Volume 78, Issue 6

February 6, 2019

Uncertainty

T

his week we begin a new sermon series in our Birmingham sanctuary. Over the
next three Sundays, we will look at the limits of what we can know and
understand with certainty and consider what this means for how we live faithfully day by
day. The title of the sermon series is Uncertainty.
We seem to live in a time when those claiming certainty speak with the loudest voices.
Whether you watch Fox News or MSNBC, on either end of the political spectrum, little
seems uncertain or ambiguous. There is a rush to judgment. Something is this or that.
Period. End of discussion.
Our sanctuary sermon this Sunday will be based on Isaiah 6:1-4, the prophet Isaiah’s vision
of God, and I Corinthians 13:8-13. Both passages suggest that our understanding of who
God is may be limited. As I read these two passages, I am reminded that God is God, and I
am human. Perhaps uncertainty is not a sign of weakness or faithlessness, but an expression of faith. And maybe, in such
faith we can discover the humility that makes conversation and community possible.
The passage from Corinthians is the last portion of a series of verses often read at weddings. What might Paul’s confession
about the limits of what can be known, his acknowledgement that we see in a mirror dimly, suggest to us about love? Are
loving relationships based on a complete knowledge of the other? Is there a relationship between uncertainty and love?
They are questions worthy of a sermon on the Sunday before Valentine’s Day.
Thomas Merton, an American Trappist monk, writer, theologian, mystic and poet, wrote a prayer that I find myself turning
to in times of uncertainty. I share it with you:
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it
will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am
actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all
that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead
me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I trust you always, though I may seem to be
lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils
alone. Amen.
Our sermon title for Sunday is “Facing Uncertainty…with Humility and Love.” I look forward to worshipping with you in
the Birmingham sanctuary this Sunday.
Blessings,
Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday,
February 4: Lisa Kern, Fred Vici
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday,
January 28: Dorothy Apsey

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s
message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is
answered by our automated system.
….that Christian Classic Book Club meets tonight (Wednesday, February 6) to discuss
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey. All are invited to join the discussion at 7:00
p.m. in the Wesley Room #214.
….that this Sunday, February 10, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a
pastor. Share your joys and concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time in prayer together. Prayer
will take place in the Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following the postlude after each worship service.
….that it’s time to apply for a College Scholarship from United Methodist Women of Birmingham First. The
purpose of these scholarship funds is to assist Christian students in pursuing higher education while recognizing their
involvement at Birmingham First and encouraging future church affiliation and participation. Applications are available in
the church office and online and must be submitted by March 15.

Pictorial Directory
It’s time to sign up to have your photo taken for our new Pictorial Directory!
Pictures will be taken at the Berkley Campus on February 8-9. To sign up for
these dates, go to www.berkleyfirst.org. Pictures will also be taken at the
Birmingham Campus on February 13-16, February 20-23 and February 27March 1. To sign up, go to www.fumcbirmingham.org.

If you cannot make it to Birmingham or Berkley to have your picture taken,
you can look for another location near you. Call Lifetouch Customer Service
(866-756-0281) and they will find a date and time near you where they are taking pictures. Our account number is
318939. The deadline for having your picture taken is March 15. The background should be “Stone.” After you have
your picture taken, call Lifetouch again to give them your session number from your receipt.
If you have any questions, please contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) or Karen Plants (ext. 3146).
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The Realities of Sexual Assault on Campus
On Friday, February 8 from 7:00–8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, the Church and
Society Ministry, in partnership with Wayne State University’s Division of
Academic Affairs, will present The Realities of Sexual Assault on Campus, an
informational program on the scope and nature of sexual assaults on students
attending our colleges and universities. The program will explore the
magnitude of the problem (e.g. 1 in 5 women are sexually assaulted while
attending college!), the behaviors and circumstances that put a student at
greater risk of assault, the myths of sexual assault, what constitutes consent to engage in sexual activity, a guide to
“bystander intervention,” the victim complaint process, the extent of unreported assaults, victim support systems, and
the potentially devastating and continuing trauma suffered by assault victims.
The program will include a presentation and small group exercises. Our featured speaker is Ms. Laina Wirgau. Ms.
Wirgau currently works at Wayne State University as a University Counselor and Outreach Coordinator. She
previously served as a Sexual Assault Therapist at Michigan State University, working with survivors of unwanted sexual
experiences. The content of this program is targeted to high school and college-aged youth, parents and other adult
family members who support young people currently in college or soon to attend. If you have any questions about this
program, please contact Frank Driscoll (248-666-5021 or frank.driscoll@mellc.co).

