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Discover, See and Believe

W

hat an amazing energy and excitement has filled this building as the
United Methodist Women’s Rummage Sale began this week!
Throughout this time, I love to work outside, visiting with members of our church
and community as they drop off their treasures, as well as walking through the
building visiting with so many of our workers and volunteers as they sort, place,
and price all of the items that we receive.
One day I walked into the Fantastic Finds room as several of our volunteers were
looking at a donated item, asking one another, “What is this?” I stood there for a
little while as several moved it around, trying to figure out what it was. There were
plenty of ideas, but no one seemed very sure at that moment. While I left before anyone ever figured out what exactly
it was, I knew that as they spent time with it and invited the input of others, they would figure it out together.
As so many have been preparing for the Rummage Sale this past week, several of our middle school students are
preparing for confirmation at the 11:00 a.m. traditional service in the main sanctuary at Birmingham First this coming
Sunday. Throughout the past year, our students have been exploring their faith, asking questions, and discovering God’s
work in their lives in Jesus Christ. In a sense, they have been asking, “What is this? What is our faith all about anyway?
How is God active in our lives?”
I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to hear from them as they make their professions of faith in Jesus Christ during
worship. As the body of Christ, we are filled with energy and excitement when young people confess their faith at
confirmation. With them, we also know that our faith is something that continues to grow throughout our lifetimes as
we continue to ask ourselves, “What is this? What does it mean for me in light of my relationship with God in Jesus
Christ?”

Following the resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples as they were fishing by the Sea of Tiberias, otherwise known
as the Sea of Galilee. After the resurrection, they went back to what they knew best…fishing. After an unsuccessful
night of fishing, they were headed back to the shore. Suddenly Jesus showed up on the shoreline and invited them to
throw their nets back into the water on the “right” side of the boat. When they did, the nets were so full of fish that
they almost broke. I’m almost certain someone must have wondered, “What is this that just happened? Who is this
that suddenly made fish to jump into our nets?” John tells us that they didn’t recognize Jesus until this moment and that
John told Peter, “It is the Lord!”
I’m so thankful for the body of Christ where we are empowered to discover, to see, and to come to believe together
in the love and grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ.
Blessings,
Elbert Dulworth
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday,
April 29: Frank Schweibold
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, April
22: Ruth Peck
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Peter and Gail Granett and family on the death of their
daughter, Shelby Brown, on April 24.
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Marianna Gilmore and family on the death of her husband,
Harry Gilmore, on April 27.
Our Blessings are shared with the family of Emmett Charles David, who was baptized on April 28.

Intercessory Prayer
The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord
during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered
prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events.
Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer
Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in
the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office.

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title
“Wait Till the Son Shines,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system.
….that if you missed having your picture taken for the pictorial directory, here’s your
second chance! These pictures will be used in the church database to help our new pastors
put names and faces together. Look for the photo backdrop in the CLC Lobby on Sunday,
May 5, at the Berkley Campus on Sunday, May 19, and in Fellowship Hall on Sundays, June 2 and 9.
….that applications for the Baldwin Center Summer Enrichment Program internships are due on Monday,
May 6. Information and application forms can be found on our church website.
….that the Haiti Mission Team returns to Jeremie in early May and will be blogging daily (electricity and internet
availability permitting!) about their work. Follow along at https://bfumcjeremiehaiti.blogspot.com/2019/04/returning-tojeremie-may-2019.html.
….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets on Wednesday, May 8 to discuss A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor
Towles. All are welcome to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214.
….that you can read the Endowment Funds Annual Report at https://indd.adobe.com/view/2d17be79-75d4-44c19603-d48e59cfbed7. Check out the great new look!
….that we have retired hymnals, free for the taking. Just ask in the church office.
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Children, Student and Family Ministries
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.
Cass Family Work Day….Families are invited to help us do spring clean-up, plant flowers and spread mulch at the
Cass Community Social Services Scott Building in Detroit on Saturday, May 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Please RSVP
with Kim Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).
45C Summer Mission Trip, July 14-18….Children who are currently in 3rd, 4th or 5th grades (and parent
volunteers) are invited to participate in a week of service and fun! Registration is open now on the church website. If
you have any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).

