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Extraordinary Nobodies
“Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.”
(I Corinthians 1:26-29, NRSV)
As the summer comes upon us, we have some staff transitions beginning to take
place and new friends to get to know better. Reflecting on this, I’ve been reading
the stories of the almost unknown and lesser known characters in the Bible, trying
to get to know them better. Some have an entire book written about them, some
have a chapter, and some are mentioned only in a verse or two. These people and
their stories captivate me. I’m drawn in to discover more about who they were, what they did, and how God used
them even though they don’t make it into too many sermons. Time and time again, Paul’s words to the Corinthians ring
true as God uses those that no one expects to do amazing work.
This Sunday, on Father’s Day, we’ll begin our summer series in the main sanctuary on Extraordinary Nobodies with the
story of “A Father-in-Law’s Advice.” Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, showed up to help out when Moses needed him
most. How might Jethro’s advice speak to us today? Who are the Jethros that still speak to us today?
Following worship on Sunday, at 11:00 we’ll gather on the plaza off the main entrance to honor Pastor Dan Hart’s
ministry with us. Please plan to join us for this time of refreshments and celebration. This is a great opportunity for
each of us to remember and to share how Dan’s ministry has blessed us. I look forward to seeing you there as we
share our gratitude and blessings with Pastor Dan, Autumn and Elodie before they begin their ministry at First United
Methodist Church in Mount Clemens.

Blessings,
Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor
Extraordinary Nobodies, Part I
June 16

“A Father-in-Law’s Advice” (Exodus 18:13-27)

June 23

“My Way”

(2 Kings 5:1-14)

June 30

“The Dung Memorial”

(Nehemiah 3:14)
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday,
June 10: Patty Glass, Ian Lennox, Joyce Roberts, Neil Wester
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Tuesday,
June 4: Ann Van Deusen
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Ron and Patty Reynolds and family on the death of his
mother, Carol J. Reynolds, on June 9. Visitation will be held at Coats Funeral Home in Waterford on Thursday, June 13
from 4:00-9:00 p.m. Her funeral will be held at the funeral home on Friday, June 14 at 1:30 p.m.
Our Blessings are shared with the Reinker family following the baptisms of Caroline and James on June 9 at Berkley
First.

Intercessory Prayer
The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord
during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered
prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events.
Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer
Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in
the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office.

Employment Opportunity
Preschool Teachers….First Kids Preschool is looking for people who love working
with children and have an understanding of early childhood development for several
part-time positions. Applications and job descriptions are available in the church office.
Contact Lori Handzel (lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org) to apply or for more information.

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Anita Barratt, and next week’s
message is by Lisa Lyon. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered
by our automated system.
….that the Fall Program Guide is a catalog of our fall offerings, published every August. If
you have a new group or program starting this fall and would like to include it, now is the
time to get staff approval. Then please submit your article to Janet Smylie in the church office
by Wednesday, July 10. If you have a question, contact Janet at 248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org.
….that summer is here, and that means it is your chance to sing with the Summer Choir. Singers of all ages and
ability levels are invited to come and sing with the Chancel Choir on Sundays through July 14. Rehearsals begin 30
minutes prior to each service. All you have to do is show up! We hope you will sing with us this summer.

First United Methodist Church

Page 3

Shine Contemporary Worship: A Fond Farewell
This week in Shine will be my last service at Birmingham First. It has been a blessing,
and I have learned and grown from my experiences in this church. I am especially
thankful for my time working with our different mission and advocacy groups, my
connection to the Shine congregation, and the opportunity to work with our church’s
excellent staff. It has been such a joy to witness ministry in this place, and such an
honor to walk alongside so many in the good and challenging times.
I hope you will join us this Sunday as I share some of the many experiences I am
thankful for, and share about some of the lessons that I have learned at Birmingham
First. If I don’t see you, thank you for the ways you have cared for and shaped me and
my family in our time at Birmingham. May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord
make God’s face to SHINE upon you and be gracious unto you, the Lord lift up God’s
countenance upon you, and give you peace.
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: God’s Good Creation
If you’re ducking away for the weekend and still want to worship as part of the Birmingham
and Berkley First family, remember that our Thursday evening service, The Table, runs all
summer long. We gather for a meal prepared by Hollie Kotwicki at 6:00 p.m., followed by a
time of worship with music, a short message, and communion. After that, there’s a time of
open discussion. Children’s programming runs during worship and discussion from 6:30-7:30
p.m. This week, at The Table and on Sunday morning, we’re taking a look at God’s good
creation.
Pastor Zack Dunlap
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Children, Student and Family Ministries
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.

