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It’s Going to Be Alright 
“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we 

do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.”  

(I John 3:2, NRSV) 

Last Sunday, as we stepped into the Lenten season, one of the hymns we sang had the 

word “alleluia” in it. The doxology had several of them, as well. As I sang that word 

each time, I was reminded of how many Christian traditions include “burying the 

alleluia” during Lent. It’s actually an ancient practice to avoid using the word during 

Lent so that our “alleluias,” which mean “Praise the Lord,” might take on new 

meaning at Easter. In fact, in one church our children made a banner with the word 

“alleluia” on it that we put in a locked chest to symbolically bury the “alleluia” so that it might be raised with more joy 

and new life at Easter. When we raised up the banner at Easter, it was covered in butterflies; it had been transformed. 

At the same time, this season of Lent is forty days, not including the Sundays. In this way, the ancient church reminded 

one another that every Sunday, even in Lent, is like a little Easter. There is always hope, even as we journey through 

the difficult moments of life and faith. 

Last week, one of my best friends and colleagues in ministry passed away very unexpectedly. I was crushed. I had just 

spoken to him the week before. We served as district superintendents together. He had an amazing sense of humor 

that kept me in stitches. My broken spirit just wanted to hear his voice again. I remembered there was a YouTube 

video of him when he delivered the Dean’s report to the Detroit Annual Conference in 2013. I found it and listened to 

it once more. After his usual wisecracks that made everyone laugh, he said, “Outrageous hope will be my theme 

because I know it’s going to be alright. Do you know it’s going to be alright?” It was exactly the message I needed to 

hear then and even today. 

In our Lenten study, Entering the Passion of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine, the author continues to reflect on Jesus’ journey to 

the cross during Holy Week from a variety of perspectives. Each time she puts up a new lens, we see more of the 

story. Somehow, she helps us to see that the story works out alright in the end even though the journey is not always 

easy. 

This week, Levine leads us to follow Jesus into the temple where he has an exchange with some businessmen who 

work inside the gates. We’ll glance at the story from a variety of angles as we grasp the fullness of Jesus’ response as 

he takes yet another risk that causes us all to think about who we are and how we might respond from different 

perspectives in our faith journeys. This is the tension of our faith as we journey through this Lenten season, always 

filled with the hope of new life that is Easter. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

March 11: Martha Michel 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, known to be released from the hospital since 

Monday, March 4: Sharon Ulep 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Anita Barratt, and next week’s 

message is by Lisa Lyon. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered 

by our automated system. 

….that we will offer a brief early morning service of music, prayer, preaching and 

communion on Wednesdays during Lent. On March 20, Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin will lead 

the service beginning at 7:40 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

….that the deadline to apply for a College Scholarship from United Methodist Women of 

Birmingham First is Friday, March 15. The purpose of these scholarship funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing 

higher education while recognizing their involvement at Birmingham First and encouraging future church affiliation and 

participation. Applications are available in the church office and on the church website. 

….that Cass Community Social Services’ Annual Dinner is Saturday, March 16 at 6:00 p.m. at The Inn at St. 

John’s in Plymouth. Amy Lange from Fox 2 is the mistress of ceremonies. For tickets, call Sue Pethoud (313-883-2277 

ext. 203).  

….that Fair Trade coffee and chocolate will be available for purchase during the coffee hours on Sunday, March 17. 

….that Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, March 27 at 10:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor. Fran Green will give a talk 

about Mary Cassatt. Visitors are very welcome. 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on March 31. The cost is $60. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 

3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve the date. 

….that we will publish our Summer Program Guide in May to cover programs and events from June through Labor 

Day. If you are offering something new this summer and would like to have it included, now is the time to contact Lisa 

Wells (lwells@fumcbirmingham.org) to get it on the church calendar. Contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or 

office@fumcbirmingham.org) for details on including it in our Summer Program Guide. Deadline is March 29. 