Praying Our Way Forward
The United Methodist Church will gather from February 23-26 for a special General
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri, to find a Way Forward on issues surrounding human
sexuality and how to strengthen the unity of the church. Birmingham and Berkley First will
hold a time of prayer and reflection on Thursday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Birmingham Campus to pray that God will help us to fulfill the mission of the church and
pray that we may be one in Christ. Join your pastors in knowing that in prayer, we can be
one in Christ.

Bowen Family Systems
Often people feel distant or disconnected from their families, but this is more feeling than fact.
Families so profoundly affect their members’ thoughts, feelings, and actions that it often seems
as if people are living under the same ‘emotional skin.’ People solicit each other’s attention,
approval, and support and react to each other’s needs, expectations, and upsets. The
connectedness and reactivity make the functioning of family members interdependent. A change
in one person’s functioning is predictably followed by reciprocal changes in the functioning of
others. —extract from thebowencenter.org/theory
On Sunday, February 24 from 5:30-7:30 p.m., we welcome, Mark Phelps, Executive Director of the Samaritan
Counseling Center, who will discuss the principles of the Bowen Family Systems Theory. In this discussion, you’ll learn
the eight principles of Bowen Theory and how they are at work in your family, in society, and in your life. You’ll also
learn how to use knowledge of Bowen Theory to live a more peaceful and productive personal life. A light meal will be
offered. Reservations appreciated but not required. For more information, please call Sue Anderson Dale (248-6466407 ext. 3160).
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Opportunities for Fellowship
All-Church Game Night….
It’s been a little busy, all we do is run.
It’s time for us to take a break and have a little fun!
Take your phones and tablets and put them out of sight,
and get ready for some big surprises because Friday, February 8, is Game Night!
Meet us in the CLC from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Bring a snack to share and we’ll provide the
beverages. Please RSVP in the church office or on the church website.

Mixed Doubles Games Night….Mixed Doubles social group is aimed at singles and couples in the 50-75 age range,
but all are welcome to join us on Saturday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m. for our annual Games Night with games like Trivial
Pursuit, Scattergories, etc. The emphasis is on fun, not on winning. RSVP to Margaret Suter (248-644-5925) by
February 7. For more information about Mixed Doubles, contact Rich Teets (248-646-7238).
Merry Mates….Our speaker is Kevin Adkisson, Cranbrook’s Collections Fellow who assists with preservation,
interpretation and programming across the many buildings and treasures that are there. He has his BA in Architecture
from Yale and a long history of work experience in the arts. Come on Friday, February 15 at 6:00 p.m. and enjoy
dinner ($15) at 6:30 with this friendly and welcoming group of all ages, singles and couples. RSVP to Sharon and Bob
Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening on February 10.

Inviting People Into God’s Goodness
You are invited to join Professor Mark Teasdale from Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Chicago for a half-day workshop at Birmingham First on Saturday, March 2
from 8:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The focus of the day will be: How has God impacted your
life and how might you share God’s goodness with others?
We try so hard. We put on big events to attract people. We advertise. We offer
specialized programs to reach specific audiences. We try to be friendly when people
show up. We individually invite people to join us at church. And, in the end, we know it
is just a simple matter of relating to people in an authentic way that shows our faith in a
real and simple way. Yet, for all this, inviting people into God’s goodness remains
maddeningly elusive and ineffectual for many of our congregations. Why?

