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Best Laid Plans

P

lans, plans, plans… One adult child driving from where she lives in Evanston to
Birmingham on Sunday afternoon. A daughter and son-in-law who will spend
this weekend and Christmas day with his family in Ohio and then join us to celebrate
Christmas on the 26th. A son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter with whom we will
spend Christmas morning. An extended family celebration the Saturday after Christmas.
Plans, plans, plans… Many of you likely have plans for how you will celebrate Christmas
and the days that follow leading into the new year. And even as I put on paper and
share with you the plans our family has, I know that as we live into Christmas and the
days that follow, our plans will change. Life happens. The plans we make are not always
realized.

Joseph and Mary had plans. Or, more likely, given the marriage traditions in their day,
their families had plans for Mary and Joseph. They were engaged. Gifts had been exchanged. There were legal
documents that had been signed. There was a tradition to be followed.
Then Mary told Joseph that she was pregnant. Expecting. And they had not been together in “that way.” So much for
the best laid plans of Mary and Joseph’s families!
In our worship this Sunday, we continue the sermon series Voices of Advent with a focus on Joseph. In the gospel
narratives there are no words of dialogue reported for Joseph. Joseph’s story is a reminder of how powerfully what we
do speaks. As we consider Joseph and how he responds when his life takes an unplanned turn, our text for the
morning will be Matthew 1:18-25. As he learned that Mary was pregnant, Joseph did not respond as the tradition would
have him do. Rather than sticking to the rules, Joseph responded with grace, mercy and love.

As we enter Christmas week, I pray that your plans for celebrating this most holy of seasons will be fulfilled. And when
they are not, I pray that you might be open to the ways in which God’s message is often realized, not through our
planning, but in how we respond when plans go awry, when the crumbling of our well-laid plans leaves us vulnerable
and, perhaps, more open to God’s Spirit than we might otherwise be.
Finally, as we celebrate Christmas and prepare for the new year, I want to remind you of Pastor Elbert’s challenge to
us regarding second-mile and year-end gifts. Your generosity in this season is critically important for supporting the lifechanging ministries of our congregation. Thank you for carefully considering and prayerfully offering your second-mile
and special year-end gifts in support of our operating budget.
I look forward to worshipping with you on Sunday!
Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin
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Our Church Family
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday,
December 17: Dick Gleason, Jack Harnish, Dave Lepper
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday,
December 10: Linda Smaga
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Paul and Kelly Hofley and family on the death of her
mother, Lynn Frances Robson, on December 4. A memorial service will be held on December 21 in Traverse City.
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Neil Wester and family on the death of his wife, Marsha,
on December 12. Visitation will be held at A.J. Desmond’s Funeral Home (Royal Oak) on Thursday, December 27 from
3:00-7:00 p.m. Her memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, December 28 at 11:00, with visitation
beginning at 10:00.
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Mary Goyeau and family on the death of her father,
Richard Henne, on December 14.

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s
message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “200 Years of Silent Night.” To listen, call 248646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system.
….that it’s not too late to invite friends, family, coworkers, gym partners, carpool members,
PTA members, hockey/basketball/volleyball/cheerleading/gymnastics teammates, and strangers
to one of our many Christmas Eve services. Look for baskets of our Christmas cards
placed around the church and pick up a card or two to use as an invitation. There is a space
on each card for you to write a special note. Be a messenger of joy!
….that several more volunteers are needed to place the luminarias around the church property from 4:00-5:30 p.m.
on Christmas Eve. All supplies are provided; just dress for the weather! This activity is appropriate for older children
with a parent. Please sign up in the church office or call us at 248-646-1200.
….that our Volunteers of the Year were announced at the annual church conference on December 10. Julie Work
was honored for her leadership of our FORWARD visioning process, and Ron and Patty Reynolds were recognized for
their support of multi-site ministry and outreach. Congratulations to all three!
….that we will not publish Steeple Notes on December 26. The next week, Steeple Notes will be sent on Thursday,
January 3 due to the New Year holiday. Articles for that issue are due in the church office by 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
January 2.
….that you can honor a loved one through the gift of a new hymnal for the Sanctuary. We still have about 40 worn
hymnals to be replaced on the main floor of the Sanctuary. Cost is $20 each. Order forms are available in the church
office, or contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org).
….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on January 13 and the Missions Candle ($30) is available on January 6
and 20. Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121) for more information or
to reserve a date.
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Children, Students and Families
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.
First Kids Preschool Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is now open for church
members. We offer a wonderful Christian early childhood program for children 15 months to
age 5, one to five mornings per week. We have extended-day options available for children 3
years and older. Please contact Lori Handzel (lhandzel@fumcbirmingham.org) for more
information.
Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and
children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children
and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. Led
by clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents is Sunday, January 13 at 9:30 a.m. Baptisms
will take place during worship on January 20 and February 17. Please contact Janet Smylie
(248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the class or to
schedule a baptism.