 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/umw-college-scholarship-applications/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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“And Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought   

in the temple, and he overturned the tables…” (Matthew 11:15b-16) 

What if Jesus showed up at Birmingham First during the semi-annual United Methodist 

Women Rummage Sale? (The next sale is the week of April 28.) Would Jesus disrupt  

the sale? Would he send the racks of clothes set up in the CLC tumbling down like 

dominoes? How is the UMW Rummage Sale not incompatible with not just the words  

of the gospel but the very actions of Jesus? 

Join us this Sunday in Shine as we continue to use our Lenten worship to look at the 

pivotal events of Holy Week. As United Methodists, we affirm the authoritative nature 

of scripture. Serious Bible study that looks at language, context and history is essential 

to our way of doing theology; as are reason, tradition and experience. Come Sunday as 

we study the Bible and do theology together. We may even discover that Jesus’ righteous anger holds good news for us. 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Shine Contemporary Worship: What About the Rummage Sale? 

What does it look like to truly love our neighbors and share the love of Christ? Is there a  

one-size-fits-all approach, or something more nuanced, personal and contextual? Join us 

Thursday or Sunday at Berkley Frist as we explore these questions together. We’ll even feed 

you! Dinner is at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, and there’s a potluck brunch following Sunday morning 

worship. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Love Your Neighbor 

Your clergy team has been gathering information about the outcome of General 

Conference 2019. We have been prayerfully reflecting on the known outcomes 

and what they mean for us. There is much that remains unclear. We invite you 

to join us on Sunday, March 17 from 2:00-3:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center 

as we share the facts that we know and our concerns, hope and prayers for the 

church.  

If there are topics you would like us to address, please send an email to Janet 

Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org) with a subject line “March 17 topic.” Please do this before noon on March 14 so 

we will have time together as a clergy team to review your suggestion. 

Childcare will be available for parents attending the forum. So that we can make appropriate plans for childcare, we ask 

that parents intending to use this service email aogorman@fumcbirmingham.org with the number of children needing 

care and their ages. 

General Conference Forum 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:aogorman@fumcbirmingham.org


ROAR!!! Join us June 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. to noon for our Roar VBS! The epic African adventure engages the 

whole herd—from two year olds (must be two by December 2018) through 5th graders, and volunteers from middle 

school to adults. Current 5th graders also have the opportunity to join us as Jr. Crew Leaders. At Roar, kids explore 

God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them 

through this wild life. Kids will learn one memorable Bible point each  

day, which is reinforced often through Bible adventures, key Bible verses, 

songs, snacks and hands-on explorations that help children know that 

God is always, always good!  

To make Roar VBS a success, we need your help! Volunteers are critical to that success, and we will need more than 

120 volunteers from Crew Leaders and Room Directors to Station Leaders to Decorators and more! Please register 

kids and volunteers through the church website. If you have any questions, contact Megan Klapp (248-646-6407 ext. 

3124 or mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Register Now for VBS 

For over 500 years, the Vienna Boys Choir has been thrilling and delighting 

audiences all over the world. On Sunday, March 17, this legendary ensemble 

performs right here in the Birmingham First Sanctuary. This concert is a once-in-a- 

lifetime opportunity to see and hear this choir sing music ranging from the great 

Viennese masters to folk songs and show tunes. And as if this opportunity weren’t 

enough on its own, the concert is free! In celebration of the 20th Anniversary of 

Live@First, we are collecting donations at the door to benefit a different charity at 

each concert. The funds raised at this concert will benefit the Methodist Children’s 

Home Society. We look forward to seeing you at the concert. If you’d like 

information about how you can financially support the concert series, please visit 

the church website or contact the music office (music@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Live@First Presents Vienna Boys Choir 
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It’s Time for March Madness for Missions! Selection Sunday is March 17, so make sure to 

sign for a bracket or two for our annual March Madness for Missions fundraiser called 

“Nothing but Nets!” You could be the first person ever to complete a perfect bracket…or 

maybe just beat our reigning champ, Josh Rotger. In the end, everybody wins as your $10 entry 

donations go to fight malaria. Our goal is to raise $4,000 this year, and with your help, we can 

get there. Sign up during the coffee hours, drop your entry off in the church office, or email 

Todd Albery (toddalbery@gmail.com). Auto-pick and donation-only are also available.  