Inviting people into God’s goodness and experiencing God’s grace go hand-in-hand with
each other. We invite with the hope that people will experience God’s grace. Without a clear ability to articulate what
we mean by grace, we are aimless in our invitation efforts. We cannot talk about our faith individually or equip people
to go deeper in their faith as a congregation because we do not know how to define the goodness that we want them
to experience.
During our time together, Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale will help us clarify what we believe God’s grace is and then how to
extend invitations. In doing this, we will find ways that we can be more comfortable sharing our faith individually and be
more effective, drawing people deeper into God’s grace as a congregation.
Register for the workshop online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/invite, in the church office, or during the Sunday coffee
hours. Free childcare for ages 4 and under; RSVP to aogorman@fumcbirmingham.org. Please register for the workshop
and child care by February 26.
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Singing Our Theology
This week we continue our series on The Tie That Binds by looking at the way that music has
connected us throughout time. We find meter and perspective throughout the Psalms, and
hear the theology of God articulated throughout the Bible. In our early United Methodist
history, we learned that same theology as it was put into song with familiar tunes for the time.
Now we continue to find ways to praise Christ and learn about God through our songs—old,
new and renewed. Music binds us together and helps us to share our praise of God in a unique
and meaningful way.
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Crisis of Faith
In Roots of a Movement over the next four weeks, we will explore the fires that fueled the
birth of Methodism. It starts this week with a look at John Wesley’s upbringing, his failed
mission to Georgia, and his strange heart-warming experience at Aldersgate. Join us at
Berkley on Thursday night or Sunday morning as we discover fuel for what God is continuing
to do today!
Pastor Zack Dunlap

Live@First Presents Time Out
In celebration of our 20th Anniversary Season of Live@First, we are
throwing the doors wide open and inviting all to attend our concerts
for free! We’re celebrating with a little something for everyone, from
fresh Michigan bands to the 500-year-old Vienna Boys Choir, from
legendary Detroit artist Alvin Waddles to our own Scott Wilkinson with his newly-composed, Broadway-bound
musical. To top it off, we’re giving thanks for 20 outstanding years by giving back. Instead of selling tickets, we’re taking
a donation at the door and giving away the proceeds to some of Birmingham First’s local missions!
First up is an intimate night of songs and stories with members of two of Michigan’s hottest bands, The Accidentals
and The Crane Wives. Presenting a program called Time Out, these singer/songwriters, described by NPR as “some of
the most compelling songwriters of our time,” share their stories, their songs, and their hopes. Join us on Saturday,
February 16 at 7:00 p.m. to kick off our 20th Anniversary Season. Donations from this concert will benefit the Ruth
Ellis Center.
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Hunger Sunday
Hunger Ministry’s Home Foods Table will be in Fellowship Hall this Sunday, February
10, with delicious homemade goodies provided by the Chancel Choir. Pick up a treat for
yourself or that special someone for Valentine’s Day. All donations go to feed the hungry, so
please drop by and take a special treat home with you.
All Loose Change in the offering this Sunday is also designated for hunger relief. Please
bring your loose change to add to the Hunger offering. For checks and bills, use an offering
envelope and mark the Hunger line. Our Hunger Ministry disperses funds to help local food
providers feed those who are hungry in our community. Every little bit helps; thank you for your support.

Opportunities for Service
Our February Monthly Mission is on Saturday, February 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
We will be supporting Hope Against Trafficking, an organization that provides housing and
support for female victims of sex trafficking. We will do light construction/renovation work
on a house they own in Pontiac. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Carrie
Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org).
Calling Seamstresses! First Nurses are in need of a few people with serger machines to help with a sewing project
for Days for Girls International. Please contact Buff Cummings (buff.cummings@gmail.com). Weekly tasks take about
one hour, at home on your own schedule.
StreeThreads….It’s time once again for StreeThreads to take food, clothing and toiletries to Central UMC for those
who are hungry and homeless in the inner city. We will be going on Monday, February 18, and if you would like to
contribute by donating new socks, tee shirts, underwear or toiletries (including toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant,
razors, shaving cream, etc.), please place items in the StreeThreads bins at the main entrance and in the CLC. Also, if
you’d like to help prepare and/or serve food, we’d welcome that, too! Please contact Jim and Merry Beth Valiquett
(jvaliquett@comcast.net, mbvaliquett@aol.com) or Sue Walters (ssuewalters@hotmail.com). P.S. To the person who
donated the large bag of wonderful warm knit hats, thank you, thank you!
The Haiti Mission Team travels to Haiti in early March to do school and orphanage renovations and conduct
mobile medical/dental clinics in underserved villages. The team welcomes any donations of vitamins (no gummies,
please) and old cell phones. Hold the empty prescription bottles for now; we have plenty. Thank you!

