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We welcome all. This is a long-standing core value of our congregation.    

At its meeting on November 19, 2018, our Administrative Council approved the 

following welcoming statement for Birmingham First: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts 

that know no boundaries of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, ability, or economic circumstance. 

This statement will be used in our worship services, bulletins, Steeple Notes, on our 

website, and in other communications. 

This is a pastoral statement that is purposeful, intentional, and specific in proclaiming the welcome we 

carry in our hearts. It makes our general value of welcoming all focused and explicit. By specifically naming 

conditions and circumstances that have been used to exclude persons, either implicitly or explicitly, we are stating our 

commitment to move beyond such boundaries—and any others—to truly welcome all.  

Our Church and Society Ministry is hosting a forum so that persons interested in talking about our new welcoming 

statement might have the opportunity to do so. The forum will be held in Thomas Parlor on Sunday, January 20 

from noon to 1:30 p.m. A light soup lunch we be served. Please make a reservation to attend by signing up 

in the church office.  

This week during our traditional services in the Sanctuary at our Birmingham Campus, our Let’s Go to the Movies series 

continues with “A Generous Welcome,” based on the movie Welcome to Marwen. I’m looking forward to seeing you 

soon as we reflect on Jesus’ call to hospitality in Luke 14 as he is eating at a table with some Pharisees. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

Welcoming Statement 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

January 7: Eleanor Chambliss, Dick Cummings, Donnie Dykes, Diane Garabedian, Harold Lanning, Fred Lynn 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

December 31: Dawn Pfaff, Ramona McMaken 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Willodean Law and family on the death of her husband, 

George “Woody” Law, on January 2. A memorial service was held in our Sanctuary on January 8. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Steve and Tammy Packard and family on the death of her 

father, Larry Dickens, on January 6. A memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, January 18 at 11:00. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Fran Hayes, who died on January 

8. A memorial service will held in the spring. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s 

message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that this Sunday, January 13, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a 

pastor. Share your joys and concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time 

in prayer together. Prayer will take place in the Sanctuary transept for 15 minutes following 

the postlude after each worship service.  

….that the Christian Classic Book Club meets tonight (Wednesday, January 9) to discuss The Promise by Chaim 

Potak. All are invited to join us at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214.  

….that our First Nurses sponsor a Lions Club box for eyeglass and hearing aid donations. Your unneeded 

equipment will help people in developing countries. The box is located outside the Sanctuary, across from the Welcome 

Center. 

….that in order to keep our records up to date, we need to hear from you! We cannot change addresses, phone 

numbers, names or e-mails without your help. If you have adult children with an address other than yours, we need to 

know that, too. Please help us keep current by sharing new information! Contact Karen Porter (248-646-6407, ext. 

3126 or kporter@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Students and Families 
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

 

Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

 

Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/birminghamFUMC) 

Let’s Get Social! 

College Care Packets will be sent to our college students the week of January 20. If your 

student’s address has changed since the fall of 2019, please send the new address to Mackenzie 

Hibbard (mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org) by January 13. If you want to contribute an item to 

the college packets and are a new volunteer, contact Sue Smith (sue.smith@beachcom.net). 

Again, if the student address is the same as the fall of 2018, you do not need to resubmit. We 

only need address changes. 

The Realities of Sexual Assault on Campus 

On Friday, February 8 from 7:00–8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, the Church and Society Ministry, in partnership with 

Wayne State University’s Division of Academic Affairs, will present The Realities of Sexual Assault on Campus, 

an informational program on the scope and nature of sexual assaults on students attending our colleges and 

universities. The program will explore the magnitude of the problem (e.g. 1 in 5 women are sexually assaulted while 

attending college!), the behaviors and circumstances that put a student at greater risk of assault, the myths of sexual 

assault, what constitutes consent to engage in sexual activity, a guide to “bystander intervention,” the victim complaint 

process, the extent of unreported assaults, victim support systems, and the potentially devastating and continuing 

trauma suffered by assault victims.  

The program will include a presentation and small group exercises. Our featured speaker is Ms. Laina Wirgau. Ms. 

Wirgau currently works at Wayne State University as a University Counselor and Outreach Coordinator. Ms. Wirgau 

previously served as a Sexual Assault Therapist at Michigan State University, working with survivors of unwanted sexual 

experiences.      