Do You Know UMCOR? UMCOR stands for United Methodist Committee on 

Relief and will be the focal point of a special offering on Sunday, March 24. When 

watching disaster unfold around the globe, many of us feel the call to help but are 

at a loss as to what we can actually do. UMCOR offers aid in Jesus’ name to those 

who suffer when tornadoes or tsunamis hit and when other tragic events occur. 

When the next crisis happens, UMCOR is prepared to respond. On March 24, our generosity covers the operating 

budget of UMCOR. This allows 100% of other donations received throughout the year to go directly to relief efforts. 

Opportunities for Service 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/vacation-bible-school-2/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/vacation-bible-school-2/
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/music/live-at-first/
mailto:music@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:toddalbery@gmail.com
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Happening This Week 

Wednesday, March 13 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

7:40 a.m. Midweek Lent Worship  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym 

6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Northern Tier  

6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Blue & Gold 

Banquet 

6:00 p.m. First Nurses 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parent Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, March 14 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: infants 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells  

6:00 p.m. Spark Family Dinner 

6:00 p.m. Compass/Generosity 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, March 15 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

Saturday, March 16 

9:00 a.m. Unite Basketball 

9:30 a.m. Beginning Karate 

10:00 a.m. Center Prayer: Silent Saturdays 

Sunday, March 17 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

 11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

11:00 a.m. Cherub Choir Program 

11:00 a.m. Potluck Brunch—Berkley 

12:15 p.m. Lent Study with Pastor Suzanne 

12:30 p.m. Sunday Social 

12:30 p.m. Teddy Bear Repair—Berkley 

2:00 p.m. General Conference Forum 

5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

7:00 p.m. Live@First Concert: Vienna 

Boys Choir 

7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

7:30 p.m. High School Bells 

Monday, March 18 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Grief with Grace 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Steeple Stock 

7:00 p.m. Hunger Ministry  

7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study 

Tuesday, March 19 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

9:45 a.m. COW Childcare 

10:00 a.m. WOW Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:00 p.m. GRIP/Teens and Tweens 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Church and Society Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:15 p.m. Women’s Journey Group—

Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. WOW at Night 

Wednesday, March 20 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

7:40 a.m. Midweek Lent Worship  

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym 

6:00 p.m. Trustees Tour 

6:00 p.m. Eagle Court of Honor 

Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Trustees 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 



The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15, Rev. 

Suzanne Walls at 9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and 

Rev. Dan Hart at Shine.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Ellison Overhardt in loving memory of her 

mother, Helen Overhardt. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Noah 

Trace Venettis, born March 6 to Nick and Whitney 

Venettis. Proud grandmother is Deb Venettis. 

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Dick 

Hameister by his children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed by Lon 

Bone in loving memory of his father, Howard Bone. 

Second Sunday in Lent                                            March 17, 2019 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Mark 11:15-19 

The Risks of Discipleship: 

“Risking Righteous Anger” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 

“Seek Ye First” 

“O Spirit of the Living God” 

Anthems 

“God’s Love is Alive in Us” - Disciple Choir 

“A Mountain Psalm” - Covenant Choir 

“Through the Walk of Life” - Celebration Ringers 

“Healing Rivers” - Chancel Choir  

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Mark 11:15-19 

“Risking Righteous Anger:  

What About the Rummage Sale?” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 
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2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 
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 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

 

The Table 
Thursdays: 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion  

in the Social Hall 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Matthew 22:34-40 

The Art of Neighboring: 

“Love Your Neighbor” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of 

Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, 

Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One 

Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example 

of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no 

boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A15-19&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A15-19&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.berkleyfirst.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A34-40&version=NRSV