“Share the Love” Women’s Retreat
“Share the Love” is the theme for a women’s retreat on February 2-3. This special time of
retreat and fellowship will be held at the United Methodist Lake Huron Retreat Center in
Burtchville. Brochures and registration forms are available in the church office, on the
church website, or by contacting Jill Brouhard (248-302-8108 or jill.brouhard@gmail.com).
Open to all women of Birmingham and Berkley First and their friends. Register by January
15, as space is limited. Sponsored by UMW and Discipleship Ministry.

Winter/Spring Program Guide
Lift yourself from the winter doldrums! Starting in January, we will offer more than 170
opportunities for you and your children to continue to grow and serve as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Why not try something new? Copies of our Winter/Spring Program Guide are now available around
the building and on the church website. Check out what’s coming up in 2019! To make it less
intimidating to participate in something new, fill out the form included with the booklet and the
leader of that group will contact you.
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From the Finance Office
Please remember the church in your year-end giving. We are always happy to work with you to achieve your giving
goals. Here are options and timelines available to you:







Give at one of the remaining worship services in 2018.
Mail your check to the church, postmarked by December 31, 2018.
Contribute online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving by midnight on December 31, 2018.
Use your bank’s bill pay system by December 31, 2018.
If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer to be completed by December 31, 2018.
Bring your gift to the church office by December 31, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

You may contact Holly Pisano, Director of Finance (hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3133) to
arrange your giving at this busy time of year. Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in this church, our
community and around the world.

Re-U-Nite Chili Cook Off
Do you think your chili is award winning? Bring your favorite chili in a crockpot
to the Re-U-Nite Chili Cook Off on Friday, January 11 and find out. Not a chili
maker? Be a chili taster! RSVP at www.fumcbirmingham.org/chili-cook-off or
sign up in the church office.

Adult Classes
Why Religion? It is the question that Elaine Pagels, preeminent scholar of religion and religious texts, asks in her
latest best-selling book. In this memoir, Dr. Pagels connects her personal story and her academic work, which has
included extensive research in early Christian history and ancient texts. In doing so, Pagels invites us to find meaning in
our lives. All women are invited to join the Tuesday Women’s Study Group for this study which begins Tuesday,
January 8 at 9:30 a.m. Copies of Why Religion? are available in the church office and the Circuit Rider Bookstore for
$15. Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin will lead the study of this book.
Unafraid….You’d be hard-pressed to overstate the extent to which fear, anxiety
and worry permeate our lives. Drawing on recent research, real-life examples and
biblical insight, Adam Hamilton’s book, Unafraid, offers direction on how to untangle
the knots we feel about disappointing others, failure, financial insecurity, loneliness,
insignificance, and aging. He also offers insights into how we address fears related to
such outsize perils as terrorism, death and the apocalypse. Join Pastor Shawn LewisLakin for a five-week study on Sunday evenings, January 20, 27, February 10, 17 and
24 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Please sign up in the church office. Books are available in the church office and the Circuit Rider
Bookstore for $15. Note: in addition to content for our course, the book contains a 31 day scripture-based devotional
plan related to fear.
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Christmas Joy!
This week in Shine we are celebrating Christmas! We will have a great service where we will
hear the joyous birth story of Christ, sing wonderful music together, and light candles to
usher in the incarnate God. We will share the awe and wonder of the shepherds, hear the
angel chorus, and encounter the infant Christ.
On December 30 we will have a family-friendly service with Pastor Suzanne preaching and
Eric Smith leading our music. I hope you can join us! January kicks off our new series, Paul’s
Resolutions, talking about the advice Paul gives us and the early church about how to live our
best, faithful lives. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and God Bless You in this and every
season.
Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Extraordinary
As we continue to see God bring about the extraordinary in the lives of ordinary people, we’ll
be looking at the shepherds and the angels this week at Berkley First. Then on Christmas Eve,
join us at 5:00 p.m. for a time of carols, communion and candlelight, along with a message on
King Herod and the Magi.
The Table will not meet on Thursday, December, 27, but Pastor Lindsey will be preaching live
at Berkley on Sunday, December 30. Merry Christmas!
Pastor Zack Dunlap

Let’s Go to the Movies
In January at the traditional services in the Birmingham First Sanctuary, we’ll take a look at
recently-released movies and how they relate to us from a faith perspective.
Sunday, January 6

