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Risking Rejection

A

few years ago, I had heard that a friend and a member of one of my
former congregations passed away. He was quite a celebrity in the small
town where I had once served as a pastor. Everyone around town knew him as
Carl Karl, the magician. Carl delivered the greatest children’s messages on Sunday
mornings. When he was on the schedule, our children’s faces always lit up because
they knew he was going to perform a magic trick. I knew that he’d tell them about
Jesus as he captivated their attention with a magic that was imbedded in his soul
and spirit. When Carl passed away, his epitaph expressed his sense of humor as
well as his love for magic. It read, “Poof, I’m gone, but never forgotten.”
Whenever I walk through a cemetery, I find that my eyes seem to fall on a notable
epitaph or two like Carl’s. I begin to imagine who that person was for his or her family and friends as I gaze upon these
last words that loved ones have written about them. I cannot help but wonder what might be said about me and my life
some day.
As our Lenten theme, The Risks of Discipleship, continues in the main sanctuary at Birmingham First this week with
“Risking Rejection,” we’ll hear a story from Mark’s gospel of a woman who anointed Jesus with a jar of costly nard, or
ointment, in Bethany near Jerusalem as Jesus made his journey to the cross of Good Friday. At the end of the story,
Mark tells us that Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has
done will be told in remembrance of her.” (Mark 14:9, NRSV)
We don’t seem to know much about this woman from Mark’s account. We don’t even know her name, yet she is
remembered for what she did that day. What we do know is that she risked plenty that day as she stepped into the
middle of a meal that Jesus was having with some others. She risked rejection and even some scorn as those around
her questioned whether her act was an extravagant waste. Yet, Jesus lifts up what she has done and includes it as a part
of the story of the “good news” which we know he will proclaim with the whole of his own life in the days that follow.
When our days on this earth are ended, what will they say about each of us? How will we be remembered? What
epitaph might be written by those whom we have loved and who love us? How might our story be a part of the greater
story of the “good news” that we have come to experience in Jesus Christ?
Blessings,
Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday,
March 25: Dave Lepper, Jack Wells
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, known to be released from the hospital since
Monday, March 18: Dick Michel, Martha Michel
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Concern are shared with Jeff and Ann Rysenga and family on the death of her
mother, Judith Ann Luzadder, on March 5. Her funeral was held in Indiana.

Intercessory Prayer
The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord
during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered
prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events.
Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer
Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in
the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office.

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “The
Road to the Cross,” and next week’s message is by Steve Packard. To listen, call 248-6466407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system.
….that we offer a brief early morning service of music, prayer, preaching and
communion on Wednesdays during Lent. On April 3, Pastor Elbert Dulworth will lead the
service beginning at 7:40 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
….that we will publish our Summer Program Guide in May to cover programs and
events from June through Labor Day. Contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to
include your event. The deadline for inclusion is March 29.
….that the Altar Flowers are available on Palm Sunday, April 14 (palm arrangement) and April 28. Cost: $60. Please
contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve a
date.
….that orders are now being accepted for Easter Lilies. Use the order form in your bulletin on Sunday, or contact
Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org). Lilies are $20 each and must be ordered by
April 14.
….that the Preschool really needs newspaper for art projects. When you have finished reading the newspaper, please
place it in the bin outside the Preschool office. Thank you!
….that our Live Stream process now allows us to live stream and record the 9:30 service at the same time. If you
have bookmarked the live stream page, please go to the webpage and relink, as the link has changed.
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Children, Student and Family Ministries
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.
ROAR!!! Join us June 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. to noon for our Roar VBS! The epic African adventure engages the
whole herd—from two year olds (must be two by December 2018)
through 5th graders, and volunteers from middle school to adults.
Current 5th graders also have the opportunity to join us as Jr. Crew
Leaders. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them through this wild life. Kids will learn one
memorable Bible point each day, which is reinforced often through Bible
adventures, key Bible verses, songs, snacks and hands-on explorations that help children know that God is always,
always good!
To make Roar VBS a success, we need your help! Volunteers are critical to that success, and we will need more than
120 volunteers from Crew Leaders and Room Directors to Station Leaders to Decorators and more! Please register
kids and volunteers through the church website. If you have any questions, contact Megan Klapp (248-646-6407 ext.
3124 or mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org).

