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“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 

every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 

from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  

(Philippians 1:3-6, NRSV) 

Thank you for your amazing generosity and for believing 

in the ministry that we do together in the name of Jesus 

Christ at Birmingham and Berkley First. Your 

commitments plant the seeds of harvests yet to come in 

the lives of children, families and individuals in our 

church, our communities, and our world. Following Ingathering Sunday, we have received 

335 commitments to our Operating Budget to date totaling $1,379,178 and 168 

commitments to Home Fires (our building maintenance and improvement fund) totaling 

$167,097. This is ahead of where we were last year around the same time. We’ve had 39 

new commitments to our Operating Budget and 23 new commitments to Home Fires. 

If you were not in worship together with us last week, you missed the tasty cider and donuts. It’s not too late, 

however, to drop off your commitment card in the church office, mail it in, or fill it out online at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving as we continue to rejoice in God’s harvest among us and plant seeds that we might 

impact lives with the Gospel of Jesus Christ well into the future. 

While the rain fell on the earth on Sunday afternoon, our first Trunk or Treat moved indoors. The rain did not stop so 

many of you who dressed up to pass out treats. Thanks to our Children, Student and Family Ministry staff, as well as to 

all of the volunteers who helped to make it such a success, as children from our church and community came out and 

filled the Christian Life Center. You could see so much joy on their faces throughout our time together. 

This Sunday, in the main sanctuary at Birmingham First, we’ll pause again to give thanks and to celebrate the lives of the 

saints who’ve entered the Church eternal and triumphant, as well as those whose remains have been inhumed in our 

Memorial Garden since last year on All Saints Sunday. Their lives, their gifts, and their witness have planted seeds of 

faith, hope and love among us that will continue to bear fruit for generations to come. They remain a blessing to us 

forever. I look forward to seeing you as we remember, give thanks, and lift their families in our prayers. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

Bearing Fruit 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/annual-giving-commitment-form/
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Our Church Family 
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

October 22: Mary Jane Bond, Fran Hayes, Dave Lepper, Morris Sartell 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the family 

of Belle Sonoma Bayless, who was baptized on October 26. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title 

“The Time of Reaping,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248- 

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that Daylight Saving Time ends this weekend. Remember to turn your clocks back an 

hour before going to bed Saturday night. Enjoy the extra hour of sleep, and still get to 

worship on time! 

….that you really came through when we asked for hosta plants for the Chambliss 

Outdoor Worship Center! Our Landscape Committee planted nearly 100 donated hostas on Saturday. Thank you! 

….that the Winter/Spring Program Guide is a catalog of all our offerings, January through May 2019. If you have a 

new group or program starting this winter and would like to include it, please submit your article to Janet Smylie in the 

church office by Thursday, November 1. The Winter/Spring Program Guide will be distributed in December. If you have 

any questions, please contact Janet (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121).  

….that a portion of the Ward Library collection is missing. If you have borrowed a book without leaving the card, 

please return it. Or if you know that books have been moved to another area, please contact the church office. 

….that Christian Classic Book Club meets on Wednesday, November 7 to discuss Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan 

Paton. All are welcome to join the discussion at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214. 

….that the Missions Candle ($30) is available on November 18 and 25. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 

ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve a date. 

….that AmazonSmile is increasing the donation rate to charities to 5%, ten times the usual rate, when you shop 

through November 2. Just visit smile.amazon.com, log into your Amazon account as you normally would, choose First 

United Methodist Church as your charity, and start shopping. It’s that easy! If you have any questions, please contact 

Holly Pisano (hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3133).  

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Students and Families 
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First , sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and 

children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children 

and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. Led by 

clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents is Sunday, November 11 at 9:30 a.m. Baptisms 

will take place during worship on December 16 and 30. Please contact Janet Smylie (248- 

646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the class or to schedule 

a baptism.  

Calling all Middle and High School Students looking for a super fun and rewarding way 

to spend your winter Saturday mornings! Unite 3 on 3 is looking for refs to join our 2019 

team. The season runs January-March and the hours are flexible; work as many weeks as you 

can during our 8-week season. We will train you for all you need to know. Liking to hang out 

with kids K-5th grade is a must! Also looking for registration desk help if “off the court” is 

more your strength. You can earn money towards mission trips, a pay check, or community 

service hours. Please contact Beth Torrey (btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org) for more details or 

to interview.  

 

Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

 

Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

 

Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/birminghamFUMC) 

Let’s Get Social! 

