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“Do Not Be Afraid”

L

ast Sunday evening, following a moving choral and orchestral performance
of Lux in the main sanctuary in the morning, the Christian Life Center was
filled with children and families for our Children’s Christmas Village. Our Children
and Family Ministries staff transformed the space into a village right out of a
Dickens’ story. Carolers, crafts, and even a hot cocoa bar provided an atmosphere
that took us to the heart of the season. The faces of the children spoke to us the
experience of hope, peace, joy, and love that is so central to this season.
In the hectic pace of this season as we rush to put up decorations, make cookies,
go shopping, and continue our daily schedules, The Voices of Advent, the stories of
the characters in the Christmas story, ring out for us. This week in the main sanctuary, we’ll hear Gabriel’s voice as he
speaks to Mary, saying, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” (Luke 1:30, NRSV)
“Do not be afraid.” Seems like easy words for an angel to speak to a human being. What do the angels have to fear,
anyway?
As we live life, Gabriel’s challenge leaves me wondering what fears we have in our lives. Perhaps we fear for loved ones
who struggle with illnesses and disease. Or maybe we fear for parents and grandparents as they age. We may even fear
for our children and the world that they’ll experience as they grow up. In our present day, we find ourselves fearful of
the violence that we see in the world around us, wondering if better days are still ahead.
How do we find peace in the busyness of an anxious and fearful world? Might the angel have a word of peace for us
today as he did for Mary so long ago? “Christmas is coming! Be not afraid, for God is with us.”
In addition to worship, don’t miss out on our Heralds of Christmas concert on Sunday, December 9 at 5:00 p.m. in the
main sanctuary at Birmingham First. In word, in song, in worship, and in times of fellowship, we pray the peace of
Christ might be yours, this season and always.
Blessings,
Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor
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Our Church Family
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday,
November 27: Mike Hucke, Bob Sutherland
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with:
….Don and Leonie Teichman and family on the death of her father, Yong Chin Yoong, on November 10. His funeral
will be held in Malaysia.
….Rev. Bruce and Jeannine Denton and family on the death of his mother, Evie Denton, on November 19. Bruce was
an associate pastor here from 1988-1995. Her funeral will be held at St. Matthew’s UMC in Livonia on Friday,
December 28 at 11:00 a.m.
….Mark and Pat Demorest and family on the death of his mother, Maud J. Demorest, on November 28. A memorial
service will be held at a future date.
….Alec Orris and family on the death of his wife, Geri, on November 30. A memorial service will be held at Sterling
Heights UMC on Saturday, December 8 at 1:00 p.m.

Did You Know
….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next week’s
message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is
answered by our automated system.
….that Christian Classic Book Club meets tonight (Wednesday, December 5) to discuss
The Invention of Wings by Sue Kidd Monk. All are welcome to join us in the Wesley Room
#214 at 7:00 p.m.
….that this Sunday, December 9, you are invited to a time of individual prayer with a
pastor. Share your joys and concerns privately with one of our pastors, and then share time
in prayer together. Prayer will take place in the Sanctuary east transept for 15 minutes following the prelude after each
worship service.
….that Esther Circle will meet in Thomas Parlor on Wednesday, December 12 at 11:30 a.m. for their Christmas
luncheon prepared by Chef Hollie. You are welcome to join us! We must have reservations by Sunday night, December
9. Please call Betty Emmert (248-646-8893).
….that Wesley Men’s Choir is looking for singers. Open to all men in the church, Wesley Men’s Choir meets several
times throughout the year to rehearse and sing in services. Our next “gig” is Sunday, December 16, with a rehearsal on
Thursday, December 13 at 7:30 p.m. This performance will be even more special than usual, as we will be joined by the
guys in our high school choir. Don’t be shy, come on out and join us!
….that we are now accepting orders for poinsettias to decorate the altar during December. Please use the form in
your Sunday bulletin or contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) by Sunday,
December 16. Each plant is $22.
….that you can honor a loved one through the gift of a new hymnal for the Sanctuary. We still have about 50 worn
hymnals to be replaced on the main floor of the Sanctuary. Cost is $20 each. Order forms are available in the church
office, or contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org).
….that volunteers are needed to place the luminarias around the church property from 4:00-5:30 p.m. on Christmas
Eve. All supplies are provided; just dress for the weather! Please sign up in the church office or call us at 248-646-1200.
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Children, Students and Families
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities
(Crib through High School):
Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under
“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter
and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org.

