeat visit to one of our 

most popular, asked-about gardens. Another is an unexpected oasis along a very busy road. 

And a third is one of Birmingham’s finest spots along the Rouge River. Tickets ($10 in 

advance) are available through the church website, during the coffee hours on June 30, and 

in the church office during the week. Again, the proceeds go to assist youth participation in international mission trips. 

Don’t miss what promises to be our best tour yet! Contact Jay Shell (jay.shell@gmail.com) with any questions.  

South Oakland Shelter (SOS) is the moveable homeless shelter for individuals who are 

seeking work or are currently employed and within weeks or days of having earned their 

way off the streets. Area churches host up to thirty individuals for one week each year. We 

are seeking volunteers for transportation, breakfast or dinner preparation, lunch packing, 

hosting, and night security in order to support our guests during their week at Birmingham 

First, August 4-11. Volunteer sign up takes place during the Sunday coffee hours and on the church website. Contact 

Karen Plants (248-895-9825) if you have any questions.  

Service Opportunities 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://bit.ly/2ZwKxKU
mailto:cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/garden/
mailto:jay.shell@gmail.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/sos/
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It is a story that dates to 1956 and the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Asked how she was doing, 

the domestic worker who was walking to and from her various jobs responded, “I am 

somewhere between ‘Lord have mercy’ and ‘Thank you Jesus.’” 

Earlier this month, Bishop David Bard offered reflections on our Michigan Area Annual 

Conference, which met from May 31 to June 2. He began his reflections with a quote from a 

psychologist named Francis Weller: “The work of the mature person is to carry grief in one 

hand and gratitude in the other and to be stretched large by them.” 

Two weeks ago, we celebrated the Rev. Dan Hart’s ministry with us and his leadership of our 

Shine worshiping community. On July 14, the Rev. Lindsey Hall will officially assume leadership 

for our Shine community. For now, we are in between. What does it mean to live between a goodbye and a welcome, 

between grief and gratitude, between “Lord have mercy” and “Thank you Jesus”? What does our faith have to say 

about being in between? As uncomfortable and uneasy as being in between might feel to us, might it be a place of faith, 

a place in which we are called to live as people of faith? 

In Shine this Sunday we will explore what it means to be in between. We may even discover in our Wesley heritage 

theological insights just for such a time as this. I hope you will join us! I look forward to worshiping with you in the 

Christian Life Center at 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Shine Contemporary Worship: In Between 

 

You may have heard about two prophets by the names of Elijah and Elisha. Beyond having 

alarmingly similar names, they also have a lot in common. Join us this Thursday and Sunday at 

Berkley First as we explore the story of Elisha and how Elijah affected his life, and discover 

how the role of mentorship is crucial to Christian living and discipleship.  

Hannah Sipes 

Duke Intern 

Berkley First: Passing the Mantle 

Summer Bible Study 

Colossians: Worship Through the Cross….Come, join Duke intern Hannah Sipes 

to explore the book of Colossians and what it has to say about worship.  

Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs to God.” Together we will study Scripture and discuss our own worship 

practices and some worship practices that Colossians may have to offer us. 

All are welcome to participate in this study and discussion. Class will meet Mondays, 

July 8-29 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Thomas Parlor.  

https://bishop.michiganumc.org/2019/06/04/unfinished-business-of-ac-2019/
https://bishop.michiganumc.org/2019/06/04/unfinished-business-of-ac-2019/
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Happening This Week 

Wednesday, June 26 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

7:00 p.m. Shain Park Summer Concert—

Offsite 

Thursday, June 27 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

Friday, June 28 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Saturday, June 29 

11:00 a.m. Memorial Service 

Sunday, June 30 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

Monday, July 1 

Christian Life Center closed 

7:00 p.m. Youth 2019 Parent Meeting 

Tuesday, July 2 

Christian Life Center closed 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

Wednesday, July 3 

Christian Life Center closed 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley  

7:00 p.m. Shain Park Summer 

Concert—Offsite 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

July 4, 5, 6 

Building closed for Independence Day holiday 

Sunday, July 7 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer—Berkley 

Monday, July 8 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m.  Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study: Colossians 

Tuesday, July 9 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

8:45 a.m. Covenant Group 

10:00 a.m. Gin Rummy 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. Desert Sisters Planning  

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

3:30 p.m. Marketing Team 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation Ministry 

Wednesday, July 10 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley  

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

11:00 a.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

7:30 p.m. Big Book Study 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship is a service of music, prayer, communion and a 

message in our beautiful Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east side of the 

church property. Start your day with us on the following Wednesday mornings at  

7:40 a.m.  

July 10: Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

July 17: Deacon Sarah Alexander 

July 24: Pastor Susie Hierholzer 

July 31: Hannah Sipes, Duke Intern 

In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the Sanctuary. We hope you will join us! 
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Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin preaching 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Hannah Sipes preaching 

The Liturgists are Deacon Sarah Alexander and Rev. Susie Hierholzer in the Sanctuary and Rev. Suzanne Walls at 

Shine.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Lon Bone in loving memory of his mother, 

Marjorie L. Bone. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett in loving memory of her father, Bruce Pickett.  

 

The Table 
Thursdays 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Rev. Zack Dunlap preaching 

Sunday, July 7, 2019 

“Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you…” 

The Fourth of July holiday commemorates our nation’s Declaration of Independence. 

Approved by members of the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, the Declaration asserted 

that the thirteen American colonies were “absolved of all allegiance to the British Crown” and 

were now “free and independent states.” In its infancy, the country of my citizenship broke 

free from Britain and today, this week—243 years later—it continues to celebrate freedom. 

Is the political freedom we celebrate as citizens of the United States the same or different 

from the freedom that we celebrate as Christians? A question of baptism is whether we 

accept the freedom and power God gives to us. Rather than freedom being something for us 

to declare, in baptism it is something we are given, a gift. What does it mean for freedom to be a gift of God, an act of 

grace? And how does this make it different from the freedom we celebrate in the civil and secular sense? 

These are some of the questions we’ll ask when we gather for worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, July 7. At the end 

of a long Fourth of July holiday weekend, I encourage you to come to worship, explore what God’s gift of freedom 

might mean for you, and share in the celebration of holy communion.  

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

July 7 Sanctuary Worship: Freedom and Faith 



 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   www.fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Susie Hierholzer,  
and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  www.berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:30, Rev. 

Suzanne Walls at 10:00, Kristin Snyder at Shine, and Rev. 

Lindsey Hall at Berkley.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Jack, Marianne and Elizabeth Conner in 

honor of Cliff and Isabel Bath’s 68th wedding anniversary. 

Sunday, June 30, 2019 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Nehemiah 3:14 

Extraordinary Nobodies: 

“The Dung Memorial” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“God, Whose Love Is Reigning o’er Us” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 

“We Are Called” 

Anthems 

“Matin” 

“Nearer My God to Thee” 

Summer Choir 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

1 John 3:1-3 

“In Between” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

 

The Table 
Thursdays 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

“Passing the Mantle” 

Hannah Sipes, Duke Intern 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+3%3A14&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1-3&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+2%3A1-14&version=NRSV

