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I mages of devastation from Hurricane Florence and the rains and flooding 

experienced in its aftermath; news from across the globe of Super Typhoon 

Mangkhut and its impact on the Philippines. When natural disasters do not dominate the 

news, the challenges we face seem no less daunting : Healthcare, immigration, climate 

change, civil rights, deficits, political gridlock… 

And, be it the magnitude of the devastation following hurricanes and typhoons (or wild 

fires, or earthquakes, or…) or the intransigent problems we face as a country, one 

wonders what difference we can make. Can any one of us make a difference? Is there 

anything we can do? 

This Sunday in our sanctuary worship we continue our “A Place for You…”series. This 

week our focus will be on service:  “A Place for You to Serve.”  Our scripture for the 

sermon is John 6:1-13; the miracle most often referred to as Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand, the only miracle story 

that appears in all four gospels. 

I believe that calling this miracle of “Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand” is incomplete. The account of this miracle in 

John’s gospel is unique in mentioning that the five loaves and two fish that Jesus used to feed masses came from “a lad,” 

a child. There was divine action, but that was just half of the miracle equation. The other half was the action of a child 

who offered all that he had in response to a great need that he saw. Jesus and a child fed the five thousand. 

In the face of overwhelming need, when the challenges we face are daunting, we can follow the example of the child in 

the gospel story. He did not worry about whether what he might offer would make a difference. Instead, he offered 

what he had. He was selfless in doing what he could. And, Jesus did the rest. We can offer what we have. We can be 

selfless in doing what we can. And, we can trust God to take our gifts to accomplish miracles beyond our own 

imagining. 

The child in the miracle story played a critical role. Children and youth are important in our life together. During our 

11:00 a.m. sanctuary worship we will commission this year’s confirmand class. Please join us as we pray God’s blessings 

on them for their journey in faith to confirmation. And, please be sure to check our website, www.fumcbirmingham.org 

for information on how you can contribute to disaster relief through UMCOR, our United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (www.umcor.org) 

Blessings,  

Pastor Shawn 

 

 

A Place for You ...To Serve 
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Our Church Family 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Chris and Ashley Gailey and family on the death of his 

father, Robert Gailey, on September 12.  

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the family 

of Thomas Daniel Busch, who was baptized on September 16. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s message is by Greg LaBrake 

with the title “Return, O Wanderer, Return.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by 

our automated system. 

….that Esther Circle will resume their monthly gatherings on Wednesday, September 26 

at 10:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor. This is a United Methodist Women’s group and all are 

invited. Betty Emmert will speak about how she became a long-time active member of our 

church. Call Claudia Crosby (248-549-0969) if you have a question. 

….that Sharing Our Stories changed the time for their meetings. The next meeting is 

Thursday, September 27 at 10:30 a.m. in the Ritter Room #217. Join them to grow more 

comfortable in sharing the stories of the people, places and events in your life that have 

drawn you closer to God. 

….that Brightmoor now has two social workers at the Brightmoor Free Store every Saturday to help shoppers solve 

a wide range of issues.. You can learn more about this and other new programs at the annual Brightmoor brunch on 

Sunday, September 30. Get more information and sign up for the brunch during the coffee hours on Sunday.  

….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on October 7 and 28. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 

3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to reserve a date.  

….that we are collecting money for the people that experienced the Florence disaster. Please give to UMCOR online, 

on the FUMCbirmingham.org website or in an envelope turned into the office. We keep these people in our prayers. 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer Re-

quest Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in the 

Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3350
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Students and Families 
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First, sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

College Addresses….Now that your student is settled at college, don’t forget to drop us 

an email with their new address! We will send college care packets the week of October 7, 

and would appreciate having your student’s address for this school year. Please send 

addresses to Mackenzie Hibbard (mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org). Packets are intended 

for active participants of Birmingham First.  

College Care Packet Volunteers are needed to contribute items for the college care 

packets and/or help assemble the packets on Sunday, October 7 at 10:30 a.m. To volunteer 

or for more details, contact Sue Smith (248-730-3040 or sue.smith@beach.com).  

Employment Opportunity 
Co-Coordinator of High School Ministry….Student Ministries is adding support 

to our High School Ministry team with a new position of a Co-Coordinator of High 

School Ministry. This is a part-time, 10 hour per week position to support and grow 

ministry and mission offerings for high school students. The candidate should have a 

love for students, strong organizational skills and a desire work with a team of staff 

and volunteers to provide excellent programming. The co-coordinator position will 

work with a team to ensure the continued success of Sunday programming, mission 

opportunities and communication with parents and students. Job description and applications are available in the church 

main office or the church website. 