The content of this program is targeted to high school and college-aged youth, parents and other adult family members 

who support young people currently in college or soon to attend. If you have any questions about this program, please 

contact Frank Driscoll (248-666-5021 or frank.driscoll@mellc.co). 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
mailto:frank.driscoll@mellc.co
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Art & Soul: Trash to Treasure Exhibit 

If you are interested in reducing the footprint of landfills, you won’t want to miss Art & Soul 

Ministry’s Trash to Treasure exhibit. The creative solution by participants of Art & Soul will 

hopefully bring a smile to your face and an idea or two to your head. The exhibit is at the Swords 

into Plowshares Peace Center and Gallery located at Central UMC (33 E. Adams, Detroit). The 

exhibit opens on Thursday, January 17 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. and continues on Thursdays, Fridays 

and Saturdays from 1:00-5:00 p.m. through February 7.  

Intercepted Notes of Thanks 
The boys and adult leaders of Boy Scout Troop 1032 would like to thank all who purchased evergreen wreaths, roping, 

porch pots and grave blankets from our 2018 Holiday Greens Sale. Funds raised will finance equipment and activities 

for our scouts in the coming year. We also would like to thank the church for sponsoring Troop 1032, and give special 

thanks to the church staff who assist us in many ways. 

Opportunities for Service 

Hunger Sunday….January 13 is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in 

the offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose 

change to add to the offering this Sunday. For checks and bills, use an offering envelope and 

mark the Hunger line. All donations go toward hunger relief. Thank you for your support.  

Serve Communion….Would you like to help serve communion during worship as your schedule allows? Join our 

communion team! You will be contacted each month to see if you are available to serve on the first Sunday. We could 

use more servers at each of our services, so you can volunteer for the time you are typically in worship. Instructions 

and much appreciation provided. Contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for 

more information or to sign up.  

Pie Day is Sunday, January 27! It’s time to order your homemade pies and quiches. Please 

stop by Fellowship Hall or the CLC during the Sunday coffee hours to place your order. You 

can choose from ham and cheese or vegetable quiche and apple or cherry pies. There are 

gluten-free options, as well. All proceeds benefit the Methodist Children’s Home in Redford, 

the Baldwin Center in Pontiac, and the Costa Rica Methodist Children’s Home. Thanks for 

your generosity and support. 

Needs for Haiti….The Haiti mission team travels to Haiti in early March and will be doing school and orphanage 

renovations, and conducting mobile medical/dental clinics in underserved villages. The team welcomes any donations of 

vitamins (no gummies, please) and old cell phones. Hold the empty prescription bottles for now; we have plenty. Thank 

you! 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


This week in Shine we will continue to follow our series on Paul’s Resolutions as he shares an 

important lesson with the church in Galatia. We will talk about Paul’s call to love without 

limits and about what that might mean for us in our lives and in our church. We will also 

explore the welcoming statement that was affirmed by our church. 

As always, if you have a way you want to connect deeper but have questions, I would love to 

have a conversation with you. Want to talk about prayer, the Bible, small groups, mission, or 

other ways you can connect? Let me know, and I can help you or connect you to somebody 

great! Send me an email at any time (dhart@fumcbirmingham.org).  

 Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Love Unlimited 
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As we continue our Hero series this week, we’re examining the stories of Deborah and Jael as 

told in Judges chapter 4. These great women of the faith stand as a testament that God has a 

place of leadership and inclusion for people of all genders, and that we as people of faith need 

to use whatever tools we have at hand in carrying on God’s work. Stephanie Laird will also 

share some of her story and insights with us in an interview format this Sunday. Join us 

Thursday or Sunday at Berkley First! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Deborah and Jael 

Pictorial Directory 

Last week many of you received a personalized call from Pastor Elbert letting 

you know that it is time to sign up to have your photo taken for the new 

Pictorial Directory. Pictures will be taken at the Berkley Campus on February 

8-9. To sign up for these dates, go to www.berkleyfirst.org. Pictures will also 

be taken at the Birmingham Campus on February 13-16 and February 27-

March 1. To sign up for these dates, go to www.fumcbirmingham.org.  

If you cannot make it to Birmingham or Berkley to have your picture taken, 

you can look for another location near you. Call Lifetouch Customer Service (866-756-0281) and they will find a date 

and time near you where they are taking pictures. Our account number is 318939. The deadline for having your 

picture taken is March 15. The background should be “Stone.” After you have your picture taken, call Lifetouch again 

to give them your session number from your receipt.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) or Karen Plants (ext. 3146). 

mailto:dhart@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/2019/01/01/photos-for-directory/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/photo/
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Merry Mates 
Our January speaker is Karen Dybis, a Metro Detroit freelance writer, reporter and author. She has a PowerPoint 

explaining why and how only the light, crisp chips of Better Made remain out of forty companies. Come on Friday, 

January 18 to sample the chips and join this friendly, welcoming group of all ages, singles and couples, at 6:00 p.m. and 

enjoy a delectable dinner at 6:30 ($15). RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-

4438) by early evening on January 13.  

