
Volume 77, Issue 45 November 14, 2018 

As I write to you, I’m looking out my window at the snow as it is falling on the lawn 

outside my home. Thanksgiving is just around the corner, but with the beautiful 

autumn weather we’ve had throughout this season, I wasn’t so ready to see the 

snow just yet. On the other hand, it’s still early in the season and the snow may 

melt soon enough to see the ground for several days before it comes to stay. 

All grumbling aside about the snow, we have much for which to give thanks in our 

own lives as well as in the life of our congregation. What a joy it was last week to 

see our high school choir interact with our composer, Elaine Hagenberg, as she 

rehearsed with them before our 11:00 service! They had plenty of questions for her 

about how she receives inspiration and how much time it takes her to compose a 

piece of music. How exciting that one of the many experiences that we offer for 

our youth is the opportunity to connect with a composer and to be inspired themselves here in this place! 

On Sunday in our 11:00 traditional service in the main sanctuary, we’ll baptize six children. I always feel blessed to 

share in these holy moments with families and with one another. My heart rejoices whenever I think about how they 

will grow in their faith in this place. Some of them may even hear their own call to ministry because of their 

experiences among you. 

In this season of gratitude, I give thanks for your great generosity and the high value you 

place on our ministries that impact the lives of children and youth for many years to 

come. As your commitments continue to arrive in our finance office, you continue to 

plant the seeds of future harvests. To date, we have received 473 commitments for the 

Operating Budget totaling just over $1.8 million and an increase of 32 commitments and 

$12,772 over last year at this time. Our Home Fires fund has received 230 commitments 

and $202,948 which represents 16 new commitments and $14,500 over last year at this 

same time. Thank you for believing in what God is doing through us together. If you have 

not turned in your commitment for 2019, there’s still time for you to help us make a 

difference in the number of seeds we plant for future harvests. 

At work, at home, in the church and in our world, may God’s grace continue to pour forth on you, that together we 

might give thanks in this season of gratitude and always. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

This Season of Gratitude 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

November 12: Fran Hayes, Fred Vici 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Bill and Mary Lou Guisinger and family on the death of his 

brother, Rick Guisinger, on November 4.  

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the 

families of Savannah Sylvia Case and Hunter Manick, who were baptized on November 11. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Anita Barratt, and next week’s 

message is by Lisa Lyon. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered 

by our automated system. 

….that lots of gifts and other donations are collected in the church office this time of year. 

Please make sure to clearly mark anything left in the church office with your name 

and the recipient. This will help us avoid a lot of confusion. Thank you! 

….that Shine Dinner and a Movie is Friday, November 16 in the Christian Life Center. 

Dinner starts at 5:30 p.m. then two movies will be shown: Incredibles 2 begins at 6:00 with Black Panther at 8:00. Free of 

charge. Everyone is welcome! 

….that Fair Trade coffee and chocolate will be available for purchase during the coffee hours on Sunday, 

November 18.  

….that it’s Pie Pick-up Time for First Kids Preschool’s annual Achatz Pie Fundraiser to help purchase new classroom 

furniture. Please come to Fellowship Hall this Sunday, November 18, to pick up your pie. We have Michigan 4-berry, 

apple and pumpkin pies available for sale this Sunday, as well. The pies come frozen and are ready to bake for 

Thanksgiving or Christmas. Thank you for supporting our wonderful church preschool! 

….that you can support the Boy Scouts by purchasing your Christmas wreath, evergreen roping, porch pots or 

grave blankets from Troop 1032. Order forms are available in the church office. Greens can be picked up on the plaza 

on Sunday mornings, November 25 or December 2. Contact Sandy Thornton (setbet120@aol.com) for more 

information.  

….that the Cookie Walk is Sunday, December 2. Come to our table during the coffee hours on Sunday to sign up to 

bake or volunteer to help. All proceeds are donated to local charities and food kitchens in the metro Detroit area.  

….that we will decorate the church for Advent on Sunday, November 26 at 12:30 p.m. If you are interested in 

helping, please contact Lisa Wells (248-646-6407 ext. 3137 or lwells@fumcbirmingham.org).  

….that several of the Generosity Campaign signs are still available. Bid sheets can be found in the church office. 