Mary Poppins Returns

Sunday, January 13

Welcome to Marwen

Sunday, January 20

A Dog’s Way Home

Intercessory Prayer
The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord
during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered
prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events.
Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer
Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in
the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office.
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Morning, December 23
Birmingham First
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.—Traditional worship in the Sanctuary (as usual).
11:00 a.m.—A creative Shine contemporary Christmas Eve worship option with praise band, sermon and candle
lighting.
Berkley First Worship
10:00 a.m.—Worship in the Berkley First Sanctuary (as usual).
Christmas Eve: Monday, December 24
Birmingham First
2:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Traditional worship with lessons and carols,
Holy Communion, a sermon by Rev. Elbert Dulworth, and candle lighting.
Nursery care available for 4 year olds and younger. This service will be
recorded and available for viewing on our website by 5:00 p.m.
4:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Worship for children younger than 5 years old
and their families. Costumed characters tell the Christmas story.
5:30 PM in the Christian Life Center—A worship time for families
presented by children in first through fifth grades telling the Christmas
story in drama.
7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Traditional services featuring beautiful music and a sermon by Rev.
Elbert Dulworth, Holy Communion and candle lighting. Nursery care available at 7:00 for 4 year olds and
younger. The 7:00 service will be live streamed on our website.
Berkley First
5:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Worship with a sermon by Rev. Zack Dunlap, uplifting music, Holy Communion and
candle lighting in a fresh, modern setting. All ages welcome, with rocking chairs available.
Sunday Morning, December 30
Birmingham First
9:30 a.m.—Family-friendly traditional worship in the Sanctuary. Nursery care available for 4 year olds and younger.
11:00 a.m.—Family-friendly contemporary worship in the Christian Life Center. Nursery care available for 4 year
olds and younger.
Berkley First
10:00 a.m.—Worship in the Sanctuary (as usual). The Table does not meet on Thursday, December 27.
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Holiday Building Schedule
The church will be closed all day on Tuesday and Wednesday, December 25-26. We will close at 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
January 31 and be closed all day on Tuesday, January 1. The Christian Life Center is closed from December 22 through
January 1.
When the church office is closed and you have an emergency that requires a minister, you can call the church office to
get the pastor-on-call phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage you to use this
number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need urgent pastoral care and
we are not able to answer the church phone.

Happening This Week
Wednesday, December 19
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:40 a.m. Advent Midweek Worship
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Sisters
12:30 p.m. Mahjong
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout PLC Meeting
7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees
7:00 p.m. Advent Study—Offsite
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, December 20
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley

Sunday, December 23
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
9:30 a.m. Confirmation
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade
11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights
Monday, December 24
4:00 p.m. Luminaria Set Up
5:00 p.m. Gathering for Elementary
Service
Christmas Eve Services
2:00 p.m. Traditional Service
4:00 p.m. Preschool Service
5:00 p.m. Berkley First Service
5:30 p.m. Elementary Service
7:00 p.m. Traditional Service
9:00 p.m. Traditional Service
11:00 p.m. Traditional Service

Friday, December 21
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Bridge
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
11:00 a.m. John Shuler Memorial Service

Tuesday, December 25
Merry Christmas!

Saturday, December 22
10:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Eve
Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Mary Woo Memorial Service

Friday, December 28
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
10:00 a.m. Marsha Wester Visitation
11:00 a.m. Marsha Wester Memorial Service

Wednesday, December 26
Church closed
Thursday, December 27
Nothing scheduled

Saturday, December 29
Nothing scheduled
Sunday, December 30
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley First
11:00 a.m. Shine Contemporary
Worship
9:30 a.m. Childcare: ages 4 and younger
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Childcare: ages 4 and younger
3:30 p.m. Detroit Chamber
Orchestra—Berkley
Monday, December 31
11:30 a.m. Noon Year’s Eve Party—
Berkley
Tuesday, January 1
Happy New Year!
Wednesday, January 2
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Mahjong
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
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Fourth Sunday in Advent

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Matthew 1:18-25
The Voices of Advent:
“Joseph” (Living Love)
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin
Hymns
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“What Child Is This”
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
Anthems
“Mid-Winter” – Chancel Choir
“The Hands That First Held Mary’s Child” – Chancel
Women
“Carols A-Round” – Alumni Choir

December 23, 2018

The Table
Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall
Luke 2:8-18
Extraordinary: “Shepherds and Angels”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Luke 2:8-18
Extraordinary: “Shepherds and Angels”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Shine Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center
Luke 2:1-20
Our Story: “Joy”
Rev. Dan Hart

1589 W. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009
248-646-1200 • fumcbirmingham.org
office@fumcbirmingham.org
Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor
Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor

The Liturgists are Rev. Elbert Dulworth in the
Sanctuary, Rev. Suzanne Walls at Shine, and Rev. Lindsey
Hall at Berkley.

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors
John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

The Poinsettias are dedicated to the glory of God and
placed in honor and memory of loved ones. A full listing
will be included with your worship bulletin on Sunday.
The Missions Candle is lit in celebration of Dave and
Sue Ruby’s 55th wedding anniversary on December 28.

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072
248-399-3698 • berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to
Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.

