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Nourishment for the Road Ahead 

T he last few days of summer are flying by as we approach this Labor Day 

weekend. Where has the time gone? On the other hand, if the weather 

were any predictor of an approaching autumn season, I don’t know that we’d realize 

that the fall is upon us. The heat waves at the end of August have been a good 

reminder that summer is not over just yet. While many get their last few days of 

recreation in, others are preparing for school and fuller schedules at home and 

work. 

One day, following a very full schedule that included feeding over five thousand 

people with five loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus had stepped away from the 

crowds for a moment. It wasn’t long, however, before the crowds found him and 

caught up with him yet again. When they did, they wondered how he had slipped away. Knowing that they had been 

searching for him because they had experienced a miracle that caused them to be physically full, he instructed them, 

“Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life which the Son of Man will give 

you.” (John 6:27, NRSV) 

As summer draws to a close and our work schedules pick up again, we quickly fall back into our routines. Were 

summer vacations just quick moments of respite so that we might get back into our daily grinds? Or is there something 

from our time away that we take with us as we journey back towards days that are more filled with activities and 

work? 

When the crowds gather around Jesus because he’s provided bread for their bodies, Jesus invites them to partake of 

the bread that nurtures their souls and spirits. He goes on to tell them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 

will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35, NRSV) Jesus invites the crowds to 

incorporate their personal experiences into their faith journey that they might continue to be nourished for the road 

ahead. 

If you haven’t already picked up a copy of the Fall Program Guide, I want to invite you to check it out. You can find the 

link on the home page of the church website. Throughout the guide, you will find plenty of opportunities across our 

campuses to learn and serve together as we seek to receive, share, and live as bread for our world. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/summer-program-guide-100-activities-summer-2/


Page 2 August 29, 2018 

Our Church Family 
Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

August 28: Diana Ruprich 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Elizabeth Zahm and Anne Suter-Mueller and family on the 

death of their mother, Margaret A. Suter, who died in April. 

New Members from June….We hope you will give a big welcome to each and every one!  

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “A 

Time of Recreation,” and next week’s message is by Andy McMillan. To listen, call 248-646-

6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that a tour of Methodist Children’s Village will be offered on Thursday, September 6 

at 10:00 a.m. We will leave Birmingham First at 9:45 a.m. and probably car pool (depending 

on our numbers). Please sign up in the church office. If you have any questions, contact 

Nancy Overman (248-646-5360).  

….that the Altar Flowers ($60) are available on September 30, and the Missions Candle ($30) is available on 

September 9, 16 and 23. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) for 

more information or to reserve a date.  

….that when the church office is closed and you have an emergency that requires a minister, you can call the church 

office to get the Pastor-on-Call Phone Nnumber (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage 

you to use this number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need urgent 

pastoral care during the weekend or evening hours. 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

Janet Chamberlain Julie Chamberlain Mark LeDuc Michelle LeDuc 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children, Students and Families 
For information about our Children, Student and Family Ministry activities  

(Crib through High School): 

Check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids, sign up under  

“E-mail Subscriptions” on the church website for the First Kids Online Newsletter, the Middle School Online Newsletter  

and the High School Online Newsletter, or contact us at mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Calling All Chefs! Student Ministry is looking for volunteer chefs to help prepare dinner 

for hungry middle and high school students on Sunday evenings. If you love to cook and 

can prepare food for large groups of approximately 60-100 people with help from other 

adults, then this is a great volunteer opportunity for you. We are seeking chefs to 

commit to one Sunday evening or more per month. If you have a passion for food, like to 

work with adults, and want to support middle and high school students, please sign up to 

be a part of our Youth Group Dinner Chef Team. Chefs will have assistance from 3-4 

parent volunteers each Sunday and the grocery shopping can be done for you. New chef 

volunteers will receive kitchen safety and equipment training. Youth Group meets Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:30 p.m., 

September through April. For more information and details, please contact Megan Klapp (248-646-6407 ext. 3124 or 

mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org).  

College Addresses….As you take your student to college this month, don’t forget to drop us an email with their 

new address! We will send college care packets the week of October 7, and would appreciate having your student’s 

address for this school year. Please send addresses to Mackenzie Hibbard (mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org). Packets 

are intended for active participants of Birmingham First. 

Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and 

children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, 

children and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the 

church. Led by clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents is Sunday, September 9 at 

9:30 a.m. Baptisms will take place during worship on September 16 and November 18. 

Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to 

register for the class or to schedule a baptism.  

Cass Tiny Home Update….Thank you for helping the high school students reach their $40,000 goal to be the first 

youth group to build a Cass Tiny Home. We are working with Cass this month to learn the details of the build, and we 

will be asking for help from the congregation later this fall and winter. Please watch Steeple Notes for ways you can help 

our students build a Cass Tiny Home. Questions? Contact Mackenzie Hibbard, High School Coordinator (248-646-

6407 ext. 3129 or mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org). 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/programs-by-age/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mklapp@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mhibbard@fumcbirmingham.org
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Fall Classes for Adults 
Christian Classic Book Club meets monthly to discuss great books from a theological perspective. All are invited to 

join us on Wednesday, September 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Wesley Room #214 for a discussion of Pillars of the Earth by 

Ken Follett. There is a one-time $10 fee. The book list for the year will be available soon. 

Faith Builders Class….Are you are interested in growing your faith? Our Faith Builders adult Sunday School class is 

for you! This group embraces differences and allows people to share their thoughts in an open-ended discussion based 

on scripture, facilitated by Karen Carter and others. We meet in the Ward Library at 9:30 a.m. beginning September 9. 

Questions? Contact Karen (248-254-2354 or karen.sue.carter@gmail.com).  

Monday Night Adult Bible Study will take up a seven-week study of some of Jesus’ parables beginning Monday, 

September 10 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 230. Resource guides can be picked up in the church office. Mike Barratt will 

collect payment for the resource guides in class. Please read and be prepared to discuss Chapter 1.  

Unfinished Christian Women is a fellowship/study/mission women’s group that meets on Thursday nights. If you 

would like to find out more, be our guest at a welcome back dinner on Thursday, September13 at 7:00 p.m. in Thomas 

Parlor. We’re always happy to make new friends! Questions? Contact Kris Kettering (kris.kettering@gmail.com).  

Welcome to the Staff! 

We are excited to introduce some new members of our church staff: 

Karen Plants 

Outreach Coordinator 

Victoria Hogg 

Assistant Director of 

First Kids Preschool 

“The Table” Worship at Berkley First 
Are you looking for a midweek boost? Are you, or someone you know, unavailable to 

worship on Sunday mornings? The Table at Berkley First is gearing up for launch. 

Beginning October 11, this weekly Thursday night worship experience will include 

dinner at 6:00 p.m., worship at 6:30, and a time of discussion at 7:00. Children’s 

programming will be offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

Although we don’t “go public” until October, we will be hosting preview services and Launch Team training in 

September. If you’re interested in being a part of the Launch Team, please contact Pastor Zack Dunlap 

(zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org)  

mailto:karen.sue.carter@gmail.com
mailto:kris.kettering@gmail.com
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
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As we close our summer Bumper Sticker Christian sermon series, we will reflect on our last 

bumper sticker theme: “Don’t be a Bumper Sticker Christian.” We will talk about what it 

means to be more than a cliché when it comes to being a Christian. Instead, we can look to 

the Bible to tell us what we can do to more fully live into our full Christianity and show off 

the fruits of the Spirit in our lives.  

On September 9 we will start a new series examining some of the stress of fall and how we 

can see it anew in Christ. We will also have a wonderful kickoff event from 4:00-6:00 p.m. It 

will be a great day with music, games, food, fellowship, and a dunk tank. I hope you will join us 

in worship and for the celebration of fall—and bring a friend!  

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Don’t Be a Bumper Sticker Christian 

All-Church Fall Kickoff Event 
Start the fall off right with Fun, Food, Fellowship and Football! Our Fall Kickoff 

Event is Sunday, September 9 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Enjoy tailgating food prepared 

by Tony’s Wife. Work on your agility by running the obstacle course. Practice 

your field goal skills and test the accuracy of your arm by throwing a football. 

