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Moving FORWARD  
“That night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far shore and called across  

the sea, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us!’ The dream gave Paul his map.”  

(Acts 16:9-10a, The Message) 

Over a year ago now at Birmingham and Berkley First, we identified three strategic 

initiatives in our FORWARD visioning process: 

 Growing in Relationship with God through Discipling Ministries 

 Building Relationships with those in their 20s and 30s 

 Extending Relationships through Multi-Site Ministry 

Last year at this time, three diverse innovation teams were developing 

implementation plans to help us achieve our vision. In the fall, the Administrative 

Council adopted their strategic plan that charted our next steps moving FORWARD so that we might confidently step 

into the future towards which God is calling us. Throughout this past year, the Administrative Council, Compass, and 

your staff have been hard at work to embrace and implement the bold vision that you have named. 

As we went through the process, it was your dreams that helped us to develop the map to see those dreams become 

reality. In July, we are looking forward to having two pastors, Pastor Lindsay Hall and Pastor Susie Hierholzer, who will 

have discipleship as a part of their portfolio and will set us up to focus on this area of growth in our relationship with 

God. In the fall, our church calendar will even reflect this with a dedicated night for new discipleship programs to start 

that will also provide childcare. Many of our committees have graciously agreed to meet primarily on Mondays so that 

Tuesdays can be used to encourage people to join a variety of new Journey Groups (discipleship groups). Soon you will 

be hearing more about key ways that we can all grow as faithful disciples in Jesus Christ. 

With a commitment to grow in our relationships with those in their 20s and 30s, it is critical for us to have a 

connection with them even sooner. So I’m thrilled that Deacon Sarah Alexander is coming to join us this summer, as 

well. Imagine the transformation of our world that happens as our youth continue their faith journey as young adults. 

At the same time, we have new opportunities to reach out to young adults in our communities. 

In this past year, we have started a new worshiping community at Berkley First on Thursday nights called “The Table.” 

Embracing our vision for multi-site ministries, we continue to create new spaces for new faces with a meal, worship, 

and dialogue at this service. 

Like Paul, your dreams have provided the road map. Join me on Sunday morning as we share the story of a woman 

whose life was impacted by Paul’s roadmap and who went on to support the same for others. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 20: Jerry Hause 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, May 

13: Bill Pettibone 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Joseph Little, who died on May 

17; and with Kathy Mechigian and family on the death of her husband, Dr. Aram Mechigian, on May 16. Visitation will 

be held at St. John’s Armenian Church in Southfield on May 24 from 3:00-8:00 p.m. His funeral will be held at St. John’s 

on May 25 at 11:00 a.m., with visitation starting at 10:00.   

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the 

families of these children who were baptized on May 19: Mina Estella Hayes, Victoria Mortimore Kristen, Evangeline 

Rose Wisley-Schulz 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “Tell Mother I’ll Be There.” To listen, call 248-646-

6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on June 2, 23 and 30. Cost: $60. Please contact 

Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information 

or to reserve a date.  

….that Nancy Smith is looking for an alto saxophone in good working condition for the Jeremie, Haiti church. Need 

by June 5. Please contact Nancy (248-568-5190 or nancysmithrn@gmail.com).  

….that our 8th Annual Birmingham in the Garden tour is Saturday, July 13. Tickets are now available in the 

church office for $10 each. Contact chair Jay Shell (jay.shell@gmail.com) with any questions.  

….that we don’t take the summer off! Our new Summer Program Guide highlights over 100 summer 

opportunities for you and your children to continue to grow and serve as disciples of Jesus Christ. Why not try 

something new? Copies are available around the building and on the church website. Check out what’s coming up! 

Did You Know 

Intercepted Notes of Thanks 

We are full of gratitude and thankfulness for the blessing of this church family that surrounded us with prayers, meals, 

cards, emails, texts and loving care during Rex’s transplant. We are deeply overwhelmed and appreciative. Rex and Eric 

are recovering well. —Rex and Sue Smith and family 

On behalf of Hunger Ministry, we would like to thank the congregation once again for 

your amazing support in the Spring Food Drive. We collected 150+ grocery bags full of 

life-sustaining supplies, enough to generously donate to three food banks: Cass 

Community in Detroit, DORT in Flint, and Lighthouse in Pontiac. They told us how 

they are excited to restock their depleted shelves in preparation for the spring and 

summer months, which are surprisingly busy. This is living proof that you are always 

willing to support those in need! —Heidi Geissbuhler, Bill and Mary Lou Guisinger 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:nancysmithrn@gmail.com
mailto:jay.shell@gmail.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/summer-program-guide/
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How do we reach out to people who are not connected to the church, and even those who 

have a negative view of the church? This week in Shine we will continue our “Q:” series with 

a question on how we can positively share our faith with those people in our life who don’t 

necessarily follow or believe in the Christian faith. How do we exemplify our beliefs in our 

words and actions without shutting people off from wanting to participate in the 

conversation? Although this is a challenging conversation without one clear answer, come this 

Sunday to find out one view. 