Baldwin Summer Interns
Starting to think about a summer job? Consider being an intern at the Baldwin
Center Summer Enrichment Program, a camp for students entering grades 2-8 who
mostly live in the neighborhood of the Baldwin Center in Pontiac. Students from
our congregation who have been Baldwin Interns have found it to be a rewarding
and enjoyable way to spend the summer, helping young students and earning money
at the same time.
Interns work under the supervision of the Baldwin Center Director of Youth Programs, acting as teachers or teacher
aides as required. Interns also help during recess, morning drop-off, afternoon pick-up, lunch, and with field trips. Very
importantly, interns interact with children who may especially benefit from extra attention.
The camp runs Monday-Friday, July 8 until August 16. Five days of orientation, training and preparation will precede the
start: Wednesday-Friday, June 26-28, and Monday-Tuesday, July 1-2. The week of August 19 will be used for cleanup
and debriefing for a total of eight weeks’ work. Compensation for the summer is $3,100.
Applicants must be at least 18 by the first day of camp. Preference will be given to those with at least one year of
college and who are members of our congregation. Applications are available on our church website. Completed
applications must be returned to the church office by Monday, April 22. More information about the Baldwin Center
may be found at www.baldwincenter.org.
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U.S. Prisons: Perception vs. Reality
On Monday, April 8 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, Church and Society Ministry will present U.S. Prisons:
Perception vs. Reality, an informational program on an incarceration system that costs us $81 billion a year and holds
2,200,000 inmates. The program will explore the myths we hold regarding the prison population and the realities that
raise questions about our justice system’s efficiency and equity. Specifically, who is in prison? Should the lack of
personal resources enhance your odds of imprisonment? Is our prison system equipped to accommodate and treat an
ever-increasing inmate population of the mentally ill? What can we do as individuals and as a congregation to improve
the human pipeline from courtroom to prison cell?
The program will include a presentation on our prison system and small group discussions on the above questions.
Our featured speaker is Mr. Jeremiah Wade-Olson. Jeremiah is a member at Berkley First and an assistant professor at
the University of Michigan. He has done extensive research on the U.S. prison system.
The content of this program is targeted to adults as well as high school age and older youth. If you have any questions
about this program, please contact Frank Driscoll (248-666-5021 or frank.driscoll@mellc.co).

Don’t Panic! Understand Stress and Anxiety
In our fast-paced, modern world, we have sadly come to expect daily
anxiety and stress as normal, something we all have to “just deal with.”
For those with chronic anxiety, the feeling of being on edge, worried or
overwhelmed can begin to seem so constant that it’s impossible to
change. Worry no longer!
This evening will be helpful both for those who are anxious and stressed, and also those who have a loved one with
anxiety issues. It will focus on explaining what anxiety is, how it works in our brain and our body, how we can support
those who experience anxiety, and how we can free ourselves from the downward spiral. With the right combination
of information and practical advice, you will leave this talk with a greater understanding of what anxiety is, how it
impacts our lives, and how to master it...and how to fill your life with joy, peace and calm.
Join us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, April 14 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. A light dinner will be served, and a goodwill offering
will be taken. Reservations are required for the meal only. Sign up in the church office or through Sue Dale (248-6466407 ext. 3160 or sdale@fumcbirmingham.org).
Our speaker is Matthew Swartz, MSSW, LMSW, who is fiercely passionate about helping people to understand
themselves, how to grow, and how to build their lives. Matt is the Assistant Director of Clinical Services at PCSCounseling, where he has been in private practice for five years. He specializes in Anxiety, High Performers, ADHD,
and Traumatic Grief. Matt received his graduate degree from Columbia University in New York City, where he also
lived and worked for five years.
Birmingham First and Mental Health:
Seeking to break the silence and stigma through sermons, program offerings and resources.
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Grow to Serve
This week in Shine we will continue our Lenten sermon series by talking about Jesus sharing a
meal with Mary, Martha, Lazarus and the disciples. Jesus is taking a moment to be with many of
his closest connections, but even in that moment, there were questions about how they were
honoring Christ and how they were serving others. We will also explore the tension between
our personal faith and health in relation to how we serve others.
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Solemnity and Celebration
The events of Holy Week are too significant to squeeze into seven days’ time, so at Berkley
First we’re stretching them out over a month and giving one Sunday each to the celebration
of Palms, the remembrance of Passover, the solemnity of Passion, and the joy of Easter. It all
kicks off this week as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem as King. This is the
fifth Sunday in March, so all the children above nursery age are joining us in the Sanctuary.
Pastor Zack Dunlap

4th Annual Endowment Dinner
Calling all members and friends of Birmingham and Berkley First! You are warmly
invited to attend the 4th Annual Endowment Dinner on Friday, April 26 at 6:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. This year’s dinner will provide an opportunity to hear about the good
work of our Endowment over the past year, witness some amazing entertainment, and
listen to the words of a renowned preacher. Our theme is “A Time for Planting.”
Chef Hollie Kotwicki will start us off with appetizers, followed by dinner with your
choice of three entrees (prime rib, salmon, or vegetarian parmesan), all compliments
of the Endowment Committee.
We are extremely pleased to have two special features at this 2019 Endowment event. First, our very own Dr. Scott
Wilkinson will perform three songs from the production of Bonhoeffer The Musical which he has been writing over
several years (spoiler alert: this is close to hitting the big stage!). Second, Dr. L. Gregory Jones, Dean of the Divinity
School at Duke University (where we get our intern each summer), is our keynote speaker. He will connect with our
theme by sharing a reflection entitled “In Praise of an Unnamed Virtue.”
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. Reservations are required and seating is limited to 200. This event
usually fills up quickly, so please RSVP in the church office and let us know your entrée preference. You may also sign
up during the coffee hours on Sunday.
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Stratford Festival
Join Pastor Elbert Dulworth for a fun day trip to the Stratford Festival this summer. Prices include your ticket,
transportation, morning refreshments, and all taxes and fees. We will travel to Stratford via the comfortable
Endowment Express II. This year’s line-up includes:
Wednesday, June 5:
Tuesday, August 13:
Tuesday, September 10:
All three plays in the series:

