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The Risks of Discipleship

T

oday we begin our Lenten journey with our Ash Wednesday services. The
journey begins as we find ourselves in the ashes. Ashes remind us that we
have been made from the dust and the dirt of the earth. On this sacred day, the
Church returns to our beginnings to start a season that will lead us to Holy Week
and the cross of Good Friday. So we receive the ashes on our foreheads in the sign
of the cross.
One of my favorite bulletin bloopers that is out there in cyberspace somewhere is an
Ash Wednesday bulletin which reads, “Remember that you are butt dust and into
dust you shall return.” I always laugh because I could have seen myself making that mistake years ago when I served as
my own secretary at times. It’s always good to have someone proofread your work. On the other hand, there are
times in my life when I’ve read something I’ve worked on many times over and still missed something before
publication. Other eyes have checked it out and, even still, we’ve missed it together.
This Lenten season is an opportunity for us to enter into the dust, the place of our beginning, and discover renewal as
we follow Jesus to a Palm Sunday parade, a final meal, a Good Friday cross, and a stone cold tomb. Sometimes it’s a
rough road that leads to the joy of new life. There are plenty of risks along the way. Might we have the courage to face
them together, trusting God as we step towards new life.
I’m looking forward to seeing you this Lenten season as we discover together The Risks of Discipleship in the main
sanctuary at our Birmingham campus. The series will follow our Lenten study book, Entering the Passion of Jesus by
Amy-Jill Levine. This Sunday, we’ll begin with “Risking Reputation” as we hear anew the story of Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem.
Matthew 21:10-11 tells us, “When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The
crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’”
What turmoil surrounds the holy cities that we serve? What are the crowds saying about us? How will we enter the
city? What will happen when we get there?
Prayerfully yours,
Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor
The Risks of Discipleship
March 10: Risking Reputation (Matthew 21:1-11)
March 31: Risking Rejection (Mark 14:3-9)
March 17: Risking Righteous Anger (Mark 11:15-19)
April 7: Risking the Loss of Friends (Luke 22:14-27)
March 24: Risking Challenge (Matthew 22:15-22)
April 14: Risking Temptation (Mark 14:32-52)
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday,
March 5: Sharon Ulep
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, known to be released from the hospital since
Monday, February 25: Lynn Evans
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with:
….Jim and Liz Larson-Shidler and family on the death of his father, Dr. Robert Shidler, on March 3.
….John and Lori Boshnakian and family on the death of his mother, Rose Boshnakian, on February 28.
….Tim and Kim Stoner and family on the death of her mother, Sue Dempsey, on January 6.

Intercessory Prayer
The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord
during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered
prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events.
Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer
Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in
the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office.

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s
message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is
answered by our automated system.
….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets tonight (March 6) to discuss 100 Years of
Solitude by Gabriella Marquez. All are invited to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in the
Wesley Room #214.
….that Daylight Saving Time begins this weekend. Remember to “spring forward” and
set your clocks ahead one hour before going to bed on Saturday night so you don’t miss worship!
….that this Sunday, March 10, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a pastor. Share your joys and
concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time in prayer together. Prayer will take place in the
Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following the postlude after each worship service.
….that the Altar Flowers are available on March 31. The cost is $60. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext.
3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve the date.
….that Cathedral Directories is looking for advertisers in support of our annual member directory. If you are
interested in advertising this year or would like more information, please contact Tracy Harris at Cathedral Directories
(248-545-1415 ext. 123 or tharris@cathedraldirectories.com).
….that our First Nurses sponsor a Lions Club box for eyeglass and hearing aid donations. Your unneeded
equipment will help people in developing countries. The box is located outside the Sanctuary, across from the
Welcome Center.
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Children, Student and Family Ministries
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.
Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and
children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children
and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. The
next class for parents is Sunday, March 10 at 9:30 a.m. Baptisms will take place during
worship on March 17, April 28 and May 19. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext.
3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the class or to schedule a baptism.
UMW College Scholarships….It’s time to apply for a College Scholarship from United Methodist Women of
Birmingham First. The purpose of these scholarship funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education
while recognizing their involvement at Birmingham First and encouraging future church affiliation and participation.
Applications are available in the church office and online and must be submitted by March 15.

Employment Opportunities
Two Summer Internships Available….Attention college students! We are now accepting applications for two
summer internships. Both the Music Department and Children and Family Ministry are looking for a dedicated,
energetic student to support these thriving areas of the church. Full job descriptions and applications are available on
the church website and in the church office. Questions? Contact Sue Anderson Dale in our Human Resources office
(sdale@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160).

Opportunities for Fellowship
A Church-Wide Scavenger Hunt will be held on Friday, March 8 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Come and search for places
you never knew existed at Birmingham First! All ages may participate. Sign up in the church office.
Merry Mates meets on Friday, March 15. Ted Wanamaker will take us through the true and courageous story in “By
Honor Bound” of two Navy Seals who won the Congressional Medal of Honor for their valor during the Vietnam War.
Come at 6:00 p.m. and enjoy dinner ($15) at 6:30 p.m. with this friendly and welcoming group of all ages, singles and
couples. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening on March 10.