Thanks to Pastor Lindsey for leading us in worship and communion, and for bringing an 

important word this past Sunday! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Humble Conversation 

We’re wrapping up our When in Rome series this week at Berkley First with a look at our 

ongoing invitation to love. We’ll also be recognizing our graduates as part of the Sunday 

morning worship experience. Remember: we also have a Thursday night worship service with 

a meal at 6:00 p.m., worship at 6:30, and a time of discussion at 7:00. With children’s 

programming running concurrently from 6:30-7:30 p.m., this is a great opportunity to worship 

as part of the Birmingham and Berkley First family before you duck away for the weekend. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Love, for the Day is Near 

Summer Worship Hours begin Sunday, May 26: 

Nursery and Sunday School are offered at the 10:00 hour. 

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Shine Contemporary Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Berkley Worship 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

Summer Office Hours begin Tuesday, May 28: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Christian Life Center Summer Hours begin Saturday, May 25: 

Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Saturday Closed 

Traveling this Summer?  

Watch the traditional worship live stream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-live or watch the video at a later 

time.  

Make online contributions by credit card or from your checking or savings account at www.fumcbirmingham.org/

giving.  

Summer Schedule Begins This Weekend 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-live/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/


For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and 

children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, 

children and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the 

church. Led by clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents is Sunday, June 9 at 10:00 

a.m. Baptisms will take place during worship on June 16, July 21 and August 18. Please 

contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register 

for the class or to schedule a baptism.  

VBS Registration is Open for All Children! Don’t forget to register your children for a fun-filled week, June 17-

21, to learn how Life is Wild but God is Good! Adults, we need your help! 

To make our VBS a ROARING success, please consider volunteering one, 

two, three or more mornings to help the little children of our church 

community. If being in the classroom is not for you, we have many other 

areas where you could help—the kitchen, decoration workshops in the 

evening, set up and take down are just a few areas to consider. Please visit 

the church website to volunteer. For more information, contact Megan Klapp (mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org), Kim 

Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org) or Chaundra Burkett (cburkett@fumcbirmingham.org) in the Children and 

Family Ministries office.  

VBS Supply Donation….Help us ROAR by cleaning out your garages and basements! We are in the need of the 

following supplies: Cardboard boxes (in good condition); chicken wire (any type or size); cans of leftover paint (any 

type or size) in red, black, blue, yellow, light pink, orange or green; brooms and scrub brushes (will not be returned). 

Please drop off all donated supplied outside the Children and Family Ministries office. 

Children, Student and Family Ministries 

A few tickets remain for you to join Pastor Elbert Dulworth on Wednesday, June 5 for a 

fun day trip to the Stratford Festival to see Shakespeare’s Othello. Cost is $75, which 

includes your ticket, transportation, morning refreshments, and all taxes and fees. We 

gather at the church at 8:00 a.m. for coffee and bagels, with departure at 8:30 on the 

comfortable Endowment Express II. We arrive in Stratford around noon, allowing time 

for shopping and/or lunch on your own before the 2:00 performance. We return immediately following the play, with a 

dinner stop in Port Huron, arriving back at the church before 9:30 p.m. Invite a friend to go with you! 

Other trips are planned on Tuesday, August 13 to see the hit musical Billy Elliott ($125) and Tuesday, September 10 for 

Noel Coward’s Private Lives ($70). Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 

3121) for more information or to sign up. Payment confirms your reservation. Passport required. 

Stratford Festival Presents Othello  
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https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
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Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

 

Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/birminghamFUMC) 

Let’s Get Social! 

Happening This Week 

Wednesday, May 22 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. UMW Finance Committee 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Jeremie, Haiti 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

4:30 p.m. UMW Women’s Retreat 

Planning 

6:00 p.m. First Nurses 

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Party 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout PLC Meeting 

7:00 p.m. VBS Decoration Workshop 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 23 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:45 a.m. Preschool 3 Yr. Music 

Performance 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

6:00 p.m. Preschool 5 Yr. Graduation 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

Friday, May 24 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, May 25 

Building Closed 

Sunday, May 26 

Summer Worship Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

Monday, May 27 

Memorial Day: Building Closed 

Tuesday, May 28 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m.  Preschool 4 Yr. Graduation 

7:00 p.m. Church and Society Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:15 p.m. Women’s Journey Group—

Berkley 

Wednesday, May 29 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

9:00 a.m. UMW Budget Committee 

9:30 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

11:30 a.m. Sisters Luncheon 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

7:00 p.m. VBS Decoration Workshop 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 30 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. VBS Decoration Workshop 

Friday, May 31 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC


The Liturgist is Rev. Suzanne Walls in the Sanctuary.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Karen Hagenlocker and Henry Whiting III 

in honor of their families. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Claudia Crosby in loving 

memory of Rev. James and Wanda Crosby.  

Summer Worship Hours                               Sunday, May 26, 2019 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Acts 16:9-15 

“A Purple Heart” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“God of the Ages” 

“America the Beautiful” 

“Go Forth for God” 

Anthems 

“God Give Us Peace” 

“Be Thou My Vision” 

Chancel Choir  

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

2 Chronicles 7:12-18 

“Q: Non-Pushy Evangelism” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   www.fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  www.berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

 

The Table 
Thursdays 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Romans 13:8-12 

When in Rome: 

“Love, for the Day is Near” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A9-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+7%3A12-18&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A8-12&version=NRSV

