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Healthy? 
Earlier this month, I went to my primary care physician for my annual physical. Ten days 

later, I accompanied my father to an appointment he had with his primary care physician. 

The good news is that we are both in relatively good health, at ages 58 and 88, 

respectively. 

We are both in relatively good health, at ages 58 and 88, respectively. It is a statement that 

raises the question of what “relatively good health” means. What does it mean to be 

healthy? What does being healthy mean for someone with a chronic disease or disability? 

And in an age of “modern medicine,” how do we understand health and healing from a 

religious perspective? What are we to make of the healing stories found in the gospels? 

And why is it that some people we love and care for die, even as we pray for their 

healing and health?     

“If you have your health, you have everything” is a quote that I’ve seen attributed to 

various sources. It is a statement with which I disagree. I know people with very serious health challenges who have 

something many healthy people would gladly trade for—people who pray for them, accompany them, don’t forget 

them…a circle of love and care. In such circles, even people facing death experience a kind of healing; even the dying 

know blessing. 

As we continue our summer sermon series on Sacraments and Sacred Moments, this week we consider the ministry of 

healing. Our scripture text will be from the fifth chapter of the gospel of John. In our worship we will be looking at what 

it means to be healthy and the role those whom Jesus healed had in the healing miracles they experienced.   

I am looking forward to Sunday and to being in our Birmingham Sanctuary for worship. And remember, if you are on 

vacation, or have a health issue that limits your ability to join us for worship, our 10:00 a.m. service is live streamed each 

Sunday in the summer. The live stream link is available at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-live/. 

Recordings of services as well as sermon manuscripts are available at www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-

archives/sermons-2018/. Whether you are in town, away on vacation, or are more comfortable worshiping from home 

rather than being physically present in the Sanctuary, I am looking forward to this Sunday and to you being a part of our 

worship! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-live/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/sermons-2018/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/sermons-2018/
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, July 16: Pam Budde, Diane Garabedian, Gaer Guerber 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,   

July 9: John Gorham, Bill Ritter, Al Roberts 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Kathy Heichel and family on the death of her husband, 

Craig, on July 5. 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the 

families of these children who were baptized on July 15: Austin Joseph Bosio, Jacob Alonzo Bowers, Elaina Charlotte 

Gunnells, Connor Stephen Harter, Delaney Emerson Tate, Lila Austin Warren 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Thank you, once again, to my wonderful and faithful church family for your prayers, 

cards and phone calls. My blessings to you all. —Lynne Kreitz 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “The Stars and Stripes.” To listen, call 248-646-

6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that I’ve Been Thinking by Maria Shriver will soon be available in the Circuit Rider 

Bookstore. This is a “book of reflections for those seeking wisdom, guidance, 

encouragement and inspiration on the road to a meaningful life.” 

….that Family Fun Days goes to the Detroit Zoo on Tuesday, July 24 from 9:30-11:30 

a.m. Meet in front of the Penguin Exhibit before seeing all the animals. 

….that the final Morning Glory Outdoor Worship is Wednesday, July 25 with Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin preaching. 

This beautiful service of music, prayer, communion and a message will take place at 7:40 a.m. in the Chambliss Outdoor 

Worship Center on the east side of the church property. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the 

Sanctuary. We hope you will join us! 

….that Berkley First Women’s Fellowship Group meets on Thursday, July 26 at 6:30 p.m. for a potluck dinner, 

devotions/prayer, and this month’s program featuring nutritionist Ann Pitser. She will discuss food labels, nutritional 

guidelines, healthy shopping tips, meal planning and healthy eating on the go. Questions? Connect with Barb Glick 

(barbaraglick@hotmail.com) or Patty Reynolds (patty1229@yahoo.com or 248-376-2475). 