All-Church Picnic
Join your church family for a complimentary All-Church Picnic on the plaza on Sunday,
June 23 immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship services. Fun for all ages! No
reservations required. Come and enjoy a simple and fun time of fellowship. Hope to see
you there!
Questions? Contact Lisa Wells (lwells@fumcbirmingham.org) or Beckie Bower
(bbower@fumcbirmingham.org).

Service Opportunities
Our 8th Annual Birmingham in the Garden tour is Saturday, July 13. Tickets ($10)
are available through the church website, during the coffee hours on June 16, and in the
church office during the week. Contact chair Jay Shell (jay.shell@gmail.com) with any
questions.
South Oakland Shelter (SOS)….Be a part of this unique and rewarding experience! There are many ways that you
can participate in SOS at Birmingham First this year. We will host thirty homeless
individuals from Sunday, August 4 to Sunday, August 11, providing evening shelter, dinner
and breakfast, sack lunches, and transportation to and from the shelter check-in located in
Royal Oak. We offer our workers friendship, appreciation, and much more! You can
register to volunteer through the church website and during the Sunday coffee hours.
Contact Karen Plants (248-895-9825) if you have any questions.

CROP Walks Celebrate 50th Anniversary….This year marks the 50th Anniversary of the
CROP Walks! September 22 will be the 37th year that Birmingham First has walked the CROP
Hunger Walk, and there are many stories to tell. “We Walk Because They Walk” was one of
the first themes Gayle Guenther can remember when she started walking in the CROP Hunger
Walk some 30+ years ago. Do you have memoires of previous CROP Hunger Walks? How
many years have you walked? Were you part of a CROP planning team? We would like to
collect stories and photos. Will you help? Contact Gayle Guenther (248-514-1836 or
jagguenther@gmail.com) or fill out a CROP Memory Card in the church office.
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Stay in Touch
You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First. Go to
www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can
unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive:
Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements
Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities
Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities
Make Your Mark—High School newsletter
Middle School Newsletter
Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements
Birmingham First Contemporary Service—Updates on sermon series and activities at our
contemporary service
 Berkley First Newsletter








Happening This Week
Wednesday, June 12
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
12:30 p.m. Mahjong
1:00 p.m. Canasta
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Northern Tier
Planning Meeting
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
Thursday, June 13
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
7:00 p.m. VBS Decoration Workshop
Friday, June 14
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:30 a.m. Bridge
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
11:30 a.m. Free Popsicles—Berkley
Saturday, June 15
9:30 a.m. Silent Saturday Prayer
Meeting—Berkley

Sunday, June 16
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Potluck Brunch—Berkley
12:30 p.m. Teddy Bear Repair—Berkley
Monday, June 17
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Steeple Stock
Tuesday, June 18
6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
7:00 p.m. Church and Society Ministry
Wednesday, June 19
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
12:30 p.m. Mahjong
2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep
7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees

Thursday, June 20
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
Friday, June 21
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—
Berkley
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Sunday, June 16, 2019

Traditional Worship
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Exodus 18:13-27
Extraordinary Nobodies:
“A Father-in-Law’s Advice”
Rev. Elbert Dulworth
Hymns
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
“Come and Find the Quiet Center”
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
Anthems
“Morning Has Broken”
“How Great Thou Art”
Summer Choir

Shine Contemporary Worship
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center
Romans 8:31-38
“Learning As I Go”
Rev. Dan Hart
The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:30,
Duke intern Hannah Sipes at 10:00, and Rev. Lindsey Hall
and Rev. Suzanne Walls at Shine.
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
and placed by the Klipfel family in loving memory of Karl
and Bill Klipfel.
The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Kate
Hameister by her children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.

The Table
Thursdays
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Genesis 1
re:CREATION:
“God’s Good Creation”
Rev. Zack Dunlap
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2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072
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Zack Dunlap, Pastor

Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world.
Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision,
Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another
Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no
boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.