It’s Time to Update Your Information
Work has begun on the 2019 Church Directory, and we need your help to make sure your information is correct. If
you have moved, changed phone numbers, updated e-mail addresses, etc., please fill out a form to notify us of the
changes and whether we may publish them. New this year, you may “opt in” to receive text messages from the church.
This is also a great time to encourage your adult children to update their information. If you do not fill out a new form, we
will assume nothing has changed from 2018. Forms are available in the church office or by contacting Karen Porter
(kporter@fumcbirmingham.org). Updates may also be made through the online Member Portal.
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General Conference Forum
Your clergy team has been gathering information about the outcome of General Conference 2019. We have been
prayerfully reflecting on the known outcomes and what they mean for us. There is much that remains unclear. We
invite you to join us on Sunday, March 17 from 2:00-3:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center as we share the facts that
we know and our concerns, hope and prayers for the church.
If there are topics you would like us to address, please send an email to Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org)
with a subject line “March 17 topic.” Please do this before noon on March 14 so we will have time together as a clergy
team to review your suggestion.

Opportunities for Service
Hunger Sunday….March 10 is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in the
offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry, which benefits local food providers feeding
the hungry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering. For checks
and bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. Also, please visit the Home
Foods Table during the coffee hours for a home foods specialty provided by the Triads
fellowship group. All donations go toward local hunger relief.
Monthly Mission….We are still looking for volunteers as we head to Detroit on
Saturday, March 9 to work at the warehouse at Arts & Scraps. The mission of Arts &
Scraps is to use recycled industrial scraps to help people of all ages and abilities think,
create and learn. They provide quality educational and creative experiences to
underserved children in metro Detroit while minimizing the impact on the environment.
We will volunteer from 9:00 a.m. to noon, prepping materials (cutting, sorting, etc.),
making kits or organizing recyclables. For more information or to sign up, please contact
Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org).
It’s Time for March Madness for Missions! Selection Sunday is March 17, so make sure
to sign up to get a bracket or two for our annual March Madness for Missions fundraiser
called “Nothing but Nets!” You could be the first person ever to complete a perfect
bracket…or maybe just set your sites on beating our reigning champ, Josh Rotger. In the
end, everybody wins as your $10 entry donations go to fight malaria. Our goal is to raise
$4,000 this year, and with your help, we can get there. There are lots of ways to sign up:
stop by Fellowship Hall during the coffee hours, drop your entry off in the church office, or
email Todd Albery (toddalbery@gmail.com). Auto-pick and donation-only will again be
available.
UMW Spring Rummage Sale Needs Your Donations! Quality used clothing,
household items and furniture are needed for the UMW Rummage Sale, April 28-May 3.
Please donate items in good working condition without rips, stains or chips. Visit the
church website for lists of items needed and those not accepted. Please safety pin or fold
together matching pair items (socks, gloves), box sets of dishes, glassware and silverware,
and mark sheet size. Contact Debbie Berg by April 22 to request the pick up of large
furniture and oversized items (248-798-4898 or UMWrummagetruck@yahoo.com). To
volunteer, please call Lisa Lyon (248-763-8056) or the church office.
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Entering Lent
This week we will kick off our Lenten season together by talking about the risks that Jesus
took in the lead up to Easter. We will follow the themes of the church-wide Lenten study,
Entering the Passion of Jesus. This week we will talk about what it meant for Jesus to enter into
Jerusalem in a contentious context.
If you want to follow the book through this season, contact Pastor Lindsey or the church
office and they will be able to share many opportunities. Personally, I would love for you to be
part of the study that will happen on Wednesday nights starting March 13 at the Works’
house. Julie Work and I will be co-leading and would love to have you there. We will provide
childcare for any families also looking for a study with which to get involved. Let me know if
you are interested!
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Who Is My Neighbor?
We do a pretty good job of extending a loving welcome to all who gather at Berkley First.
Let’s take it to the next level and extend that welcome out into the neighborhood. Over the
next three weeks, we’ll look at The Art of Neighboring as we discuss how to know, love and
serve our neighbors. It all starts this Thursday and Sunday as we answer the question, “Who
is my neighbor?”
Pastor Zack Dunlap