Stratford Festival Informational Meeting
We are in the midst of Rummage Sale week, but we are thinking about summer and a
new season of day trips to the Stratford Festival. You are invited to join Pastor Elbert
Dulworth on Sunday, May 5 at 12:15 p.m. in the Martin Room as he introduces the lineup
for our season this year, which includes Shakespeare’s Othello in June, hit musical Billy
Elliott in August, and Noel Coward’s comedy, Private Lives, in September. If you’re not able
to attend the meeting on May 5, contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for
more information or for tickets. Passport required.

Merry Mates
We are going on an adventure along the beautiful ring road that circles the whole island of Iceland. Be sure to come on
Friday, May 17 and be fascinated by the Land of Fire and Ice, as John and Karen Carter share their experiences with us.
Come at 6:00 p.m. for conversations and enjoy dinner ($15) at 6:30 with this fun and friendly group of all ages, couple
and singles. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening on
Sunday, May 12.

Employment Opportunity
Christian Life Center Receptionist….A part-time position providing assistance and
direction to those visiting or participating in programs or ministry. This is an opportunity
to be the face of the church to our broader community. Shift hours are Monday,
Wednesday and Friday as follows, starting June 3, 2019:
Summer Hours: 6:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Fall/Winter Hours: 6:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Six Saturdays per year: 7:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Please send all inquiries to lwells@fumcbirmingham.org. Complete job descriptions and applications are available on
the church website and in the main church office.
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Member Portal
Did you know we have a “member portal” on our website where you can confidentially update your contact
information; give online, set up recurring gifts, view your contributions, manage your payment methods (credit cards
and checking accounts), view and register for upcoming events that are available for online registration, and see your
current online registrations?
If you give online or have registered for an event online, you already have an account. If you need to set up your
account, it’s easy! Just follow these steps:
1. Go to the Birmingham or Berkley First website. At www.fumcbirmingham.org, click on the Member Portal link at
the top left corner in the red bar. At www.berkleyfirst.org, click on the Member Portal link from the menu on
the home page. Both links take you to the Member Portal Home Page.
2. Click on the “log in/create account” link in the blue box located at the bottom of the Member Portal Home Page.
3. Go to the “Register for an Account” section and click on Register in the blue box at the bottom of the page.
4. Fill out the New Account Request form and click Register when complete.
5. Go to the email account you used to register and open the New Account Verification email from Birmingham/
Berkley First.
6. Click on the link provided in the email to activate your account. You will not be able to log in without this activation
step. If the link does not work, copy and paste it into the address bar located at the top of the screen on your
web browser (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, etc…).
7. You will be back on the Member Portal Home Page once you activate the account and are now ready to log in.
If you would like help setting up your account or with how to navigate the member portal, stop by our table during the
coffee hours on May 5. We will be happy to assist you. With additional questions, please contact Bev Richardson
(brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3156).

