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Planning Horizons 

H ow long will it be until your child needs those college funds? When are you 

thinking that you want to retire? What is your planning horizon?    

Investment advisors appreciate clients with longer term horizons. They tend to be more 

risk tolerant. And they tend to panic less during market corrections. Those who take  

the long view are better able to tolerate the ups and downs that occur in the short 

term.   

The question of the length of one’s horizon is one that has applications beyond financial 

planning. It is a critical question of faith. Do we have faith in God long-term? Do we 

believe that the future—even that beyond our lifetime, even that beyond our imagining—

belongs to God? What does it mean for us to take the long view as disciples of Christ?    

In our sanctuary worship this Sunday, we are going to be using a lectionary scripture lesson assigned to the fourth 

Sunday of Easter. Lectionary lessons are suggested scriptures for each Sunday of the year; they follow the Christian 

calendar on a three-year cycle. The scripture lesson that will be our worship focus is from the Revelation to John, 

Chapter 7, verses 9-17. In the midst of the wild imagery of the Revelation, these verses are an interlude that present a 

vision of the future; they offer a glimpse of heaven, where God is with human persons, guiding them to springs of living 

water, where hunger is no more, and God wipes away every tear.    

Was Easter a one-day event? Or does Easter change the world—and us—forever, providing us a new horizon for 

faithful living? What does it mean to live with a long-term horizon, knowing that love wins—on Easter morning, and 

forever and always? These are some of the questions we will explore as we gather for worship this Sunday in the 

Sanctuary. 

And, yes, this Sunday is Mothers’ Day! As we consider what it means to take the long view for living faithfully day to 

day, we will honor mothers and think together about the importance of taking the long view for parenting as well as for 

living as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I look forward to worshiping with you in our Birmingham sanctuary on Sunday! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, May 7: Jerry LaBrake, Pat McShane, Erin Schweibold 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, April 

29: Frank Schweibold 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Kathy and Hal Bunge and family on the death of her mother, Barbara Heidel, on May 2. A funeral was held on May 5. 

….the family and friends of Laura Alexander, who died on May 3. Visitation will be held at Desmond’s Funeral Home 

(Royal Oak) on Sunday, May 19 from 1:00-5:00 p.m. Her funeral will be held in our Sanctuary on Monday, May 20 at 

11:00 a.m. 

….former member Stella Wood on the death of her husband, Al, on May 4 in Cleveland.  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s 

message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets tonight (Wednesday, May 8) to discuss A 

Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. All are welcome to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Wesley Room #214.  

….that this Sunday, May 12, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a pastor. Share your joys and 

concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time in prayer together. Prayer will take place in the 

Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following the postlude after each worship service.  

….that the Altar Flowers are available on May 19 and June 2. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 

ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information.  

….that Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, May 22 in Thomas Parlor for a salad luncheon prepared by Chef 

Hollie. We will eat at 11:30 a.m. Visitors are very welcome. Call Claudia Crosby (248-549-0969) by May 17 for 

reservations.  

….that the date of the UMW Annual Unit Meeting has changed to Monday, June 3 at 7:00 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. 

All interested women from Birmingham and Berkley First are welcome. You must be a member of the UMW to vote 

on the proposed budget for the 2019-2020 fiscal year. Membership forms will be available that evening. 

….that we have a few more retired hymnals, free for the taking. Just ask in the church office.  

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

45C Summer Mission Trip, July 14-18….Children who are currently in 3rd, 4th or 5th grades (and parent 

volunteers) are invited to participate in a week of service and fun! Registration is open now on the church website. If 

you have any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  

VBS Registration is Open for All Children! Don’t forget to register your children for a fun-filled week, June 17-21, 

to learn how Life is Wild but God is Good! Adults, we need your help! To make our VBS a roaring success, we need you! 

Please consider volunteering one, two, three or more mornings to help 

the little children of our church community. If being in the classroom is 

not for you, we have many other areas where you could help—the 

kitchen, decoration workshops in the evening, set up and take down are 

just a few areas to consider. Please visit the church website to 

volunteer. For more information, please contact Megan Klapp (mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org), Kim Bowyer 

(kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org) or Chaundra Burkett (cburkett@fumcbirmingham.org) in the Children and Family 

Ministries office. We hope to see you there! 

Birmingham Hometown Parade….On Sunday, May 19, all are welcome to represent Birmingham First and 

Children and Family Ministries at the Birmingham Hometown Parade. Bring your family and pets and come march with 

us! Let’s show the Birmingham community our wonderful church community. Please contact Kim Bowyer 

(kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org) to register. Parade starts at 1:00 p.m. Meeting location at 12:30 will be announced 

closer to the event.  