Technology Assistant...Provides technical assistance and support to end users on the application of technologies and 

resolution of technical issues. This is a part -time, 8 to 10 hour a week position. Job descriptions and applications 

available in the main office and online. Please direct questions to Shawn Lewis-Lakin at ext. 3155. 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beach.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/


You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First! Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

 Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

 Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Make Your Mark—High School newsletter 

 Middle School Newsletter 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

 Birmingham First Contemporary Service—Updates on sermon series and activities at our 

contemporary service 

 Berkley First Newsletter 

Stay in Touch 
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“Go and Do” Men’s Conference 
How do your faith, your beliefs, your life inside of the church relate to 

your daily life? Are they connected, consistent? When it comes to living a 

life that God longs for us to lead, “the church” is something we go and 

do!  

Men from the church and community are invited to attend this one-day 

conference at Birmingham First on Saturday, October 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m. In addition to teaching sessions with special guest speaker Scott 

Chostek, choose from workshops led by Bill Ritter, Carl Price, and our 

current pastors. Cost is $25 and includes breakfast and dinner catered by “Tony’s Wife,” lunch from the Red Coat 

Tavern food truck, and a corn hole tournament. For more information and to register, go to fumcbirmingham/org.men. 

Scholarship support is available; contact Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin (248-646-6407 ext. 3155). 

Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one-session class that will provide you with the knowledge, resources and 

relationships needed to take your next steps at Birmingham and Berkley First. Associate clergy and ministry leaders will 

also attend. The session will be relaxed and informative as you learn more about the United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. Near the end of the session there will be a short joining ceremony for those who decide 

to become members. Choose one of these sessions: 

Sunday, September 23 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Birmingham First 

or 

Wednesday, September 26 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Berkley First 

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at 

Birmingham and Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 

3142) for more details.  

Discover First 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/men/
mailto:MFeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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As we continue our Reframe series, this week we will talk about our stress and anxiety and 

the way God can work within. In the midst of our crazy busy fall we can still find ways to find 

rest in and through God. God in Christ tells us that we can lay our heavy burdens upon God 

and trust that God will shoulder our load. How can we practically connect to our faith in 

Christ to find rest? 

Are you looking for something that will bring joy instead of stress? Feel free to join me on the 

Crop Walk on Sunday, donate some food to our Hands 4 Detroit food drive (Sept. 23rd or 

30th), or attend the Redford Brightmoor Initiative Brunch coming up on September 30th! 

Find joy by making a difference for others. 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: For Those Who are Weary 

How can we honor God with our work? In what ways can work be a living testimony? This 

week, as we continue our Office Hours series at Berkley First, we’ll explore what it means to 

work with integrity.  

 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

Berkley First: Work with Integrity 

New! “The Table” Worship at Berkley First 
Are you looking for a midweek boost? Are you, or someone you know, unavailable to worship on Sunday mornings? 

The Table at Berkley First is gearing up for launch! Beginning October 11, this weekly Thursday night worship 

experience will include: 

Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Worship at 6:30 p.m. 

Discussion at 7:00 p.m. 

Children’s programming from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

Spread the word, and we hope to see you there! For more information, please contact Pastor Zack Dunlap 

(zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org)  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/contemporary/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
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Opportunities to Fight Hunger 
Hands 4 Detroit Food Collection Drive….Who has the most school spirit? Hunger 

Ministry is once again sponsoring this friendly competition between U of M, MSU and all the 

other colleges/universities that are near and dear to our hearts. Our food/personal products 

donations will be joined with those from other Metro Detroit churches to stock local food 

pantries. Remember to bring your bag(s) filled with non-perishable food to Birmingham First 

on September 23 and 30, where they will be tallied and we’ll determine just who has the 

most spirit!   More information and suggested donation list. 

The CROP Hunger Walk is Coming! Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk is this Sunday, September 

23. Plan now to walk with us! Questions? Contact Gayle Guenther (jagguenther@gmail.com 

or 248-514-1836).  

 Create a team or walk as an individual by signing up at here. 

 Birmingham First will again be hosting the CROP Hunger Walk. If you would like to help 

us on Walk Day, please give call Gayle. No experience necessary, and it’s a lot of fun! 

Opportunities to Serve 

Hands 4 Detroit Service Day….On Saturday, October 6, Birmingham First volunteers will join 

volunteers from other churches and organizations to work on a variety of community service 

projects in neighborhoods across Detroit. Our Church and Society Ministry will have a Hands 4 

Detroit volunteer sign up table during the coffee hours on Sunday, or visit their website at 

hands4detroit.org.  

Fall Cleaning = UMW Rummage Sale Donations! Fall is an excellent time to clean 

closets and start your donation pile for the UMW Rummage Sale. The sale’s success depends 

on donations of quality used clothing and household items. Quality used clothing, household 

items and furniture are needed for the UMW Rummage Sale. Please donate items in good 

working condition without rips, stains or chips.  Please safety pin or fold matching pair items 

(socks, gloves) and mark sheet sizes. Visit the church website for lists of items needed and 

those not accepted, dates, times, and volunteer information. To schedule pickup of large 

furniture items, contact Debbie Berg (umwrummagetruck@yahoo.com or 248-798-4898) by October 7. To 

volunteer, please call Lisa Lyon (248-763-8056) or the Birmingham First church office (248-646-1200).  