Bill Ritter Book Signing 

Bill Ritter’s new book, On Playing the Back Nine, has been published and will be available for 

distribution at a book signing during the coffee hours on Sunday, November 11. Cost for the 

book is $14, of which Bill and Kris will donate $7 for each book sold to Birmingham First.   

Stop by for a book and to say hello! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
http://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC


You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First! Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

 Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

 Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Make Your Mark—High School newsletter 

 Middle School Newsletter 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

 Birmingham First Contemporary Service—Updates on sermon series and activities at our 

contemporary service 

 Berkley First Newsletter 

Stay in Touch 
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Merry Mates 
Dr. Carl Price will present a program with pictures and music featuring Denali National Park and Autumn on the 

Tundra. It will be beautiful and enjoyable to see. Arrive at 6:00 p.m., and at 6:30 enjoy a delicious gourmet dinner ($15) 

with our friendly and welcoming group of all ages, singles and couples, on Friday, November 16. RSVP to Sharon and 

Bob Pierce (sharonbobpierce@gmail.com or 248-364-4438) by early evening on Sunday, November 11. 

Chef Hollie will teach basic food handling/safety training here at Birmingham First. We encourage all committee and 

ministry leaders and any volunteers to attend. Please pass this information to anyone who would benefit from this 

training. We are requiring that at least one trained individual be present whenever their group is using the kitchen. 

Choose training on Wednesday, November 7 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. or Tuesday, November 13 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

Registration is required in the church office. A certificate of attendance will be given to those who participate.  

Food Handling/Safety Training 

Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class that will provide 

you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next 

steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. Associate clergy and ministry leaders will 

also attend. The session will be relaxed and informative as you learn more about 

the United Methodist Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of 

the session there will be a short joining ceremony for those who decide to 

become members.  

Join us on Sunday, November 11 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Birmingham Campus. We would love to be your church 

family! There is a place for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142) for 

more details.  

Discover First 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:sharonbobpierce@gmail.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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This week in Shine we will begin our November series called Experts. Throughout the month 

we are going to hear from different people who have expertise on differing topics.  

Our Experts this week will talk about poverty and homelessness. We will hear from Mary 

Gladstone-Highland, who has been a church and community worker in multiple contexts, and 

from Jayesh Patel, president and managing attorney for Street Democracy, which offers legal 

services for people living in poverty. We will also talk about poverty in the Bible. 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Knowledge Shared 

 

At The Table on Thursday night as well as on Sunday morning at Berkley First, we’re kicking 

off a new series this week: What Jimmy Said. Through the month of November, we’ll explore 

together themes like wisdom, taming the tongue, and the prayer of faith as laid out in the 

book of James. It all starts this week with a look at faith and deeds. Learn and grow with us 

from this convicting and inspiring book of the Bible. 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

Berkley First: Faith and Deeds 

Forum on the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference 
The 2019 special session of the General Conference of the global United 

Methodist Church will be held in St. Louis, Missouri from February 23-26.  

The General Conference (GC) is the top policymaking body of the Church.  

It can revise church law, as well as adopt resolutions, on current moral, social, 

and policy issues. The GC can also adopt changes to the governance structure 

of the worldwide Church. In short, what happens at the GC can directly and 

dramatically impact every local United Methodist Church, including our own.  

The GC deserves the attention of every United Methodist. The St. Louis special session of the GC will consider only 

matters pertaining to the church’s teachings, policies and practices regarding human sexuality. These are divisive 

matters within the UMC, and the GC delegates will seek a path forward that addresses our differences while holding us 

together as a worldwide connectional church. The stakes could not be higher.   

So, if you can’t make it to St. Louis in February, our Church and Society Ministry is offering the next best thing to being 

there. On Friday, November 9 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center, join United Methodists from 

throughout our district for an informational forum on the 2019 General Conference: The Church and Human Sexuality 

– Finding a Way Forward. The forum will offer discussions on UMC history with issues related to human sexuality; why 

we are having a special GC session in 2019 focused on these issues; how the special session will proceed and what can 

we expect as possible outcomes; and what might those GC outcomes mean for the greater UMC and our own local 

church in terms of teachings, policies and practices. Forum speakers will include our district superintendent Rev.  Dr. 

Charles Boayue and several General Conference delegates from the Detroit Annual Conference.  
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Advent by Candlelight 2018: #BeTheShe 
“Blessed is she who believes what the Lord has declared over her.” (Luke 1:45)  

#BeTheShe is a reminder that we can be the women God has purposed us to be!  

Calling all ladies who have never come to Advent by Candlelight: We want you 

to experience what so many ladies have in the past. Sign up to sit at the communal table. 