Volunteers Needed! Contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142 or mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org) for
more information.





Sunday Morning Greeters for Traditional and Shine services
Sunday Morning Ushers for Traditional and Shine services
Volunteers to assist in planning and carrying out all-church events
Volunteers to assist in planning and carrying out all-church outreach events

Serve Communion….Would you like to help serve communion during worship as your schedule allows? Join our
communion team! You will be contacted each month to see if you are available to serve on the first Sunday. We could
use more servers at each of our services, so you can volunteer for the time you are typically in worship. Instructions
and much appreciation provided. Contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for
more information or to sign up.
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Happening This Week
Wednesday, February 6
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
12:30 p.m. Sisters
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Mahjong
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club
7:00 p.m. Technology Committee
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, February 7
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
11:00 a.m. Prelude: infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out
4:15 p.m. Spark
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir
4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley
7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women
Friday, February 8
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Game Night
The Realities of Sexual Assault
on Campus

Saturday, February 9
9:00 a.m. Unite 3 on 3 Basketball
Sunday, February 10
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
9:30 a.m. Confirmation
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade
11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar
11:15 a.m. Sharing Our Stories—Berkley
11:30 a.m. Pizza with the Pastor—Berkley
12:30 p.m. Sunday Social
2:00 p.m. Family Movies—Berkley
5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group
5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells
5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir
6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir
6:30 p.m. Unafraid Book Study
7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group
7:30 p.m. High School Bells
Monday, February 11
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
10:00 a.m. Canasta
11:00 a.m. Mahjong
11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 life
12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College
1:00 p.m. Mexican Train
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
5:15 p.m. Chamber Packet Packing Day—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Desert Sisters Retreat Info
Meeting
7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Administrative Council

Tuesday, February 12
6:30 p.m. Tuesday Morning Men
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Bridge
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study
9:45 a.m. C.O.W. Childcare
10:00 a.m. W.O.W. Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
11:30 a.m. W.O.W. Coffee
12:00 p.m. GRIP for Teens & Tweens
1:00 p.m. Women at One
6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—
Berkley
6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Pack 1082—
Berkley
7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—
Berkley
7:00 p.m. Missions MInistry
7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball
7:30 p.m. W.O.W. at Night
Wednesday, February 13
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
12:30 p.m. Sisters
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee
5:00 p.m. Unite Basketball Open Gym
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
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Sunday, February 10, 2019

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Isaiah 6:1-4
1 Corinthians 13:8-13

The Table
Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall

Sunday Worship

“Facing Uncertainty...with Humility and Love”
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Hymns
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
“Maker, in Whom We Live”

Roots of a Movement:
“Crisis of Faith”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Anthems
“Fanfare” from Sixth Double Concerto
Celebration Ringers
“The Light of God’s Love”
Sonshine Choir
“Cantate Canon”
Genesis Choir
“Assurance”
Chancel Choir

Shine Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center
Psalm 121
The Tie That Binds:
“Music”
Rev. Dan Hart
The Liturgists are Rev. Barbara Lewis-Lakin at 8:15 and
9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and Rev. Suzanne Walls
at Shine.
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God
and placed in loving memory of Joan Ward by her family.

Romans 10:5-10
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John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072

248-399-3698 • berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor
Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus
Christ for ministry and mission in the world.
Our Core Values: Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor
God Through Excellence, Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage
Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another
Our Welcoming Statement: Embracing the example of
Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no
boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
ability, or economic circumstance.