….that the annual Missions SERRV Sale has been postponed to November 2019. SERRV is reorganizing their 

company and we were unable to order and receive any products for a November sale. We appreciate your past 

support of SERRV which promotes and empowers small scale artisans around the world.  

….that our First Nurses sponsor a Lions Club box for eyeglass and hearing aid donations. Your unneeded 

equipment will help people in developing countries. The box is located outside the Sanctuary, across from the 

Welcome Center. 

Did You Know 

mailto:setbet120@aol.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/cookie-walk/
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Students and Families 
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Birmingham First Christmas Village….Children and their special adult (no 

more than one adult per child, please) are invited to an intergenerational 

Christmas experience. Stroll through our Christmas Village, sip some hot cocoa, 

sing some Christmas carols, and enjoy the blessings and festivities of the 

Christmas season. Age appropriate for toddlers through 5th graders. Sunday, 

December 2 in the Christian Life Center with an open house from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

and Christmas carol sing-a-long beginning at 5:00. Please RSVP by November 29 at 

www.signupgenius.com/go/508044FAEAC2BA5FC1-birmingham.  

Calling all Middle and High School Students looking for a super fun and rewarding way 

to spend your winter Saturday mornings! Unite 3 on 3 Basketball is looking for refs to join 

our 2019 team. The season runs January-March and the hours are flexible; work as many 

weeks as you can during our 8-week season. Training included! Liking to hang out with kids  

K-5th grade is a must! Also looking for registration desk help if “off the court” is more your 

strength. You can earn money towards mission trips, a pay check, or community service 

hours. Please contact Beth Torrey (btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org) for more details or to 

interview.  

Opportunities for Women 
Advent by Candlelight 2018: #BeTheShe is offered on Monday, November 26 and 

Tuesday, November 27 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. It is an evening of worship, music, dessert and 

fellowship shared with the women of our church and community. #BeTheShe is a 

reminder that we can be the women God has purposed us to be! To sign up to attend, 

come to our table during the coffee hours on Sunday or contact Melinda Stone 

(mctaggartstone@yahoo.com or 248-765-3909), or use SignUp Genius at 

www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-twooptions. 

Desert Sisters will present a very special evening for all women of Birmingham and Berkley First. Come be a part of 

this wonderful time of fellowship and enjoy a special evening together. Tuesday, December 4 at 6:45 p.m. in the Berkley 

First Sanctuary (2820 Twelve Mile Road). 

Ladies’ One Night Retreat….All ladies of all ages at Birmingham and Berkley First and their friends: save the date 

for an overnight retreat with your church friends! February 2-3 at Lake Huron UMC Retreat Center. More information 

will follow, but if you are interested in helping on the planning committee, please contact Jackie Keller (248-535-4441) 

or Jill Brouhard (248-302-8108).  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-birmingham
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mctaggartstone@yahoo.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-twooptions


Guidelines for “Emergency Requests”  

Churches are seen as optimal places to ask for assistance on Sundays and other days of the week. People know that 

many compassionate people may wish to help them and that church offices are not open on Sunday. Unfortunately, this 

situation is often taken advantage of by people who know that their requests cannot be properly assessed. During the 

holiday season (and always), please keep these guidelines in mind:  

 We have a very capable assistance ministry which takes place on Wednesdays. Appointments are easily made 

through the church office. Most “emergency requests” can be handled through this service, and they have means to 

verify a person’s need. 

 Invite those seeking assistance to call 211. This will connect them with help for basic human needs including food 

and clothing banks, shelters, rent assistance and utilities. 211 can also provide mental health resources and work 

support. 

 Please do not give out your personal funds to anyone, ever! The funds may be used for purposes other than what 

you are told. News of this spreads and leads others to take advantage of our members. In some settings, purses 

and wallets have been taken. 

 Do not offer transportation. This can put you at great risk. 

 Our office is not open on Sundays. A receptionist is provided to help church members with information and 

registrations, but cannot provide emergency assistance. 

 We do not write checks or have cash to hand out on Sunday or any other day. 

While we understand the compassionate impulse of our members, more harm than good may come from responding 

to an “emergency” situation. If you are asked to help, please tell people of our Wednesday assistance ministry or have 

them call 211. These guidelines apply to anyone asking for help at any time on church property. 
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Our annual Church Conference will take place on Monday, December 10. 