Opportunities for Fellowship
Sunday Social….All seniors are invited to join us this Sunday, December 9, for our next Sunday Social. We meet in
Thomas Parlor at 12:15 p.m. for a fabulous meal at a fabulous price. Please contact Sue Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 3160)
to reserve your spot.
Merry Mates….Join the merriment of this friendly and welcoming group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday,
December 14. Social time begins at 6:00 p.m. followed by Chef Hollie’s most delicious gourmet dinner at 6:30 ($15).
Our program of Christmas music will be led by Deanna Ralston and choir friends. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce
(248-364-4438 or sharonbobpierce@gmail.com) by early evening on December 9.

Staff Update
Kelly Willian has resigned as our Director of Children, Student and Family Ministries to pursue other opportunities.
Kelly has worked as an employee of our congregation for over ten years. We are grateful for her service and celebrate
her many accomplishments.
We have a strong team who are working with great passion to maintain and grow our ministries with children, youth
and families. That team includes the following persons:







Chaundra Burkett, Early Childhood Coordinator
Kim Bowyer, Elementary Coordinator
Petrina Hone, Middle School Coordinator
Mackenzie Hibbard, High School Coordinator
Megan Klapp, Program and Events Administrator
Lori Handzel, Preschool Director

The Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, our Senior Associate Pastor, is now relating directly with the persons listed above. We
are working to add additional interim support to this team. In addition, we are initiating an overall review of our
staffing that will include our current opening, as well as the goals and staffing needs articulated in our FORWARD plan.
As we move forward, supporting one another and honoring God through excellence will continue to be priorities for
us. We are grateful for your prayers and support of our ministries.
The Rev. Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor

Patty Reynolds, Chairperson
Staff Parish Relations Committee
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Thanks for Your Help!
Hunger Ministry would like to thank you for helping us provide food to so many. Your donations help charities such as
Gleaners, Cass, Dort Oak Park, Lighthouse, Baldwin Center, Forgotten Harvest, NOAH, Angel Tree, Freedom House,
Haiti and Brightmoor. Your donations and support of things like the Cookie Walk, food drives, Empty Bowls, CROP
Walk, Home Foods Table, and loose change help feed the people who need it most. —Janine Friend, chair, Hunger
Ministry
Many thanks to all who fulfilled Christmas Wish Lists for Methodist Children’s Home foster care children. The children
will certainly be thrilled come Christmas morning! What a generous congregation we have! —Nancy Overman, chair,
Methodist Children’s Home Task Force
We are so grateful to the Birmingham and Berkley First congregation for the amazing support
you provided for the Brightmoor Christmas Store again this year. With your help, we were able
to provide much-needed basics and some special treats for 672 children and 449 adults—1,121
people who will have a brighter Christmas. The families received clothing, household goods, new
pillows and blankets, toiletries, toys, small appliances, snacks, a hot lunch, and bags of groceries.
Many thanks to those who gave generous financial and in-kind donations. Thanks also to the
volunteers who came to help set up and run the store. We truly couldn’t run this annual holiday
store without you! —Mary Pickett, Jean and Ed McKeehan, co-chairs, Brightmoor Task Force

Opportunities to Serve
Church Conference Dinner Helpers….Volunteers are needed to help with the Church Conference dinner on
Monday, December 10. You can set tables from 12:00-2:00 p.m., cashier from 5:45-6:45, or clean up from 7:30-8:15. If
you can help, please contact Beckie Bower (bbower@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3144).
Our December Monthly Mission will take us to Detroit where we will volunteer for
Mittens for Detroit, a non-profit that collects, purchases and distributes new winter
mittens and gloves to children and adults in need in Detroit and other nearby underserved communities. We will participate in their “Big Sort” as we sort, count and box
mittens to go out to the community. The Big Sort takes place on Saturday, December 8
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the First National Building (660 Woodward Ave., Detroit). Due to
the need for accuracy, all volunteers must be over the age of 16. For more information
(such as parking and where to enter) and to sign up, please contact Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org).