Bring a neighbor, bring your mother-in-law, bring a friend. All are welcome at this table! 

Let us do all the work for you; just come and spend a wonderful evening preparing for the 

Advent season.  

Advent by Candlelight is offered on Monday, November 26 and Tuesday, November 27 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. It is an 

evening of worship, music, dessert and fellowship shared with the women of our church and community. Sign up to 

attend by contacting Melinda Stone (mctaggartstone@yahoo.com or 248-765-3909), or use SignUp Genius at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-twooptions. 

Christmas Wish Lists from the Methodist Children’s Home foster care children will be available this Sunday, 

November 4, during the coffee hours. If you can find it in your heart, please stop by our table and choose a wish list.  

Harvest with Thanksgiving: Feed a Brightmoor Family! Your $35 donation will 

feed an entire Brightmoor family a full Thanksgiving meal, or a $20 donation will help 

provide food. Included in their bag will be a turkey, pan, bag of potatoes and many non-

perishable foods for a healthy holiday meal. Cash or check donations (payable to 

Birmingham First) will be accepted in the Children and Family Ministry office and at the 

Christian Life Center desk through November 16. Volunteers are also needed on 

November 8 and 16 to pick up food and deliver to Brightmoor. Contact Kim Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Monthly Missions Goes to Pontiac….Our next Monthly Missions opportunity will 

take us to Pontiac, where we will volunteer for Micah6. Micah6’s vision is “Building the 

neighborhood that Pontiac deserves.” On Saturday, November 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m., we will help them work towards achieving that mission as we winterize 

gardens (weather permitting), paint inside homes, hang doors and do other light 

construction. They promise to put everyone to work! If you would like to volunteer or 

with questions, please contact Carrie Morse (cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Opportunities to Serve 

Job Posting 
Part-time Custodian for Birmingham Campus, approximately 15 hours per week. Job descriptions and 

applications are available in the church office and on the church website. For more information, contact Tony Kotwicki 

(building@fumcbirmingham.org) or Sue Dale (sdale@fumcbirmingham.org). 

mailto:mctaggartstone@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-twooptions
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:cmorse@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:building@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sdale@fumcbirmingham.org


Happening This Week 

Wednesday, October 31 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m.  Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursday, November 1 

9:00 a.m. Missions Leadership Team  

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 Year Olds 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 Year Olds 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:30 a.m. Desert Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls  

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

6:00 p.m. The Table Worship—Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday,  November 2 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. High School Lock-in 

Saturday, November 3 

9:00 a.m. Middle School Fall Clean Up 

9:30 a.m. Beginning Karate 

Sunday, November 4 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Class 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Mentor Group 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

9:30 a.m. Coffee, Conversation and 

Connection 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights 

11:00 a.m. Sunday Scholar 

11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer—Berkley 

11:30 a.m. Theology 101—Berkley 

12:00 p.m. Heart Saver CPR Training—

Berkley 

5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Bells 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

7:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

7:30 p.m. High School Bells 

Monday,    November 5 

8:00 a.m.     Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m.     Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:30 a.m.   Stretch 4 Life 

12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

6:15 p.m. Singing Bowls—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Monday Adult Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. SPRC 

Tuesday,  November 6 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study  

9:45 a.m. C.O.W. Childcare 

10:00 a.m. W.O.W. Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens & Teens 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Nominations Committee 

7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Social Dance—Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. W.O.W. at Night 

Wednesday, November 7 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m.  Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Post Rummage Meeting 

2:00 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Northern Tier 

Planning Meeting 

6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 1032 

6:30 p.m. Food Handling/Safety 

Training 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 1032 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
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The Liturgists are Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 8:15 and 

9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, and Rev. Suzanne Walls 

at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Richard Baird and Eric 

Bentlage by Fran Bentlage and her daughters. 

The Missions Candle is lit in honor of Doug and Jane 

Carvell’s 40th wedding anniversary.  

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to  

Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Sunday, November 4, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

All Saints Sunday 

John 11:32-44 

“Faith Unbound” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“For All the Saints” 

“Hymn of Promise” 

Anthems 

“Come with Grateful Hearts” - Sonshine Choir 

“He’s Got the Whole World” - Cherub Choir 

“And All Shall Be Amen and Alleluia” - Chancel Choir 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Isaiah 58:9-12 

Experts: “Poverty” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

 

The Table 
Thursdays: 

6:00 p.m. dinner, 6:30 worship, 7:00 discussion  

in the Social Hall 

James 2:14-18 

What Jimmy Said: “Faith and Deeds” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

James 2:14-18 

What Jimmy Said: “Faith and Deeds” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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