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Our scripture reading for this morning is from the Revelation to John, chapter 7, versus 9-17 

(NRSV): 

 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 

hands.  They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor 

and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 

where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 

Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

    and worship day and night within the temple, 

    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

    the sun will not strike them, 

    nor any scorching heat; 

for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

    and they will be guided to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

* * * * * 

“TAKING THE LONG VIEW” 
Revelation 7:9017 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

 
First United Methodist Church 

Birmingham, Michigan 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

How long will it be until your child needs those college funds?   

When are you thinking that you want to retire?    

What is your planning horizon?    

 

Investment advisors appreciate clients with longer term horizons. They tend to be more risk 

tolerant. And they tend to panic less during market corrections. A long view helps investors to 

stay the course. 

 

Four weeks ago, we celebrated Easter. On Easter morning, the women who go to the tomb to 

anoint the dead body of Jesus encounter the risen Christ. From that morning, Easter moves out 

from the tomb. We read of the disciples’ encounters with the risen Christ. Then we read the 

scripture stories that tell of resurrection power at work in the early church.   

  

Today, in the passage I just read from Revelation, we get the long view. Our reading for today 

gives us a glimpse of the end, when a great multitude that no one can count stands before the 

risen Christ.  

 

Jesus lived and died and rose again. The power of love was overcome by death and fear, and then 

rose—victorious—not once, not just then, but forever and ever. Or, as our scripture says it: 

  

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor 

and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 

* * * * * 

 

But allow me to back up a minute. The Revelation to John, the book of Revelation, is one of the 

most misused and misunderstood books of the Bible. It is a wild read; those who don’t avoid it, 

tend to distort it.   

 

Throughout history, Revelation has been used by warring parties, often on both sides of the same 

conflict, who claim to see, in the same visions, themselves as God’s people and their opponents 

as Satan’s. During the reformation, Luther had an artist picture the pope as the Whore of 

Babylon; a biography of Luther by a Catholic author pictures Luther as “the beast,” a seven- 

headed monster. During our own Civil War, both sides found in Revelation images and symbols 

that they used to demonize their opponents.1  

 

In the late 1980s, there were preachers and authors who saw in the birthmark that the Soviet 

General Secretary Mikel Gorbachev had on his forehead the mark of the Devil, the antichrist.  

Do any of you remember that? 

 

As is true for all scripture, historical context matters. The Book of Revelation was wartime 

literature. John, the author, likely fled as a refugee from Jerusalem after 70 AD, when Roman 

armies—yes, the same armies that occupied Jerusalem when Jesus was crucified—when Roman 

armies defeated the Jewish revolutionaries, destroying the temple and leaving the holy city in 
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ruins. Seeing the Romans as the enemy, as evil, but wary of openly attacking Rome, while 

passionately longing for Israel’s God to avenge his people’s suffering, John did what Israel’s 

classical prophets did centuries earlier. He transposed the horrors of war into intense prophetic 

imagery, picturing Rome as Isaiah had pictured Israel’s enemy Babylon, as a demon and 

monster. The images used by John are so vivid and elemental that readers have been able to plug 

them in, so to speak, to whatever conflict they confront.     

 

So, what are we to make of Revelation? Last week, I had the opportunity to hear Pastor Dan 

preach at our Shine service, our more informal worship at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday in our 

Christian Life Center. In his sermon, Dan shared that one of his pastors growing up told the 

following story: 

 

...There was a theology professor who, after being asked countless times about the 

meaning of Revelation, decided to turn the question to others... He asked anybody 

who wanted, to respond.   

 

He received responses from theology students and professors... It is allegory for 

Good and Evil, it is historical narrative in imagery, it is divine prediction…it is 

code for a people under the watchful eye of the emperor... 

 

The professor asked the wider body of students and faculty...and they said it was a 

prediction of the end times, it was all made up notions about the end times, it was 

history through the lens of early Christianity. 

 

In the end, it was another member of the staff...the man who cleaned the 

professor’s classroom on a weekly basis...that gave the best answer the theology 

professor had heard...more than any other educator, or student... The man who 

cleaned the professor’s classroom said, “It is a story that reminds us that God 

wins...” 

 

In the midst of the battle between good and evil, chapter 7 in the Revelation to John offers a 

glimpse of God’s future. Our scripture for today presents a vision of the future; a glimpse of 

heaven, where God is with human persons, guiding them to springs of living water, where 

hunger is no more, and God wipes away every tear.    

 

In the end, God wins. Resurrection is not an isolated event. The power of love, defeated by death 

and fear, rose victorious, not once, not just then, but forever and ever… 

 

* * * * * 

 

Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador was assassinated in 1980 while saying the mass in San 

Salvador. Last fall, he was declared a saint in the Roman Catholic Church. There is prayer 

known as the Oscar Romero prayer.2 I invite you to hear this excerpt from it: 
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It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view...  

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise 

that is God’s work.  

Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying that [God’s realm] always 

lies beyond us.  

No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith. No 

confession brings perfection… 

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds already planted, 

knowing that they hold future promise… 

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This 

enables us to do something, and to do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it is 

a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and 

do the rest.  

 

* * * * * 

 

It helps every now and then to take the long view.  

  

Our scripture for today invites us to take the long view. We are invited to live in faith into the 

long view, a vision where a great multitude that no one can count—from every nation, tribe, 

peoples, tongues—gather before God in God’s glory.    

 

It is vision of abundance. Of inclusion.   

 

The voice of God declares that “salvation belongs to God”—not to parties or positions, nations 

or states, not to you or to me. Salvation is of God. In the end, we will stand in awe of God’s love 

and care.    

 

This is the future towards which we are invited in faith to live and love each day.   

 

It helps every now and then to step back and to take the long view.   

 

How might you make a different decision today, if you knew your future, long term, was secure?  

What might you dare to do in love, if you knew that in the end—God’s end—love wins? How 

might we dare to live as a church, if we believe, truly believe, that salvation belongs not to us but 

to God, and that in the end a great multitude that no one can count, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, will be with God? 

 

What might it look like for us to take the long view? 

 

* * * * * 

 

On this fourth Sunday of Easter on which we celebrate Mother’s Day, I would suggest to you 

that it is mothers who perhaps have the most to teach the rest of us about taking the long view. 
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For birth mothers—and, yes, my experience is secondhand—getting through nine months of 

pregnancy requires taking the long view. 

 

For all those who care for newborns and infants—birth parents, adoptive parents, mothers, 

fathers, aunts, and uncles—getting through sleepless nights and unending diaper changes: yes, it 

helps to take the long view. 

 

And this. When it comes to making day-to-day child rearing decisions, a long view is critical.3  

Let me offer an example from our own family. I offer it because it is familiar and not because I’d 

claim Barb and I were or are exceptional parents.  

 

When she was a toddler, our youngest daughter, Kate, decided she wanted to pick out her own 

clothes to wear. Were we embarrassed sometimes at the choices she made? Mismatched socks, 

plaids and stripes of every imaginable color. Yes, we were embarrassed as were her older sister 

and brother. But, within a safe set of boundaries—no one really gets harmed when a toddler 

makes poor fashion choices—she was learning to make decisions and to define herself. Short 

term, yes, there were days when I would see the looks her attire brought our way and I would 

pretend she was someone else’s child. Taking the long view, those experiences, and others like 

them, have served her well. She is happy. Healthy. Independent. And, on most days, decently 

dressed.  

 

All of this is to say thank you to moms, and to those who have showed us a mother’s love. Thank 

you for taking the long view and for what you teach us all about the importance of taking the 

long view. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Mother’s Day is a day of gratitude and celebration. Moms, thank you. 

 

Mother’s Day can also be a day of grief—for those who long to be parents and who for whatever 

reason are not able to do so; for those whose experience of their parents was painful; for those 

who are celebrating today, grateful for a mother’s love, yet grieving deeply a mother’s death; for 

those mothers and fathers among us who have buried children. 

 

There are mothers this day sitting with children in hospital rooms, following yet another school 

shooting on Wednesday in Colorado. There is a mother preparing to bury her son, the victim of 

the shooter. And yes, there are mothers of the two alleged shooters, sick with grief, confusion 

and, I can only imagine, guilt and questions that have no answers. 

 

Today, Mother’s Day. Four weeks ago, Easter. 

 

The power of love was overcome by death and fear and then rose, victorious—not once, not just 

then, but now, and forever and ever…   

 

In our scripture for today, what we see is that in the end, God wins, love wins. 
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The wild images, the beasts, the struggle. When we do not take it too literally, it can speak to our 

own experience. The language, the struggle, the sense of being overwhelmed connect to our own 

experience of life. And so….   

 

If you watch the news and wonder whether relationships matter anymore, or if borders and 

boundaries will forever divide us, live into the long view, where a great multitude which no one 

can number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, stand together. 

 

If you are growing weary doing mother’s work, wiping tears from eyes, caring for the most 

vulnerable in our midst, live into the long view and know that in the end God wipes tears from 

eyes. 

 

If you are mourning this day, grieving the loss of a mother, a child, a future that is not what you 

thought it would be, live into the long view and know that in the end God provides shelter, and 

care, and comfort, forever and ever.  

 

If you are tired of debates about what it takes to be saved, about who the righteous really are, live 

into the long view where God’s voice clearly declares: Salvation belongs to God. 

 

If you are wondering what difference mission work and activity might make when the needs are 

so great, live into the long view, knowing that what we do now that aligns with God’s future will 

be made complete by the One who was and is and is to come. 

 

Take the long view. 

God wins. Love wins. 

 

In faith, may we—you and I—live into God’s future, this day and always. 

 

Amen.  
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