Children, Student and Family Ministries 

Our 2019 Men’s Retreat will begin with dinner on Friday, September 27 and end 

with a communion service following lunch on Saturday, September 28. The 

retreat will be hosted at the Colombiere Retreat and Conference Center in 

Clarkston, MI. Overnight lodging options as well as the opportunity to join the 

retreat as a commuter are available. Opportunities to extend our time together 

on Saturday will also be available. Details and retreat registration are now 

available on the church website.  

Mike Slaughter, our lead teacher, is a pastor emeritus and global church ambassador for Ginghamsburg Church. When 

Mike arrived there in 1979, worship attendance hovered at 90 with 188 members and an annual budget of $27,000. 

Today, 4,500 guests worship weekly at Ginghamsburg and the multi-million dollar budget helps resource a faith 

community committed to serving the poor, lost and disenfranchised. You can learn more about Mike at 

www.mikeslaughter.com. 

Men’s Retreat 2019 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/vacation-bible-school-2/
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:cburkett@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/mens-retreat/
http://www.mikeslaughter.com
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Christian Life Center Receptionist….A part-time position providing assistance and 

direction to those visiting or participating in programs or ministry. This is an opportunity 

to be the face of the church to our broader community. Shift hours are Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday as follows, starting June 3, 2019: 

Summer Hours: 6:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Fall/Winter Hours: 6:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Six Saturdays per year: 7:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Please send all inquiries to lwells@fumcbirmingham.org. Complete job descriptions and applications are available on 

the church website and in the main church office.  

Employment Opportunity 

Turn on the TV, open a newspaper, browse social media: everyone is talking about 

new ideas for expanding American healthcare coverage. As consumers and voters, 

it can be hard to know which option is best for our families, our neighbors, and 

our nation. This timely forum will help you make sense of Medicare-for-All, 

Medicare and Medicaid Buy-Ins, adding public plan features to private insurance, 

strengthening the Affordable Care Act, and other options discussed in the media. 

Join us on Saturday, May 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a discussion led by four of the best minds in Michigan 

healthcare policy. Keynote speaker is Marianne Udow-Phillips, Lecturer, University of Michigan School of Public Health 

and Ford Policy School, and Director, Center for Health and Research Transformation. Sponsored by Church and 

Society Ministry and Fems for Change. Admission is free, but seating is limited. Questions? Contact Rich Teets 

(richardteets@gmail.com).   

Healthcare: Who Knew It Could Be So Complicated? 

The final concert on this year’s Live@First Concert Series is coming up on Sunday, May 19…and it’s one you won’t 

want to miss! We are privileged to present a showcase of the Broadway-bound show Bonhoeffer: the Musical, written by 

our own Scott Wilkinson. Our presentation will feature singers straight from Broadway in New York. What an 

amazing opportunity to see this show before it hits The Great White Way. Scott shares a bit about his journey with 

Bonhoeffer:   

Working on the Bonhoeffer project has been one of the joys of my life. Whenever you 

can spend this much time with an iconic figure like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, it is an 

enlightening experience. If you combine the music with the historical, the theological, 

the political and cultural implications of his life, you cannot help but be filled with a 

combination of an enormous sense of privilege, while at the same time a deep sense 

of responsibility to do it justice.  

Live@First has donated over $15,000 this season to local charities. At this final concert of our 20th Anniversary 

Season, we will receive donations to support Live@First for another season of great music and work in our 

community. Come be one of the first to hear the next Broadway sensation! 

Live@First Presents Bonhoeffer: The Musical 

mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:richardteets@gmail.com
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This week in Shine we will continue our “Q:” series by talking about women in the Bible. 

Mother’s Day can bring both positive and challenging feelings for different people, but the 

strength, faith and contributions of women are always worth talking about. This week we will 

focus on some of the influential women of the Bible, especially some of the women of the 

early church who were deeply important and don’t always get mentioned. Come celebrate 

some of the stalwarts of our Christian story. 

Pastor Dan Hart 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Influential Women 

One of my favorite songs in the Berkley First repertoire cries out: “I’m no longer a slave to 

fear; I am a child of God!” It recounts God’s mighty acts throughout history, splitting the sea 

so we could walk right through it and pouring perfect love into our lives. This week, on 

Thursday as well as Sunday, we’ll discuss what it means to be led by the Spirit. For, as Paul 

writes in Romans 8, those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. As God’s 

beloved children, then, let us ever desire to keep in step with the Spirit! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Led by the Spirit 

The spring has revealed these beautiful daffodils that our children and youth planted last fall. 

Because of your generous investment in their faith today, God’s goodness will be harvested in them. 
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Art & Soul Annual Sale….If you are looking for a unique Mother’s Day gift, take time 

out to visit the annual sale of Art & Soul on Saturday, May 11 from 12:00-4:00 p.m. at the 

Swords into Plowshares Gallery in Detroit. Art & Soul is a program that journeys with 

the homeless and needy through art to create hope and sustainable opportunities and 

healing for many of our participants. To ride to the show in the Endowment Express, sign 

up in the church office during the week or see us during the coffee hours on Sunday.  