Discover First
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class that will provide
you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next
steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. Associate clergy and ministry leaders will
also attend. The session will be relaxed and informative as you learn more about
the United Methodist Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of
the session there will be a short joining ceremony for those who decide to
become members. Two Discover First sessions are scheduled:
Sunday, March 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Birmingham First
–or–
Tuesday, March 12 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Berkley First
We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! Contact Mary
Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) for more details.
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Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6
Ash Wednesday Worship is offered at 7:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m. to help prepare your heart and mind for Lent. Each 30-minute service
is open to anyone who would like to attend and includes hymns, a meditation by
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, and the opportunity for imposition of ashes. Childcare for
children 4 years and under is offered in the nursery for the 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.
services.
Empty Bowls Soup and Cereal Supper is offered on Ash Wednesday from 5:00-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. You
know the soup and bread will be delicious, and this year we are adding cereal to make the event more family friendly.
We will have gluten-free cereal options and an alternative to dairy milk. We do our best to get information from the
restaurants to know if soups are dairy free, gluten free, vegan or vegetarian. Child cereal ticket is $5. Adult soup ticket
is $10. Family ticket for soup and cereal is $25. Tickets are available at the door. We still need volunteers! If you can
help during the event, just show up in the kitchen and we will give you a task.
Midweek Communion Services Begin March 13….Join us on Wednesdays during Lent for an brief early morning
service of music, prayer, preaching and communion. On March 13, Pastor Suzanne Walls will lead the service beginning
at 7:40 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Lent Book Study
You are invited to join Birmingham and Berkley First this Lenten season as we study and
learn together in small groups and during worship on Sunday morning. Study groups are
offered almost every day of the week, daytime and evening, including a new group led
by Pastor Suzanne Walls on Sundays from 12:15-1:30 p.m. beginning March 10. For a
complete list of study groups, come to the church office or see the church website. To
join a small group, contact Pastor Lindsey Hall (lhall@fumcbirmingham.org) or sign up
in the church office.
Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with anticipation,
danger, and the potential for great loss or great reward. In Entering the Passion of Jesus: A
Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, professor and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine
explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the text
raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader and how we all face risk in our
Christian experience. Entering the Passion of Jesus provides a rich and challenging learning experience for small groups
and individual readers alike.
Books ($12) are available in the Circuit Rider Bookstore and in the church office.
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Happening This Week
Wednesday, March 6
Ash Wednesday
7:00 a.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
10:00 a.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
5:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
10:30 a.m. UMW Brunch
12:00 p.m. Aware!
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
5:00 p.m. Empty Bowls Soup and Cereal
Supper
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, March 7
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
11:00 a.m. Prelude: infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out
4:15 p.m. Spark
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir
4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate
7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women
Friday, March 8
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Mat Pilates
Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
Preschool Sweetheart Dance
Scavenger Hunt
Finale

Saturday, March 9
9:00 a.m. Unite Basketball
10:00 a.m. Center Prayer: Silent Saturdays
Sunday, March 10
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
8:30 a.m. Hospitality Training—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
9:30 a.m. Confirmation
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
9:30 a.m. Baptism Class
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
10:30 a.m. College Care Packet Assembly
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade
11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar
11:15 a.m. Sharing Our Stories
12:15 p.m. Lent Study with Pastor Suzanne
5:00 p.m. Discover First
5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group
5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells
5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir
6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir
7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
7:30 p.m. High School Bells

Tuesday, March 12
6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study
9:30 a.m. Bridge
9:45 a.m. COW Childcare
10:00 a.m. WOW Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
11:30 a.m. WOW Coffee
12:00 p.m. GRIP/Teens and Tweens
1:00 p.m. Women at One
6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Pack 1082—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Discover First—Berkley
7:00 p.m. Faith Formation Ministry
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee
7:00 p.m. Missions Ministry
7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—
Berkley
7:15 p.m. Women’s Journey Group—
Berkley
7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball
7:30 p.m. WOW at Night

Wednesday, March 13
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
7:40 a.m. Midweek Lent Worship
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
Monday, March 11
11:00 a.m. Aware!
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
12:30 p.m. Sisters
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
10:00 a.m. Canasta
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
11:00 a.m. Mahjong
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Northern Tier
11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College 6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Blue & Gold
Banquet
1:00 p.m. Mexican Train
6:00
p.m.
First Nurses
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
7:00
p.m.
Boy Scout Troop 1032
5:30 p.m. Women’s Fellowship—Berkley
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parent Meeting
6:30 p.m. Singing Bowls—Berkley
7:00 p.m. Hospitality/Connecting Ministry 7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
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First Sunday in Lent

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Matthew 21:1-11

March 10, 2019

The Table
Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall

Sunday Worship

The Risks of Discipleship:
“Risking Reputation”
Rev. Elbert Dulworth

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Hymns
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”
“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”
“Lift High the Cross”

The Art of Neighboring:
“Who Is My Neighbor?”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Anthems
“My Prayer” - Sonshine Choir
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” - IXOYC Choir
“Clear Our Hearts, O God” - Chancel Choir

1589 W. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009

Shine Contemporary Worship

248-646-1200 • fumcbirmingham.org
office@fumcbirmingham.org

11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center

Luke 10:25-29

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor

Matthew 21:1-11

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor

Risk:
“Risking Reputation”
Rev. Dan Hart

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15, Rev.
Suzanne Walls at 9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at Shine.

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
and placed by Ruth Littleton and family in loving memory
of A. B. Littleton.

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072

248-399-3698 • berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor

The Missions Candle is lit by his family in loving
memory of Harold Stanton.
Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world.
Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision,
Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another
Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no
boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.

