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We Still Welcome All
As I begin to write to you this week, the special called session of the General
Conference is still meeting though it will have concluded by the time you read this.
While I don’t know for certain what the final decisions will be or what subsequent
Judicial Council rulings may follow, what I do know is that these past couple of days
have been difficult for many of us and for the ones that we love. It has been painful
to watch the deep division of our global church.
The apostle Paul once wrote to a divided church in Corinth, reminding them who
they are saying, “Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many...
The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the
feet, ‘I have no need of you.’” (I Corinthians 12:14, 21, NRSV)
Whatever the General Conference may say, I remain convinced now more than ever that we need one another at
Birmingham and Berkley First. Time and time again, I have heard staff and church leaders in this place say that “We are
stronger together than we are divided.”
To the many who are feeling hurt and wondering where their place is in the global church, I want you to know first and
foremost that God loves you and that you are a beautiful child of God. There is a place for you at Birmingham and
Berkley First where we embrace our core value to welcome all. At our Birmingham Campus, we continue to proclaim
that “Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries of age, race, gender,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.” At our Berkley Campus, we say it this way: “We’re
creating a space where all are welcome at the table of God’s grace. Whether you’re a Republican or a Democrat,
white or black, Asian or Hispanic, rich or poor, LGBTQIA or straight, a hunter or a vegan, you are welcome here. We
love pulling up more seats around God’s ever-expanding table.” You’re an important part of the body of Christ.
I invite you to join me on Wednesday, February 27 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for an open time of prayer at our Birmingham
Campus. Several of our pastors will be present to listen to you and to pray with you during this time should you need
us. As your pastors, we remain committed to providing spiritual care in these days.
On Sunday, I will be sharing some more words and thoughts with you as a congregation during worship in the main
sanctuary at our Birmingham Campus. We will also welcome the Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale, a Professor of Evangelism at
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. We will conclude our worship services with communion. As always, Jesus’
table remains open to all.
Prayerfully yours,
Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday,
February 25: Lynn Evans
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,
February 18: Robyn Campagne, Ed Selwocki
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Janet Foell and family on the death of her husband,
Howard, on February 13. A private memorial service will be held in April.
Intercepted Note of Thanks….Words seem so inadequate… I am so appreciative of all the ways all of you have
loved and cared for me and our family during this time of sadness following Herb’s death. I am, and always will be,
grateful for my extraordinary church family. —Joan Duncan

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “The
Greatest is Love,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248-646-6407
and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system.
….that a Church-Wide Scavenger Hunt will be held on Friday, March 8 beginning at 7:00
p.m. Come and search for places you never knew existed at Birmingham First! All ages may
participate. Sign up in the church office.
….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets on Wednesday, March 6 to discuss 100
Years of Solitude by Gabriella Marquez. All are invited to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214.
….that the Altar Flowers are available on March 24 and 31. The cost is $60. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-6466407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve a date.
….that Merry Mates meets on Friday, March 15. Ted Wanamaker will take us through the true and courageous story
in “By Honor Bound” of two Navy Seals who won the Congressional Medal of Honor for their valor during the
Vietnam War. Come at 6:00 p.m. and enjoy dinner ($15) at 6:30 p.m. with this friendly and welcoming group of all ages,
singles and couples. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening
on March 10.
….that work has begun on the 2019 Church Directory, and we need your help to make sure your information is
correct. If you have moved, changed phone numbers, updated e-mail addresses, etc., please fill out a form to notify us
of the changes and whether we may publish them. New this year, you may “opt in” to receive text messages from the
church. This is also a great time to encourage your adult children to update their information. If you do not fill out a new
form, we will assume nothing has changed from 2018. Forms are available in the church office or by contacting Karen
Porter (kporter@fumcbirmingham.org). Updates may also be made through the online Member Portal.
….that Cathedral Directories is looking for advertisers in support of our annual member directory. If you are
interested in advertising this year or would like more information, please contact Tracy Harris at Cathedral Directories
(248-545-1415 ext. 123 or tharris@cathedraldirectories.com).
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Children, Student and Family Ministries
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.
College Care Packets….We will send our final college care packet for this school year on March 10. If your student
has moved since the fall when addresses were submitted, please send the update by March 4 to Mackenzie Hibbard
(mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org). If the student has not moved, no action is required. If you would like to participate
in this ministry, please contact Sue Smith (sue.smith@beachcom.net).
Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and
children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children
and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. The
next class for parents is Sunday, March 10 at 9:30 a.m. Baptisms will take place during
worship on March 17, April 28 and May 19. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext.
3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the class or to schedule a baptism.
UMW College Scholarships….It’s time to apply for a College Scholarship from United Methodist Women of
Birmingham First. The purpose of these scholarship funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education
while recognizing their involvement at Birmingham First and encouraging future church affiliation and participation.
Applications are available in the church office and online and must be submitted by March 15.