Art & Soul Ministry would love to have you as a volunteer for the coming year! What do 

we do? We plan art projects for the participants, who are homeless or formerly homeless. 

We have even shown our work at ArtPrize in Grand Rapids. Where? Central United 

Methodist Church in Detroit. When? Thursdays weekly from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Please 

join us for this very rewarding volunteer activity helping others. For more information, 

contact Ann Windley (awindley@att.net). 

Trunk or Treat...Groups and individuals, please join Children & Family Ministry with our church-sponsored 

Halloween event. We hope to have 40 groups park their cars in our parking lot, open their trunks or the back of their 

vehicles and decorate them. Then they pass out candy from their trunks. The event provides a safe family environment 

for trick or treaters. Our hope is to reach new families and grow Birmingham First! For questions contact Kim Bowyer 

at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org. Register a vehicle at our SignUpGenius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/508044FAEAC2BA5FC1-trunk. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/hands4detroit-food-drive/
mailto:jagguenther@gmail.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/crop-walk/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/hands4detroit-service-day/
http://hands4detroit.org/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/adult-ministries/united-methodist-women/umw-rummage-sale/
mailto:umwrummagetruck@yahoo.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/missions-and-service/outside-our-walls/art-soul/
mailto:awindley@att.net
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044FAEAC2BA5FC1-trunk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044FAEAC2BA5FC1-trunk.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044FAEAC2BA5FC1-trunk.


Happening This Week 
Wednesday, September 19 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word For Working Women 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. GRIP  

9:00 a.m.  Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m.  Board of Trustees Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parent Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, September 20 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 Year Olds 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 Year Olds 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

7:00 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 

Friday,  September 21 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

6:00 p.m. 45 Christians 

Saturday, September 22 

8:00 a.m. Get Out and Volunteer /

Berkley 

Sunday,  September 23 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Class 

9:30 a.m. Faith Builders 

9:30 a.m. Parents of Adolescents  

9:30 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Fresh Insights 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School: thru 5th grade 

11:00 a.m.  Potluck Brunch—Berkley 

12:00 p.m. Curriculum Training—Berkley 

12:30 p.m. Living Faithfully 

1:00 p.m. Crop Walk Registration 

5:00 p.m. Discover First 

5:00 p.m.    High School Youth Group 

5:00 p.m. Middle School Handbells 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:30 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

7:30 p.m. High School Handbells 

Monday,    September 24 

8:00 a.m.     Strength Training 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m.     Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Caring Ministry 

10:00 a.m. Gospel of John 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. MahJong 

11:30 a.m.   Stretch 4 Life 

12:15 p.m. Clergy Team 

12:45 p.m. Parents of High School/College 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Administrative Counsel 

Meeting 

7:00 p.m. The Gospel of John 

7:00 p.m. Monday Adult Bible Study 

Tuesday,  September 25 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Men 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study  

9:45 a.m. C.O.W. Childcare 

10:00 a.m. W.O.W. Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:00 p.m. GRIP Tweens & Teens 

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

7:00 p.m. Social Dance—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Forgotten Books of the Bible 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Evening Study—

Berkley 

7:30 p.m. Adult Basketball 

7:30 p.m. W.O.W. at Night 

Wednesday, September 26 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:30 a.m. Word for Working Women 

9:00 a.m. Walk In Ministry 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. GRIP  

9:00 a.m.  Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Aware! 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle 

12:30 p.m. Bridge in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Mahjong 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Discover First/Berkley 

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack #1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

7:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, September 27 

9:00 a.m. GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m.     Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 2 Year Olds 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: 1 Year Olds 

10:30 a.m. Sharing Our Stories 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Infants 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

2:30 p.m. High School Hang Out 

4:15 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

6:00 p.m. The Table/Rehearsal—

Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 
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The Liturgists are Rev. Elbert Dulworth at 8:15 and 

9:30, Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00, Rev. Elbert Dulworth at 

Shine, and Rev. Suzanne Walls at Berkley. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Merrill Haviland in loving memory of 

Rebecca Young. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to  

Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

                                                               Sunday, September 23, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

John 6:1-14 

“A Place for You...To Serve” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Hymns 

“God of Grace and God of Glory” 

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

“Lord, Whose Love Though Humble Service”  

Anthems 

“Psalm of Hope”  

“Christ the Light” 

Chancel Choir 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Reframe: 

“Anxiety and Stress / I Will Give You Rest 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Proverbs 11:1-6 

Office Hours: 

“Work with Integrity” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/worship/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/contemporary/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/