Did You Know 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Lisa Marsh (lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a Prayer 

Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped off in 

the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

mailto:barbaraglick@hotmail.com
mailto:patty1229@yahoo.com
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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This Sunday in the Christian Life Center we continue with our Bumper Sticker Christian 

summer series. Perhaps you’ve seen this one during your travels: “I found Jesus! He’s in the 

trunk.” But wait! Why was Jesus in the trunk? How long has he been in there? Join us as we 

explore why Jesus might have been in the trunk, how scripture reminds us where Jesus 

should be in our lives, and why it matters for our relationship with God and with others. 

Hope to see you in Shine! 

Sandy Kim, Duke Intern 

Shine Contemporary Worship: I Found Jesus! 

In light of our tragic neglect of the third Person of the Trinity, Francis Chan has referred to 

the Holy Spirit as “Forgotten God.” Even in the Apostles’ Creed, the Spirit is given just a 

passing reference. Who is the Holy Spirit? What does the Spirit do? Join us this Sunday at 

Berkley First as we examine these questions together and continue in our CREDO sermon 

series.  

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

Berkley First: The Holy Spirit 

 

Cuba Youth Mission Trip….Interested youth and their parents are invited to attend an informational meeting on 

Sunday, July 22 at 11:30 a.m. in the Birmingham Campus Wright Parlor. The trip is being planned for the week between 

Christmas and New Year’s. Youth scholarships are available. 

Garden Tour….Six outstanding gardens are included in this year’s Garden Tour on 

Saturday, July 21. A local nursery owner is featuring her incredible country garden, we 

have a spectacular in-town garden that includes a wildlife sanctuary pond, and another 

garden features an amazing lily collection that is not to be missed. Again, our proceeds 

go to assist youth participation in international mission trips. With a December 2018 

youth trip planned for Cuba, we can use everyone’s support. Advance tickets ($10) are available in the church office 

and on the church website. On the day of the tour, tickets are $15.   

South Oakland Shelter is the moveable homeless shelter for individuals who are seeking work 

or are currently employed and within weeks or days of having earned their way off the streets. 

Area churches host up to thirty individuals for one week each year. We are seeking volunteers 

for transportation, breakfast or dinner preparation, lunch packing, hosting, and night security in 

order to support our guests during their week at Birmingham First, August 5-12. Volunteer sign 

up takes place during the coffee hours on Sundays. If you should have any questions, please call 

Kathy Nauer (248-390-2600) or Page Gorman (248-739-6263).  

Opportunities for Service 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/event/birmingham-garden-self-paced-garden-tour/
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Church Conference 
On Monday, July 23 at 7:00 p.m., there will be a special session of the church conference in Fellowship Hall at our 

Birmingham Campus prior to the start of our regularly scheduled Administrative Council meeting. The purpose of the 

church conference will be to vote on a proposed amendment to our Endowment Fund documents from our 

Endowment Board that would a) to create options to allow for directed legacy giving, and b) to consolidate under the 

Endowment Board the power, duty, and authority to receive, administer, and invest all bequests, trusts, and trust funds 

(as per ¶2533.5 of the 2016 Book of Discipline). The Trustees have worked with the Endowment Board on this 

amendment and have voted to support the proposed changes. All church members have voice and vote at a called 

church conference. Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, will be present to preside. 

NEW! Online Giving Platform Change 

Thank you so much to all of you that have migrated to the new Online Giving platform. The feedback on the new 

platform has been positive. If you have recurring gifts set up, you have received separate emails with instructions for 

the process to make the change to the new system. If you do not use the recurring payments option but make periodic 

regular gifts via NCS E-giving or would like to use the online giving option for the first time, we have changed the link 

on the website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving, or you can access the giving website directly at https://

members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3350. The first time you go in, you will need to “Register for an 

Account.” (If you already set up an account for online registrations, the log-in information is the same.) If your 

intention is to set up a recurring gift, you will need to check the box that says “Setup Scheduled Gift?” 

We appreciate all of your gifts to our church as we seek to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Holly Pisano 

(hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org). 