Opportunities for Women 
Esther Circle will meet in Thomas Parlor on Wednesday, January 23 at 10:30 a.m. Fran Green will give a talk about 

the painter Mary Cassatt. We would love to have you visit! 

“Share the Love” is the theme for a women’s retreat on February 2-3. This special time 

of retreat and fellowship will be held at the United Methodist Lake Huron Retreat Center  

in Burtchville. Brochures and registration forms are available during the coffee hours on 

January 13, in the church office, on the church website, or by contacting Jill Brouhard  

(248-302-8108 or jill.brouhard@gmail.com). Open to all women of Birmingham and Berkley 

First and their friends. Register by January 15, as space is limited. Sponsored by UMW and Discipleship Ministry. 

You’d be hard-pressed to overstate the extent to which fear, anxiety and worry 

permeate our lives. Drawing on recent research, real-life examples and biblical 

insight, Adam Hamilton’s book, Unafraid, offers direction on how to untangle the 

knots we feel about disappointing others, failure, financial insecurity, loneliness, 

insignificance, and aging. He also offers insights into how we address fears related to 

such outsize perils as terrorism, death and the apocalypse. Books are available in the 

church office and the Circuit Rider Bookstore for $15. Note: in addition to content 

for our course, the book contains a 31 day scripture-based devotional plan related to fear.  

Sunday Evenings….Join Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin from 6:30-8:30 p.m. for a five-week study (January 20, 27, 

February 10, 17 and 24). Please sign up in the church office.  

Monday Night Adult Bible Study….Led by Mike Barratt, this study runs from January 28 through June 3, and 

meets in Room 230 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Please register with Mike (atrprofitcenter@gmail.com or 248-977-9786). 

Come to class prepared to discuss chapters 1 and 2. 

Unafraid Book Studies 

mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/womens-retreat-share-the-love/
mailto:jill.brouhard@gmail.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:atrprofitcenter@gmail.com


Happening This Week 

Wednesday, January 9 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parent Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, January 10 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells  

6:00 p.m. Compass 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:30 p.m. Kids Club—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Investment Committee 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday, January 11 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

5:30 p.m. Cub Scout Lock-in 

6:30 p.m. Card-making/Scrap-booking—

Berkley 

Saturday, January 12 

10:00 a.m. Unite 3 on 3 Coaches Training 

10:00 a.m. CPR Training: Scout Pack 

1085—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Lee Roberts Visitation 

12:00 p.m. Lee Roberts Memorial Service  

Sunday, January 13 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation 

9:30 a.m. Baptism Class 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

11:15 a.m. Summer Mission Trip Info 

Meeting 

12:30 p.m. Sunday Social 

5:00 p.m. Discover First 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells 

5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

7:30 p.m. High School Bells 

Monday, January 14 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. Grief with Grace 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Hospitality/Connecting Ministry 

Tuesday, January 15 

6:30 p.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study  

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:45 a.m. COW Childcare 

10:00 a.m. WOW Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. WOW Coffee 

12:00 p.m. GRIP for Tweens & Teens 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:15 p.m. Moms Journey Group—

Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Pack 1082—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Church and Society Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Preschool Committee 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. WOW at Night 

Wednesday, January 16 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 
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The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15, and 

Rev. Suzanne Walls at 9:30 and 11:00. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in celebration of the December 29 marriage of 

Brooke Wharton and Kyle Cushman by her parents, 

Jeanne and Robert Livernois.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Carrie Morris in loving 

memory of her brother, Dr. Peter Morse, Jr.  

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to  

Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Let’s Go to the Movies: 

“A Generous Welcome”  

(Welcome to Marwen) 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“How Can We Name a Love” 

“Draw the Circle Wide” 

“In Christ There Is No East or West” 

Anthems 

“Christ the Sure Foundation” 

“Be My Church” 

Chancel Choir  

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Galatians 3:21-29 

Paul’s Resolutions: 

“Show Love to All” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

 

The Table 
Thursdays: 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion  

in the Social Hall 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Judges 4:1-9 

Hero: 

“Deborah and Jael” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV
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