Othello
Billy Elliott
Private Lives

$75
$125
$70
$270

We gather at the church at 8:00 a.m. for coffee and bagels, with departure at 8:30. We arrive in Stratford around noon,
allowing time for shopping and/or lunch on your own before the 2:00 performance. We return immediately following
the play, with a dinner stop in Port Huron, arriving back at the church between 9:00 and 9:30 p.m.
Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to sign
up. Payment confirms your reservation. Passport required.

Opportunity for Fellowship
Merry Mates….Leslie Pielack, Director of The Birmingham Museum, will be our speaker on Friday, April 12. It is the
museum’s mission to preserve and interpret Birmingham’s unique story, and the museum has recently earned an award
for excellence in community engagement. Come at 6:00 p.m. and enjoy dinner ($15) at 6:30 with this friendly and
welcoming group of all ages, couples and singles. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248364-4438) by early evening on April 7.

Opportunities for Service
Monthly Mission….Our next Monthly Mission is on Monday, April 15 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.,
when we cook and serve dinner at HOPE Adult Shelter in Pontiac. HOPE is Oakland County’s
only low-barrier overnight facility for homeless adults. Spots are still available! Please contact
Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org) to volunteer.
Appliances Needed….We are always collecting clean appliances in good working condition for families in need. You
may be downsizing or remodeling, and the residents of the Redford-Brightmoor neighborhood are living without
stoves, refrigerators, washers and dryers. There is also a great need for mattresses. Please contact Sharon Scripter
(248-439-6345) to arrange a pick up.
UMW Spring Rummage Sale Needs Your Donations! Quality used clothing,
household items and furniture are needed for the UMW Rummage Sale, April 28-May 3.
Please donate items in good working condition without rips, stains or chips. Visit the church
website for lists of items needed and those not accepted. Please safety pin or fold together
matching pair items (socks, gloves), box sets of dishes, glassware and silverware, and mark
sheet size. Contact Debbie Berg by April 22 to request pick up of large furniture and
oversized items (248-798-4898 or UMWrummagetruck@yahoo.com). To volunteer, call Lisa Lyon (248-763-8056) or
the church office.
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Happening This Week
Wednesday, March 27
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
7:40 a.m. Midweek Lent Worship
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. Gentle Hatha Mat Yoga—
Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
10:00 a.m. Jeremie Haiti
10:30 a.m. Esther Circle
11:00 a.m. Aware!
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Sisters
1:00 p.m. Blood Drive—Berkley
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032
6:30 p.m. UMW Scholarship Meeting
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, March 28
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out
4:15 p.m. Spark
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir
4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate
7:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women

Friday, March 29
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
11:00 a.m. Gentle Hatha Mat Yoga—
Berkley
Saturday, March 30
10:00 a.m. Centering Prayer: Silent
Saturdays

Wednesday, April 3
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:40 a.m. Midweek Lent Worship
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. StreeThreads Food Prep
9:00 a.m. Gentle Hatha Mat Yoga—
Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
11:00 a.m. Aware!
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, March 31
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
Thursday, April 4
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar
12:15 p.m. Lent Study with Pastor Suzanne 9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
Monday, April 1
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
Berkley
10:00 a.m. Canasta
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Mahjong
7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women
11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
Friday, April 5
1:00 p.m. Mexican Train
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
Tuesday, April 2
11:00 a.m. Gentle Hatha Mat Yoga—
6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men
Berkley
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study
9:30 a.m. Bridge
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
6:00 p.m. Gentle Hatha Mat Yoga—
Berkley
7:00 p.m. Movies That Matter
7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—
Berkley
7:15 p.m. Women’s Journey Group—
Berkley
7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball
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Fourth Sunday in Lent

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Mark 14:3-9

March 31, 2019

The Table
Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall

Sunday Worship

The Risks of Discipleship:
“Risking Rejection”
Rev. Elbert Dulworth

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Hymns
“See the Morning Sun Ascending”
“The First One Ever”
“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”

Solemnity and Celebration:
“Palms”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

John 12:12-19

Anthems
“Open My Eyes”
“God Has Called Us”
Chancel Choir
1589 W. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009

Shine Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center

248-646-1200 • fumcbirmingham.org
office@fumcbirmingham.org

John 12:1-8

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor

Risk:
“Risking Rejection”
Rev. Dan Hart

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor
Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors
John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15 and
11:00, and Rev. Suzanne Walls at 9:30 and at Shine.
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
and placed in honor and appreciation of our clergy.

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072
248-399-3698 • berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor

Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world.
Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision,
Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another
Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no
boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.