Employment Opportunities
Two Summer Internships Available….Attention college students! We are now accepting applications for two
summer internships. Both the Music Department and Children and Family Ministry are looking for a dedicated,
energetic student to support these thriving areas of the church. Full job descriptions and applications are available on
the church website and in the church office. Questions? Contact Sue Anderson Dale in our Human Resources office
(sdale@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160).

Opportunities for Service
Appliances Needed….We are always collecting clean appliances in good working condition for families in need. You
may be downsizing or remodeling, and the residents of the Redford-Brightmoor neighborhood are living without
stoves, refrigerators, washers and dryers. There is also a great need for mattresses. Please contact Sharon Scripter
(248-439-6345) to arrange a pick up.
Spring Cleaning = UMW Rummage Sale Donations! This is an excellent time to
clean closets and start your donation pile for the UMW Rummage Sale, April 28-May 3.
The Sale’s success depends on donation of quality used clothing, household items and
furniture. Please donate items in good working condition without rips, stains or chips. Visit
the church website for lists of items needed and those not accepted. Please safety pin or
fold together matching pair items (socks, gloves) and mark sheet size. Contact Debbie Berg
by April 22 to request the pick up of large furniture and oversized items (248-798-4898 or
UMWrummagetruck@yahoo.com). To volunteer, please call Lisa Lyon (248-763-8056) or the church office.
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Discover First
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class that will provide
you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next
steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. Associate clergy and ministry leaders will
also attend. The session will be relaxed and informative as you learn more about
the United Methodist Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of
the session there will be a short joining ceremony for those who decide to
become members. Two Discover First sessions are scheduled:
Sunday, March 10 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Birmingham First
–or–
Tuesday, March 12 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Berkley First
We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! Contact Mary
Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) for more details.

New Members
We hope you will give a big welcome to each one!

November 2018

Paul & Melissa Behrens

Drew & Nicole Parker

January 2019

Josh & Becky Casto

Ryan & Maddy Deegan

Adam Laird

Kelly Laird

Ekanem Oyovbaire

Michael & Hannah Reinke
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Sharing the Table
This week in Shine we will hear from Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale, a professor at Garrett ETS in
Evanston. I had Dr. Teasdale for an Evangelism class. I am so grateful that he is willing to come
and share his knowledge and experience with us this Sunday.
This Sunday we will also briefly address the Special General Conference and some of the
outcomes so far. Just as importantly, we will share prayer and communion together as usual.
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Holy Living and Holy Dying
This week at Berkley First, we wrap up our Roots of a Movement series by taking a look at
early Methodist views on holy living, examining John Wesley’s life well lived, and pointing
towards an exciting future for the people called Methodists.
At the time of this writing, I do not yet know what decisions will have been made by General
Conference, but I do know that—whatever the decision of lack thereof—God has good work
for us to do.
Pastor Zack Dunlap

Inviting People Into God’s Goodness
You are invited to join Professor Mark Teasdale from Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Chicago for a half-day workshop at Birmingham First on Saturday, March 2
from 8:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The focus of the day will be: How has God impacted your
life and how might you share God’s goodness with others?
Inviting people into God’s goodness and experiencing God’s grace go hand-in-hand with
each other. We invite with the hope that people will experience God’s grace. Without a
clear ability to articulate what we mean by grace, we are aimless in our invitation efforts.
We cannot talk about our faith individually or equip people to go deeper in their faith as
a congregation because we do not know how to define the goodness that we want them
to experience.
During our time together, Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale will help us clarify what we believe
God’s grace is and then how to extend invitations. In doing this, we will find ways that we can be more comfortable
sharing our faith individually and be more effective, drawing people deeper into God’s grace as a congregation.
Free childcare is available for children ages 4 and under. Email aogorman@fumcbirmingham.org for childcare by
February 26.
Register for the workshop online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/invite, in the church office, or during the Sunday coffee
hours.
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Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6
Pretzel Invitations….As Lent approaches, we have bags of pretzels for you to use to invite friends and family to Ash
Wednesday services, our Lent book study, and Empty Bowls soup and cereal supper. Pretzels have a long tradition of
being a Lenten food. The shape of the pretzel recalls a common prayer position with arms folded across your chest and
hands resting on the shoulders. This reminds us that Lent is a period of prayer and inner reflection. Be sure
to grab a bag of pretzels as an easy way to include others.
Ash Wednesday Worship is offered at 7:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m. to help prepare your heart and mind for Lent. Each 30-minute service
is open to anyone who would like to attend and includes hymns, a meditation by
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, and the opportunity for imposition of ashes. Childcare for
children 4 years and under is offered in the nursery for the 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.
services. Childcare reservations appreciated with Amanda O’Gorman
(aogorman@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3141).
UMW Ash Wednesday Brunch….All women are welcome to attend the UMW Ash Wednesday Brunch following
the 10:00 a.m. worship service. Reservations are required; please sign up during the coffee hours or in the church office.
Empty Bowls Soup and Cereal Supper is offered on Ash Wednesday from 5:00-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. You
know the soup and bread will be delicious, and this year we are adding cereal to make the event more family friendly.
We will have gluten-free cereal options and an alternative to dairy milk. We do our best to get information from the
restaurants to know if soups are dairy free, gluten free, vegan or vegetarian. Child cereal ticket is $5. Adult soup ticket
is $10. Family ticket for soup and cereal is $25. Tickets are available during the Sunday coffee hours, in the church
office, on the church website, and at the door. We need your help! If you can help during the event, please sign up
through our SignUp Genius link. Questions? Contact Janine Friend, Hunger Ministry chair (jfriend9966@aol.com or
248-770-8162).