Hunger Sunday….May 12 is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in the offering will be credited to 

our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering this Sunday. For checks and 

bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. All donations go toward hunger relief. Thank you for your 

support.  

“Tag a Bag” Food Collection Drive: May 12-19….Hunger Ministry is once again 

sponsoring a food drive to benefit local food pantries. It’s been a long, cold winter and the 

shelves are especially understocked. Even in a typical year, giving slows as spring and summer 

approach, while need remains constant. Please help us support these pantries, including 

Lighthouse in Pontiac, Cass Community in Detroit, and DORT in Flint. All you have to do is fill 

your paper grocery bag, which will be distributed following worship on May 12. Then return 

your filled bag to Birmingham First on Sunday, May 19 (or to the church office before May 19). 

As always, we thank you for your continued generosity! 

Appliances Needed….We are always collecting clean appliances in good working condition for families in need. You 

may be downsizing or remodeling, and the residents of the Redford-Brightmoor neighborhood are living without 

stoves, refrigerators, washers and dryers. There is also a great need for mattresses. Please contact Sharon Scripter 

(248-439-6345) to arrange a pick up. 

Opportunities for Service 

 

 

Opportunities for Fellowship 

Merry Mates….We are going on an adventure along the beautiful ring road that circles the whole island of Iceland. Be 

sure to come on Friday, May 17 and be fascinated by the Land of Fire and Ice, as John and Karen Carter share their 

experiences with us. Come at 6:00 p.m. for conversations and enjoy dinner ($15) at 6:30 with this fun and friendly 

group of all ages, couples and singles. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) 

by early evening on Sunday, May 12.  

Mixed Doubles….Join Mixed Doubles for an afternoon at the historic Redford Theater in Detroit. We plan to see 

the classic movie Citizen Kane at the 2:00 p.m. showing on Saturday, May 18. After the movie, we will meet for a casual 

dinner at Scotty Simpson’s Fish and Chips, a short distance from the theater (22200 Fenkell Ave. in Detroit). The 

Redford Theater was built in 1928 and has a fantastic restored theater organ. During the movie intermission, the 

theater organist will play a mini concert. If you plan to attend either the movie or the dinner, RSVP to Glenn and 

Jeanne Moore (248-649-3038) by May 15. Please plan to buy your own tickets, which can be purchased online or at the 

theater. The box office and theater open at 1:00 p.m., and an organ recital starts at 1:30. Mixed Doubles is a social 

group for singles and couples in the 55-75 age range; all are welcome.  

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
https://redfordtheatre.com/events/citizen-kane/
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Happening This Week 

Wednesday, May 8 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m.  Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Canasta 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m.  Endowment Committee 

Special Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 9 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: infants 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m.  Children’s Bells 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, May 10 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

11:30 a.m. Preschool Mother’s Tea 

Saturday, May 11 

9:00 a.m. 3rd Annual Perennial 

Exchange—Berkley 

4:00 p.m. Ladies’ Spring Tea—Berkley 

Sunday, May 12 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

Monday, May 13 

9:00 a.m.  Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 a.m. Parents of High School/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

6:00 p.m. Dan Hart Farewell Planning  

7:00 p.m. Hospitality/Connecting  Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

Tuesday, May 14 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW Childcare 

10:00 a.m. WOW Bible Study Luncheon 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:00 p.m. Grip/Teens & Tweens 

1:00 p.m. Women at One 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Finance Committee 

7:00 p.m. Missions Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Worship Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:15 p.m. Women’s Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

Wednesday, May 15 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:30 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, May 16 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

6:00 p.m.  Discipleship Leaders 

Appreciation Dinner—Offsite 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Technology Committee 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, May 17 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

 

 



The Liturgists are Rev. Lindsey Hall at 8:15, Rev. 

Suzanne Walls at 9:30 and 11:00, and Rev. Lindsey Hall at 

Shine.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Susan Davison in loving memory of her 

parents, Nelson and Hazel Jones. 

Sunday, May 12, 2019 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Revelation 7:9-17 

“Taking the Long View” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Hymns 

“All Creatures of Our God and King” 

“Sing with All the Saints in Glory” 

“Marching to Zion” 

Anthems 

“Kids Under Construction” – Cherub Choir  

“The Blessing of a Mother’s Love” – Sonshine Choir 

“Antiphonal Hosanna” – Disciple Choir 

“Batid las Manos” – Covenant Choir 

“The Sacrifice of Praise” – Chancel Choir  

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Acts 9:36-42, 16:12-15 

“Q: Women in the Bible” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   www.fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  www.berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

 

The Table 
Thursdays 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion 

in the Social Hall 

 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Romans 8:12-17 

When in Rome: 

“Led by the Spirit” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+7%3A9-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A36-42&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A12-15&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-17&version=NRSV