Healthcare: Who Knew It Could Be So Complicated?
Turn on the TV, open a newspaper, browse social media: everyone is talking about
new ideas for expanding American healthcare coverage. As consumers and voters,
it can be hard to know which option is best for our families, our neighbors, and
our nation. This timely forum will help you make sense of Medicare-for-All,
Medicare and Medicaid Buy-Ins, adding public plan features to private insurance,
strengthening the Affordable Care Act, and other options discussed in the media.
Join us on Saturday, May 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a discussion led by four of the best minds in Michigan
healthcare policy. Keynote speaker is Marianne Udow-Phillips, Lecturer, University of Michigan School of Public Health
and Ford Policy School, and Director, Center for Health and Research Transformation. Sponsored by Church and
Society Ministry and Fems for Change. Admission is free, but seating is limited. Questions? Contact Rich Teets
(richardteets@gmail.com).
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Revelation
This week in Shine we will continue our “Q:” series by talking about one of the most oftenasked questions I have had in my ministry: “What is the meaning of Revelations?” There are
so many symbolic images and numbers throughout the book of Revelation that seem
confusing. When we look deeper, Revelation provides a codex for early Christians to be
reminded of God’s continued presence and hope in the middle of oppression. We, too, are
reminded of hope and God’s power when we can look contextually at the important message
Revelation brings. Come hear about it this Sunday at Shine!
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Discerning God’s Will
One of the most difficult tasks for a Christian is often discerning the will of God. This week,
on Thursday as well as Sunday, we’ll draw from the first couple of verses in Romans 12 to
gain insight into the ways God might be leading us as individuals and as church together, even
when God’s will seems a bit elusive.
Pastor Zack Dunlap

Am I Blue or is it Depression?
We all have our ups and downs in life. There are days we just can’t seem
to pull it together for no apparent reason. We search for a “reason” for
feeling blue, and sometimes it is clear that we are down because of the
loss of a loved one or the crashing of a life dream. But other times it just
seems that we are trying to justify our low feelings. We doubly kick
ourselves for feeling blue and not having a “reason” for feeling blue, as if
we are imagining our feelings.
This presentation will include some facts, stories and group interaction to help participants learn about depression:
where it comes from and how to cope with it. Please join Dr. Rita Valade on Sunday, May 5 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Light dinner offered. Reservations requested for dinner through the morning of the event and may be
made in the church office. “Program only” walk-ins welcome. Contact Sue Dale (sdale@fumcbirmingham.org) with
questions.
Birmingham First and Mental Health:
Seeking to break the silence and stigma through sermons, program offerings and resources.
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It’s Rummage Sale Week!
Sale Hours:
Wednesday, May 1
Thursday, May 2
Friday, May 3

6:00 to 9:00 p.m. (30% mark up)
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (regular price)
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. (Bag Day, $10 or half off)

Opportunities for Service
Brightmoor….Join the laughter and make a difference! We invite you to Brightmoor’s
annual Funny for a Change fundraiser on Sunday, May 5. We have a new location: the
GO Comedy Improv Theater in Ferndale, which was voted Best Comedy Club in 2018
by Metro Times. Doors open and silent auction begins at 6:00 p.m., then the show begins
at 7:00. General admission tickets are $35/person. Seating is limited in this new venue, so
purchase your tickets on Sunday in Fellowship Hall. You may also purchase tickets online at
www.RedfordBrightmoorInitiative.org. For more information, contact Mary Pickett (248-646-7238).
StreeThreads….On Monday, May 6, we’re returning to Central UMC to serve another hot meal rather than
sandwiches. The hot food we took in February was a big hit with the folks there! Your generous donations of cookies
and fruit continue to be necessary and much appreciated. Please drop those off in the church kitchen, labeled for
StreeThreads, by Sunday, May 5. We’ll meet at 8:45 a.m. on May 6 to take the food to Central, along with clothing and
toiletries. As always, we welcome all to join us as we serve our NOAH neighbors there. Thank you for everything you
do to keep this ministry alive! Please contact Sue Walters (ssuewalters@hotmail.com) if you are able to help or have
questions.
Kroger Community Rewards Program….Help the hungry every time you
shop at Kroger. The need is great! It’s that time of year again—time to enroll your
Kroger Card for the Community Rewards Program. A portion of your Kroger
spending will then support the Birmingham First Hunger Ministry programs that
provide food assistance for those in need. Complete your enrollment today at krogercommunityrewards.com.
Questions? Come to our table during the coffee hours on May 5 or contact Robin Adams (adams400@aol.com).
Art & Soul Annual Sale….If you are looking for a unique Mother’s Day gift, take time
out to visit the annual sale of Art & Soul on Saturday, May 11 from 12:00-4:00 p.m. at the
Swords into Plowshares Gallery in Detroit. Art & Soul is a program that journeys with
the homeless and needy through art to create hope and sustainable opportunities and
healing for many of our participants. To ride to the show in the Endowment Express,
sign up in the church office during the week or see us during the coffee hours on Sunday.
“Tag a Bag” Food Collection Drive: May 12-19….Hunger Ministry is once again sponsoring a food drive to
benefit local food pantries. It’s been a long, cold winter and the shelves are especially understocked. Even in a typical
year, giving slows as spring and summer approach, while need remains constant. Please help us support these pantries,
including Lighthouse in Pontiac, Cass Community in Detroit, and DORT in Flint. All you have to do is fill your paper
grocery bag, which will be distributed following worship on May 12. Then return your filled bag to Birmingham First on
Sunday, May 19 (or to the church office before May 19). As always, we thank you for your continued generosity!
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Happening This Week
Wednesday, May 1
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:00 p.m. Rummage Sale Begins
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 2
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
10:00 a.m. Rummage Sale
4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley

Monday, May 6
8:00 a.m. StreeThreads
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. Rummage Post-Sale Meeting
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
10:00 a.m. Canasta
11:00 a.m. Adult Transition Program
Lunch—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Mahjong
11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
12:45 a.m. Parents of High School/College
1:00 p.m. Mexican Train
7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study
7:00 p.m. SRPC
7:00 p.m. UMW Women’s Retreat
Planning

Friday, May 3
9:00 a.m. Rummage Sale
Tuesday, May 7
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men
6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
Berkley
9:30 a.m. Bridge
Saturday, May 4
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study
6:00 p.m. Confirmation Banquet
9:45 a.m. COW Childcare
10:00 a.m. WOW Bible Study
Sunday, May 5
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
12:00 p.m. Grip/Teens & Tweens
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Pack 1082—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
7:00 p.m. Stewardship Ministry
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
Berkley
9:30 a.m. Big Chapel
7:15 p.m. Women’s Journey Group—
9:30 a.m. Confirmation Class
Berkley
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
7:30 p.m. WOW at Night
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade Wednesday, May 8
11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer—Berkley
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
12:15 p.m. Stratford Informational
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
Meeting
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
5:00 p.m. Discover First—Berkley
9:00 a.m. GRIP
5:30 p.m. Mental Health Presentation:
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
Depression
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Mat Pilates
Aware!
Bridge in the Afternoon
Sisters
Canasta
Cub Scout Pack 1032
Boy Scout Troop 1032
Christian Classic Book Club
Celebration Ringers
Chancel Choir
Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, May 9
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
11:00 a.m. Prelude: infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
4:15 p.m. Spark
4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir
4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate
7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women
Friday, May 10
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
11:30 a.m. Preschool Mother’s Tea
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Sunday, May 5, 2019

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Holy Communion at 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00
Confirmation at 11:00

The Table
Thursdays
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall

Sunday Worship

John 21:1-8
“Empty Nets”
Rev. Elbert Dulworth

8:30 a.m. Sunrise Service
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Hymns
“Christ is Alive”
“Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast”
“He Lives”

Romans 12:1-2
When in Rome:
“Discerning God’s Will”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Anthems
“Unclouded Day” – IXOYC Choir
“I Know My God” – Genesis Choir
“Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise” – Chancel Choir

1589 W. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009

Shine Contemporary Worship

248-646-1200 • www.fumcbirmingham.org
office@fumcbirmingham.org

11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor

Holy Communion

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor

Revelation 21:1-7
“Q: Revelations”
Rev. Dan Hart

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15, Rev.
Suzanne Walls at 9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at Shine.
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
and placed in loving memory of Forrest E. Fox by his
children, Kim, Kyle and Kerry.

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072
248-399-3698 • www.berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor

Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world.
Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision,
Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another
Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no
boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.