Enjoy the music of the “non-marching band” Who Dat Blues Band. Of course, the 

ever-popular dunk tank will return. For a small donation, you can send your 

favorite clergy person swimming, which is so much better than dousing them with 

a bucket of Gatorade. Proceeds will benefit the 22 missions we support.   

In addition to the Fun, Food, Fellowship and Football, we want to be a blessing to others as they 

also get ready for fall and the start of school. So Birmingham and Berkley First are partnering 

with Schulze Elementary School in Detroit (where we have tutored for years) to provide shoes 

for all their students to start the year off well. When you sponsor a child’s pair of shoes, we also 

ask you to pray for them to have a great start to the year. To participate in the Shoe Drive, stop 

by our table during the coffee hours on Sunday. You may also donate $20 per pair of shoes with 

your offering, through our new online Giving portal, or by texting a dollar amount followed by “shoes” (i.e. 20 shoes) 

to 248-368-0033. Students from Schulze will also attend the Kickoff Event.  

To volunteer to help at this event, please contact Mary Feldmaier or Karen Plants at 248-646-6407 ext. 3142. 

Labor Day, the first Monday of September, is a national holiday recognizing the contributions 

workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-being of our country. The celebration 

of Labor Day rightly reminds us of the dignity and value in labor. Yet, try as we might, our 

work does not redeem us, does not save us, does not bring us ultimate value. It is God’s 

abundant love—unearned and unmerited—that brings worth to life. So on the eve of Labor 

Day, this Sunday of Labor Day weekend, we are going to celebrate Grace Day (which, by the 

way, is every day!). I look forward to worshiping with you at Berkley this Sunday! 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Berkley First: Grace Day 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
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Opportunities to Serve 
Worship Greeters and Ushers are needed for all services. Please contact Mary Feldmaier (248-646-6407 ext. 3142 

or mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to sign up. 

Fall Kickoff Event….We are looking for a few enthusiastic volunteers for our Fall Kickoff Event on Sunday, 

September 9 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. We need people to take short videos with their phones, serve food, and monitor the 

participants at various games. Sign up on the Fall Kickoff page on the church website, or contact Karen Plants (248- 

646-6407 ext. 3146 or kplants@fumcbirmingham.org) with questions.  

Fantasy Football for Missions….Last year’s Fantasy Football for Missions game raised $4,500, and this year’s 

missions target is $5,000. Your $30 donation buys an entry into one of four 10-team leagues, with 100% of proceeds 

going to support Birmingham First missions. We will once again offer automatic drafting and team management options. 

Please sign up during the coffee hours on Sunday.  

Women’s Retreat in Manzanillo, Cuba….Next year we have a unique opportunity to participate in a retreat with 

members of our sister congregation in Manzanillo, Cuba. We will spend time getting to know the village of Manzanillo 

and the people of the Manzanillo Methodist Church. Members of our congregation who will be presenters at the 

retreat include Rev. Lindsey Hall, Rev. Barbara Lewis-Lakin, Rachael Dunlap and Karen Plants. After the retreat, we will 

travel to Santiago de Cuba for touring and cultural events that include music, dance and art. The trip is March 21-26, 

2019, and the total cost is $2,000. An orientation meeting will be held in Fellowship Hall on Monday, September 10 at 

6:00 p.m. For additional information and to sign up for the tour, please contact Ann Littleton (ages101885@aol.com or 

248-723-1929) or Rachael Dunlap (rdunlap@berkleyfirst.org or 734-620-3566). 

The Hunger Ministry Produce Table is open during the coffee hours on Sunday mornings through the beginning of 

October. Please feel free to drop off produce, herbs, flowers or plants to be sold by donation, with all proceeds going 

to fight hunger. If you have any questions, please contact Janine Friend (248-770-8162 or jfriend9966@aol.com).  

The CROP Hunger Walk is Coming! Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk 

is Sunday, September 23. Plan now to walk with us! Questions? Contact Gayle Guenther 

(jagguenther@gmail.com or 248-514-1836).  

 Online Walkers can start now. Create a team or walk as an individual by signing up at 

www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. 