Hunger Sunday….December 9 is the second Sunday of the month, and all loose change in the offering will be
credited to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the offering this Sunday. For
checks and bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. All donations go toward hunger relief. Thank you
for your support.
Meals Needed….As many of you know, Dave Lepper, a member of our custodial staff, has been diagnosed with
glioblastoma, a form of brain cancer. One of the ways we have been supporting Dave during his treatments is by
providing prepared meals. Under the direction of Beckie Bower, the staff has done an amazing job of providing meals
throughout this fall season. We are covered through December 24, but are now looking for help from the
congregation. If you are willing and able to provide a meal, we encourage you to sign up via Meal Train
(www.mealtrain.com/trains/o3eyyl). If you cannot participate in this way, please keep Dave in your prayers. If there are
other ways you would like to offer support to Dave, please contact Sue Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 3160).
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Shine Contemporary Worship: Profound Peace
This week in Shine we will continue our Advent series, Our Story, by talking about peace. We
will talk about one of our main biblical characters in the birth story, Joseph. Joseph teaches
the power of peace in the midst of some major potential conflict!
This Saturday there are great opportunities to serve others. Sign up to help Mittens for
Detroit sort mittens to be handed out to people in need. For more information, contact
Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org). Or, if you want to help in a different way, sign
up to deliver Angel Tree gifts.

Pastor Dan Hart

Berkley First: Extraordinary
What if a messenger from God showed up to share specific plans for your life—ways in which
you could play an extraordinary role in the unfolding of God’s redemptive work in the world?
That’s exactly what happened to Mary in Luke, Chapter 1, but what might it look like for us
today? What message might God have for you and me? Join us at Berkley First this Thursday
at 6:00 p.m. or Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Zack Dunlap

Christmas Card Invitations
It’s the most wonderful time of the year, when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Shepherds,
summoned by angels, gathered at the manger to welcome the new king.
Look for baskets of our Christmas cards and pick up a card or two to invite friends, family, or
even a stranger to join us for one of our eight Christmas Eve services. There is a space on
each card for you to write a special note. Be an angel and spread the good news!

Church Conference
Our annual Church Conference will take place on Monday, December 10.
This is a time to review and celebrate the current year and lift up a vision
for the year ahead. It includes the pastors’ annual reports, recognition of
outgoing and incoming committee members, and presentation of the
“Volunteer of the Year” awards. Dinner is served in Fellowship Hall at 6:30
p.m. with the meeting at 7:30 in the Sanctuary. Dinner reservations must be
received in the church office by Thursday, December 6. The meal is $12, payable at the door.
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Heralds of Christmas Concert
Our annual concert featuring all of Birmingham First’s choirs is Sunday, December 9
at 5:00 p.m. This year’s presentation features our younger choirs in a production
of Make Room for Christmas, a mini-musical about a group of kids trying to put on a
Christmas pageant, but they just can’t find room for Christmas in their hectic lives.
Can you relate? The show is complete with our middle school through adult singers
and ringers presenting music that will assure there is definitely room for Christmas in your heart this year!

Advent and Christmas
Midweek Worship: Wednesdays, December 5, 12 and 19
7:40 AM in the Birmingham First Sanctuary
Join us for early morning worship with music, prayer, a meditation by one of our pastors, and Holy Communion.
A Service of Hope: Monday, December 17
7:00 PM in the Birmingham First Sanctuary
The holiday season can be difficult for those whose hearts are hurting. A Service of
Hope is a peaceful, contemplative service for those who are carrying pain or loss
during this season of celebration. We join together to find strength in community,
to remember God’s promises, and to share hope for tomorrow.
Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 23
Contemporary Worship at Birmingham First
11:00 AM in the Christian Life Center—A creative morning Christmas Eve worship option with praise band, sermon
and candle lighting.
Monday, December 24
Birmingham First
2:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Traditional worship with lessons and carols, Holy
Communion, a sermon by Rev. Elbert Dulworth, and candle lighting. Nursery
care available for 4 year olds and younger.
4:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Worship for children younger than 5 years old and their
families. Costumed characters tell the Christmas story.
5:30 PM in the Christian Life Center—A worship time for families presented by
children in first through fifth grades telling the Christmas story in drama.
Nursery care provided for children 2 years and younger.
7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Traditional services featuring beautiful music and a sermon by Rev. Elbert
Dulworth, Holy Communion and candle lighting. Nursery care available at 7:00 for 4 year olds and younger.
Berkley First
5:00 PM in the Sanctuary—Worship with a sermon by Rev. Zack Dunlap, uplifting music, Holy Communion and
candle lighting in a fresh, modern setting. All ages welcome, with rocking chairs available.
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Happening This Week
Wednesday, December 5
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
7:40 a.m. Advent Midweek Worship
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Sisters
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep
6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee
6:00 p.m. First Nurses
6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts Pack 1032
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Advent Study—Offsite
7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club
7:00 p.m. Trustees
7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, December 6
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
2:30 p.m. High School Hangout
4:15 p.m. Spark
4:15 p.m. Covenant/Disciple Choir
4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley
Friday, December 7
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
6:30 p.m. Card Making/Scrapbooking—
Berkley