This is a time to review and celebrate the current year and lift up a vision 

for the year ahead. It includes the pastors’ annual reports, recognition of 

outgoing and incoming committee members, and presentation of the 

“Volunteer of the Year” awards. Dinner is served in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 

p.m. with the meeting at 7:30 in the Sanctuary. Dinner reservations must be 

received in the church office by Thursday, December 6. The meal is $12, payable at the door.  

Volunteers are needed to help set tables, assist Chef Hollie in the kitchen, check in, and clean up. If you are interested, 

please contact Beckie Bower (248-646-6407 ext. 3144 or bbower@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Church Conference 

Did you miss the Forum on the 2019 General Conference? You can watch the video on the church website! United 

Methodists from throughout our district gathered on Friday for an informational forum on the 2019 General 

Conference (GC): The Church and Human Sexuality – Finding a Way Forward. The forum offered discussions on the 

UMC history with issues related to human sexuality; why we are having a special GC session in 2019 focused on these 

issues; how the special session will proceed and what can we expect as possible outcomes; and what might those GC 

outcomes mean for the greater UMC and our own local church in terms of teachings, policies and practices.  

Video: Forum on the 2019 General Conference 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:bbower@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/forum-2/
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This week in Shine we will continue our Experts series by talking about how to be engaged in 

the community. We welcome Rev. Jon Reynolds (Pastor Lindsey’s husband) to talk about his 

recent work at Cass Community UMC and how we, too, can seek connection in Birmingham 

and in our neighborhoods. 

This Friday is also Movie Night, sponsored by Shine! People are invited to gather at 5:30 p.m. 

for a quick dinner and then stay for Incredibles 2 at 6:00 and Marvel’s Black Panther closer to 

8:00. It is totally free—free food, movies, popcorn and snacks, and great company. I hope you 

will join us! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Community 

 

Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

 

Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

 

Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/birminghamFUMC) 

Let’s Get Social! 

This week at Berkley First we continue our series on What Jimmy Said with a look at 

taming the tongue. I’ll be up in the north woods, and the wonderful Rachael Dunlap is 

preaching in my absence. Don’t forget: this Sunday is our pot luck brunch, as well! 

Whether you come Thursday at 6:00 p.m. or Sunday at 10:00 a.m., plan on leaving with 

a full belly and some food for thought. 

Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Taming the Tongue 

December to-do list: Shop and wrap Christmas gifts, decorate the tree, 

write Christmas cards, and join an Advent study at church! This year we 

have two book options: All Earth is Waiting by Katie Dawson and Faithful: 

Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph by Adam Hamilton. Advent study 

groups begin the week of November 26. Books are available in the church 

office and Circuit Rider Bookstore. Contact Pastor Lindsey Hall 

(lhall@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3150) to join a group.  

Advent Book Study 

http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC
mailto:lhall@fumcbirmingham.org


Page 6 November 14, 2018 

Harvest with Thanksgiving: Feed a Brightmoor Family! Your $35 donation 

will feed an entire Brightmoor family a full Thanksgiving meal, or a $20 donation will 

help provide food. Included in their bag will be a turkey, pan, bag of potatoes and 

many non-perishable foods for a healthy holiday meal. Cash or check donations 

(payable to Birmingham First) will be accepted in the Children and Family Ministry 

office and at the Christian Life Center desk through November 16. Volunteers are 

also needed to pick up food and deliver to Brightmoor. Contact Kim Bowyer 

(kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Monthly Missions Goes to Pontiac….Our next Monthly Missions opportunity will 

take us to Pontiac, where we will volunteer for Micah6. Micah6’s vision is “Building the 

neighborhood that Pontiac deserves.” On Saturday, November 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m., we will help them work towards achieving that mission as we winterize 

gardens (weather permitting), paint inside homes, hang doors and do other light 

construction. They promise to put everyone to work! If you would like to volunteer or 

with questions, please contact Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Angel Tree Sunday….Join us on Sunday, November 18 to choose an angel to support this 

Christmas season. Angels will be available in Thomas Parlor after all services, and we will also 

be taking donations for food bags for the families of these angels. After choosing your angel, 

you may also volunteer to help during preparation (December 3-7) and on delivery day 

(December 8). Please prayerfully consider being part of this mission in any way you can, as it 

will touch the lives of many children and families throughout the metro area. If you  

have questions or would like more information, please contact Liz Rito (586-703-6495 or 

ejrito@gmail.com).  