 We are also on Facebook! Search under Birmingham/Bloomfield MI Area CROP Hunger 

Walk. Is your smiling face in the pictures of previous CROP Hunger Walks? 

 Prefer the envelope for donations? Walk envelopes will be available during the coffee hours in September. 

 Birmingham First will again be hosting the CROP Hunger Walk. If you would like to help us on Walk Day, please 

give call Gayle. No experience necessary, and it’s a lot of fun! 

Intercepted Note of Thanks 
I am feeling continued gratitude over my 25-plus years of organizing rides for each South Oakland Shelter guest each 

morning and evening so they can be where they need to be on time at their requested destination. It was wonderful to 

hear “yes” at each call for arrangements every evening during the week we were hosts. Thank you, one and all, for 

your willingness to help: Ross Carey, Shawn David, Bob Feldmaier, Mike Glass, Mike Gorman, Gayle Guenther, Ken 

Hamel, Kurt Jones, Mary Ann Laimbeer, Liz Larson-Shidler, Shanda Lowrey-Sachs, Laura Mason, Sarah McClelland, Rick 

Nauer, Karen Plants, Sue Schowalter, Frank Schweibold, Judy Turner, Jim and Merry Beth Valiquett, Carla Vaughn, 

Darrell White and Zeno Windley. —Geri Dunkle 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fall-kickoff-all-church-event/
mailto:kplants@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:rdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
mailto:jfriend9966@aol.com
mailto:jagguenther@gmail.com
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi


Happening This Week 
Wednesday, August 29 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

Thursday, August 30 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

Friday, August 31 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, September 1 

Christian Life Center Closed 

Sunday, September 2 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group—

Berkley 

11:20 a.m. A Time of Prayer 

Monday, September 3 

Labor Day—Building Closed 

Tuesday, September 4 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

700 p.m. Nominations Committee 

Wednesday, September 5 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Carvell) 

8:00 a.m. Stratford Trip 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troup #1032 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. UMW Executive Board  

8:00 p.m.  Wednesday Men’s Bible 

Study 

Thursday, September 6 

9:00 a.m. Meet the Teacher 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

4:00 p.m. SPARK Training 

Friday, September 7 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Sunday School Teacher 

Training—Berkley 
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Fall Worship Schedule Begins September 9 
Traditional Worship: Birmingham First Sanctuary 

The fall theme is A Place for You. We’ll explore together how God leads us to places of 

belonging, growing, and meaningful living.  

8:15 a.m. is a quiet setting for early risers. Includes hymns, choir and sermon. 

9:30 a.m. includes hymns, choirs and sermon. Nursery and Sunday School classes for 

children, youth, and adults are offered at this hour.  

11:00 a.m. includes hymns, choirs and sermon. Nursery and Sunday School for children 

through the 5th grade and classes for adults are offered at this hour.  

Shine Contemporary Worship: Christian Life Center 

The fall theme is Reframe. Join us to explore how the Bible shapes how we deal with life’s 

challenges. 

11:00 a.m. includes the Praise Band and sermon. Nursery and Sunday school for children through the 5th grade 

and classes for adults are offered at this hour. 

Berkley First Worship: Sanctuary 

The fall theme is Office Hours. The sermons will explore honoring God through our day-to-day work. 

10:00 a.m. includes a live band, sermon and communion. Nursery and Sunday School through the 5th grade are 

offered.  



The Liturgists are Todd Hibbard at 8:30 and Rev. 

Lindsey Hall at 10:00.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Tom and Rose-Marie Venier in memory of 

Marsha Lole’s mother, Lois McGlinsey. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Lon Bone in memory of 

Howard and Marge Bone. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist 

Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to  

Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Communion Sunday                                           September 2, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

John 6:24-35 

“Working for What?” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“I Come With Joy” 

“Become to Us the Living Bread” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be”  

Solos 

“A Simple Song” 

“Lord of the Small” 

Dorothy Duensing 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Galatians 5:22-6:2 

Bumper Sticker Christian: 

“Don’t Be a Bumper Sticker Christian” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Psalm 139:1-18 

Matthew 3:13-17 

“Grace Day” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A24-35&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-6%3A2&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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