Lent Book Study
You are invited to join Birmingham and Berkley First this Lenten season as we study
and learn together in small groups and during worship on Sunday morning.
Jesus’ final days were full of risk. Every move he made was filled with anticipation,
danger, and the potential for great loss or great reward. In Entering the Passion of Jesus:
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week, author, professor and biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine
explores the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. She shows us how the text
raises ethical and spiritual questions for the reader and how we all face risk in our
Christian experience. Entering the Passion of Jesus provides a rich and challenging
learning experience for small groups and individual readers alike.
Study groups are offered almost every day of the week, daytime and evening, including
a new group led by Pastor Suzanne Walls on Sundays from 12:15-1:30 p.m. beginning
March 10. For a complete list of study groups, come to the church office or see the
church website. To join a small group, contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org)
or sign up in the church office.
Books ($12) are available in the Circuit Rider Bookstore and in the church office.
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Happening This Week
Wednesday, February 27
Pictorial Directory Photo Day
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
10:00 a.m. Jeremie Haiti Meeting
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Sisters
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
4:00 p.m. Impact 100
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
6:30 p.m. Open Time of Prayer
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout PLC Meeting
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, February 28
Pictorial Directory Photo Day
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
11:00 a.m. Prelude: infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out
4:15 p.m. Spark
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir
4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate
7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women
Friday, March 1
Pictorial Directory Photo Day
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—
Berkley
Saturday, March 2
Pictorial Directory Photo Day
8:00 a.m. Craft and Crop—Berkley
8:15 a.m. Inviting People into God’s
Goodness
9:00 a.m. Unite Basketball
9:30 a.m. Beginning Karate
Sunday, March 3
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
9:30 a.m. Confirmation
9:30 a.m. Confirmation Mentor Group
9:30 a.m. Coffee, Conversation and
Connection
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade
11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar
11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer
5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group
5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells
5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir
6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir
7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
7:30 p.m. High School Bells
Monday, March 4
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
10:00 a.m. Canasta
11:00 a.m. Mahjong
11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College
1:00 p.m. Mexican Train
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
7:00 p.m. SPRC
7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Desert Sisters

Tuesday, March 5
6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study
9:30 a.m. Bridge
9:45 a.m. COW Childcare
10:00 a.m. WOW Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays
6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—
Berkley
7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—
Berkley
7:00 p.m. Preschool Committee
7:00 p.m. Women’s Lent Study
Group—Berkley
7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball
7:30 p.m. WOW at Night
7:30 p.m. GRIP 2.0
Wednesday, March 6
Ash Wednesday
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:00 a.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
10:00 a.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
10:30 a.m. UMW Brunch
11:00 a.m. Aware!
12:30 p.m. Sisters
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Mahjong
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
5:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
5:00 p.m. Empty Bowls Soup and Cereal
Supper
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
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Communion Sunday

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Luke 9:28-43a
“Sleepy, Terrified, Silent”
Rev. Dr. Mark R. Teasdale
Hymns
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky”
“Be Thou My Vision”

March 3, 2019

The Table
Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Matthew 5:17-20, 46-48
Roots of a Movement:
“Holy Living and Holy Dying”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Anthems
“Bless You!” - Cherub Choir
“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed” - Genesis Choir
“The Lord is My Light” - Covenant Choir
“God Has Work for Us to Do” - Chancel Choir

1589 W. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009

Shine Contemporary Worship

248-646-1200 • fumcbirmingham.org
office@fumcbirmingham.org

11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor

Luke 9:28-43a

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor

“Sleepy, Terrified, Silent”
Rev. Dr. Mark R. Teasdale

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors

The Liturgists are Rev. Elbert Dulworth in the
Sanctuary, Rev. Dan Hart at Shine, and Rev. Suzanne
Walls at Berkley.
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
and placed in loving memory of Bob Falberg by Carrol
Falberg, sons Bruce and Bob, and daughter Jan Van
Maanen.

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072

248-399-3698 • berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor

Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world.
Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision,
Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another
Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no
boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.