Camp Out 2018 
A weekend of fun is planned for August 24-26 at Judson Collins Center in the 

beautiful Irish Hills in Onsted, Michigan. Judson Collins Center is a United 

Methodist Camp with a beach area, hiking trails, and a working farm. Lodging 

options include Herrick Lodge, Ferguson Dorm, cabins throughout, and 

campsites with and without power. Best of all, our group from Birmingham and 

Berkley First will have the whole camp to ourselves! 

Cost (based on housing) runs from $130-160 and includes lodging and meals for 

up to a family of four. Additional persons $25 each. Optional add-ons include a kayak trip to Catholic Shrine ($8), low 

ropes course ($12), and tractor wagon ride to farm ($3). 

Arrive on Friday beginning at 6:00 p.m. for a bonfire and evening games. Head home Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Day-trippers 

are welcome on Sunday—come for worship and lunch at no charge. If you’d like to stay to swim, hike or canoe, the 

cost is just $5 per person.  

A full schedule and breakdown of costs is available at berkleyfirst.org/event/family-camp-2018/ and at the Welcome 

Center outside the Sanctuary. To register or with questions, please contact Pastor Zack (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org).  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3350
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3350
mailto:hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org


Join Pastor Elbert Dulworth for a day trip to the Stratford Festival on Wednesday, August 

15 to see An Ideal Husband. Based on Oscar Wilde’s celebrated classic, this witty and 

sparkling comedy is one of the most beautiful afternoons you’ll ever have in the theater. 

Sir Robert Chiltern enjoys a reputation as the only truly honest man in politics—until an 

unwelcome visitor threatens to reveal the secret that could destroy his career. 

Ticket, transportation, morning refreshments and all taxes and fees for only $105! We gather at the church at 8:00 

a.m. for coffee and bagels, with departure at 8:30 via the comfortable Endowment Express II. We arrive in Stratford 

around noon, allowing time for shopping and/or lunch on your own before the 2:00 performance. We return 

immediately following the play, with a dinner stop in Port Huron, arriving back at the church between 9:00 and 9:30 

p.m.  

Four tickets are available, so invite a friend to come with you! Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or 

office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to sign up. Payment confirms your reservation. Passport 

required.  

An Ideal Husband 

Happening This Week 
Wednesday, July 18 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m. Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees 

Thursday, July 19 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Picnic in the Park—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday, July 20 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

Saturday, July 21 

9:00 a.m. Garden Tour 

Sunday, July 22 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group—

Berkley 

11:30 a.m. Cuba Informational Meeting 

12:00 p.m. Compass Task Team 

Monday, July 23 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

10:30 a.m. Tony Gillett Memorial Service 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Church Conference/ 

Administrative Council  

Tuesday, July 24 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Compass Task Team 

Wednesday, July 25 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Murphy) 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee  

Thursday, July 26 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Picnic in the Park—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

6:30 p.m. Berkley First Women’s 

Fellowship 

Friday, July 27 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 
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The Liturgists are Rev. Elbert Dulworth in the 

Sanctuary, Rev. Lindsey Hall at Shine, and Rev. Suzanne 

Walls at Berkley. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Ellen Warnock and family in honor of Dr. 

Anthony Youn and family. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of 

Thomas Daniel Busch, born May 28 to Bob and Caitlin 

Busch; and Emily Elizabeth Thompson, born June 20 to 

Chad and Kristin Thompson.   

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing  

and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

                                                                            Sunday, July 22, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

John 5:2-9 

Sacraments and Sacred Moments: 

“Healing and Wholeness” 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Hymns 

“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

“There Is a Balm in Gilead” 

“Amazing Grace”  

Anthems 

“I Waited for the Lord” 

“We Are Called” 

Robyn Campaign and Tiffany Ericson 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Ephesians 3:16-21 

Bumper Sticker Christian: 

“I Found Jesus! He’s In The Trunk!” 

Sandy Kim 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Romans 15:13-16 

CREDO: 

“The Holy Spirit” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5%3A2-9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+3%3A16-21&version=NRSV
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
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