Christmas Plant Delivery….Christmas is coming, and so are the beautiful plants! Visit 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday, where Lisa Marsh will help you sign up for Christmas plant delivery. 

Our members of 50+ years, seniors age 90+, and those who’ve lost a loved one in the last 

year have been identified on a map so you can choose the deliveries that are easiest for you. 

It’s a wonderful way to make a new friend, connect with members who are unable to get out, 

or introduce your children to the joy of giving. You may also sign up in the church office or 

contact Lisa (248-646-6407 ext. 3127 or lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Brightmoor is Hosting a Christmas Store on December 1. Last year 

they served nearly 200 households, which meant 347 adult and 483 children 

had a happier holiday. Volunteer your time to set up the store on Friday, 

November 30 or help at the store on Saturday, December 1. They need lots 

of new or gently used donations like winter coats and boots for children and 

adults, small appliances, toys and stuffed animals, blankets, and cans or boxes 

of non-perishable food. Financial donations are also welcome so we can 

purchase special things for the shoppers. Contact Mary Pickett (248-229-1459 or pickett.mary@gmail.com) to 

volunteer or with questions. Checks should be made out to “RBI” and left in members’ mail for Mary. Other donations 

can be labeled “Brightmoor” and left in the church office. We need to receive all donations by Tuesday, November 27. 

The people of Brightmoor are so grateful for your ongoing support! 

Opportunities to Serve 

mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:ejrito@gmail.com
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:pickett.mary@gmail.com


Happening This Week 

Wednesday, November 14 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m.  Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle 

11:00 a.m.  Aware! 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Eagle Court of 

Honor  

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:00 p.m. Giving Group 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, November 15 

8:30 a.m. Vehicle Task Force 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 Year Olds 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 Year Olds 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls  

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Everybody Always Book Talk 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday,  November 16 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

6:00 p.m. Movie Night 

6:30 p.m. Card making/Scrapbooking—

Berkley 

Saturday, November 17 

Nothing Scheduled 

Sunday, November 18 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Big Chapel 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Class 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

11:00 a.m. Pot Luck Brunch—Berkley 

12:00 p.m. Family Fun: Tree Ornaments—

Berkley 

5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

7:30 p.m. High School Bells 

Monday,    November 19 

8:00 a.m.     Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

11:30 a.m. Grief with Grace 

11:30 a.m.   Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/

College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

4:00 p.m. JVS/Special Olympics 

7:00 p.m. Administrative Council 

7:00 p.m. Hunger Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Monday Adult Bible Study 

Tuesday,  November 20 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study  

9:45 a.m. C.O.W. Childcare 

10:00 a.m. W.O.W. Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

6:15 p.m. GRIP—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Pack 1082—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Church and Society Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. W.O.W. at Night 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Wednesday, November 21 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Aging Ain’t for Sissies 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

Thursday,  November 22 

Happy Thanksgiving!  

Building Closed 

Friday, November 23 

Building Closed 
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The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin in the 

Sanctuary, Rev. Lindsey Hall at Shine, and Rev. Suzanne 

Walls at Berkley. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Ted and Arlene Wanamaker in memory of 

Marge Kemp, a beloved family member who died in 

October. 

The Missions Candle is lit in honor of Paul and Jackie 

Keller’s 42nd wedding anniversary and God’s 

Thanksgiving blessing of their children and grandchildren. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to  

Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 17:11-19 

“Missing Thanksgiving” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Now Thank We All Our God” 

“We Gather Together” 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Anthems 

“Festive Toccata on Old Hundredth” – Celebration  

“Bwana Asifiwe” – Covenant Choir 

“Come With Thanksgiving” – Disciple Choir 

“Great is the Lord” – Chancel Choir 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Genesis 12:1-4a 

Experts: “Community” 

Rev. Jon Reynolds 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

 

The Table 
Thursdays: 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion  

in the Social Hall 

James 3:2-10 

What Jimmy Said: “Taming the Tongue” 

Rachael Dunlap 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

James 3:2-10 

What Jimmy Said: “Taming the Tongue” 

Rachael Dunlap 
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