Saturday, December 8
10:00 a.m. Heralds of Christmas rehearsal
2:30 p.m. Merri Month 2018—Berkley
Sunday, December 9
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth
9:30 a.m. Middle School Chapel
9:30 a.m. Faith Builders
9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents
10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley
11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade
11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights
11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar
12:00 p.m. Cuba Team Meeting
12:15 p.m. Sunday Social
1:00 p.m. December Recitals—Berkley
5:00 p.m. Heralds of Christmas Concert
Monday, December 10
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
10:00 a.m. Canasta
11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College
1:00 p.m. Mexican Train
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
2:00 p.m. High School Mission—Offsite
5:30 p.m. SPRC
6:30 p.m. Church Conference Dinner
7:00 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Church Conference
Tuesday, December 11
6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study
Brunch
9:30 a.m. Bridge
9:45 a.m. C.O.W. Childcare
10:00 a.m. W.O.W. Worship
10:30 a.m. W.O.W. Brunch
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens & Teens

1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Women at One
High School Hangout
Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
GRIP—Berkley
Finance Committee
Missions Ministry
Tuesday Evening Study—
Berkley
Adult Basketball
W.O.W. at Night

Wednesday, December 12
6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group
7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women
7:40 a.m. Advent Midweek Worship
8:00 a.m. Strength Training
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates
10:30 a.m. Esther Circle
12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon
12:30 p.m. Sisters
1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball
6:00 p.m. Women’s Cuba Retreat
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032
7:00 p.m. Advent Study—Offsite
7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Thursday, December 13
9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym
9:00 a.m. GRIP
9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley
9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 year olds
10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 year olds
10:30 a.m. Sharing Our Stories
11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants
11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life
1:00 p.m. Purl Girls
2:30 p.m. High School Hangout
4:15 p.m. Covenant/Disciple Choir
5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir
5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells
6:00 p.m. Cass Christmas Party
6:00 p.m. Compass
6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley

December 5, 2018

Page 8

Second Sunday in Advent

Traditional Worship
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Luke 1:26-38
The Voices of Advent:
“Gabriel” (Be Not Afraid)
Rev. Elbert Dulworth
Hymns
“People, Look East”
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
Anthems
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
“The Work of Christmas”
Chancel Choir

December 9, 2018

The Table
Thursdays:
6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion
in the Social Hall
Luke 1:26-38
Extraordinary: “Mary”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Luke 1:26-38
Extraordinary: “Mary”
Rev. Zack Dunlap

Shine Contemporary Worship
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center
Matthew 1:18-24
Our Story: “Peace”
Rev. Dan Hart

1589 W. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI 48009
248-646-1200 • fumcbirmingham.org
office@fumcbirmingham.org
Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor

The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15, Rev.
Suzanne Walls at 9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and
Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at Shine.

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor

The Poinsettias are dedicated to the glory of God and
placed in honor and memory of loved ones. A full listing
will be printed on December 23.

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in loving
memory of Kate and Dick Hameister by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of
Hannah Florence and Madeline Zella Haladik, born
October 31 to Jeffrey Haladik and Amanda VenettisHaladik (proud grandmother is Deb Venettis); and Mina
Estelle Hayes, born November 5 to Sean and Melissa
Hayes.

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors

2820 12 Mile Road • Berkley, MI 48072
248-399-3698 • berkleyfirst.org
Zack Dunlap, Pastor

