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A Good Beginning 

  “I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are 

old. I rejoice the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.” 

Over the past several weeks, these words have been ringing in my ears as we sing 

them to the newly baptized children in our main sanctuary. They remind us of God’s 

continued presence with us throughout the entirety of our lives. In recent days, as 

we have celebrated the lives of a few saints, I’ve heard these words ring with new 

meaning. From beginnings to endings and all the in-between moments, God is present 

with us in this journey of faith. 

The other day, I was sharing my excitement with some of the staff that we have celebrated several baptisms together in 

recent months. This week continues with 6 baptisms at our 10:00 a.m. traditional service in the main sanctuary. If you 

haven't guessed, baptism is one of my favorite moments in worship and in our life together. 

As we prepare to share this sacrament with young children and their families again, we remember that these moments 

are just a beginning for our youngest disciples of Jesus Christ. Together, we pause to recognize God’s grace at work in 

their lives and to give thanks for what God is doing among us. In the days and years that follow, we will continue to pray 

for, nurture, and love these children in the confidence that by God’s continued grace they will one day profess their 

personal faith in Christ. 

This week, as we continue our series on Sacraments and Sacred Moments reflecting on confirmation and the reaffirmation 

of our faith, it is fitting that we might do so as we celebrate the sacrament that acknowledges the beginning of our faith 

journeys. Our confirmation and membership vows are rooted in the vows that either we took or others took for us at 

our baptisms. How might we live into and out of our baptismal covenant in our daily walk with Christ? 

Join me on Sunday in our main sanctuary at Birmingham First as we explore what makes for A Good Beginning in our 

journey of faith. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

July 9: John Gorham and Al Roberts 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, June 

25: Gaer Guerber and Betty Melin 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Carol McClelland and family on the death of her husband, 

Drayton A. McClelland, Jr., on June 28. A memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, July 13 at 11:00, 

with visitation beginning at 10:00. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Ted McClew and family on the death of his mother, 

Pauline McClew, on July 3 in Ohio. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Karen Zech and her family, on the death of her father, Ed 

Pappas, on July 9. Visitation will be at Desmond’s Funeral Home in Troy on Thursday, July 12, from 5-8 p.m. and on 

Friday, July 13, from 1-8 p.m.  The funeral will be held at Birmingham First on Saturday, July 14 with visitation at 10:30 

a.m. and the service at 11 a.m. 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared the families of 

these children who were baptized on July 1: Mackenzie Luise Dundas, Logan Michael Wint 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Thank you so much for your kindness, support, presence and memorial gifts given in 

memory of my father,  Carl Watkins. Words are not enough to express my family’s gratitude. My father and I have 

always cherished our many friends and church family. —Liz Watkins and family of Carl Watkins 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Anita Barratt, and next week’s message is by Lisa Lyon. 

To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated 

system. 

….that during the coffee hours on July 15, Dr. Dick Cheatham will hold a Book Signing 

for his new book, Rediscovering Christianity. In it, he addresses the questions: “Is it better to 

hold many beliefs, or have more belief? Is every doctrine equally essential, well grounded, 

or even true?” 

….that six outstanding gardens are included in this year’s Garden Tour on Saturday, July 

21. Our Landscape leader and Master Gardener Jay Shell will be selling tickets during the 

coffee hours on Sunday, June 15. Advance tickets are $10; on the day of the tour they are 

$15. Even if you already have your tickets, stop by and see Jay if you have any landscape questions.  

….that Haiti is in need of an electric sewing machine (yes electric!) ASAP to put in a sea container for Haiti. Must be 

in good working order. Contact Nancy Smith (248-568-5190 or nancyasmithrn@gmail.com). 

….that South Oakland Shelter is need of volunteers for transportation, breakfast or dinner preparation, lunch 

packing, hosting, and night security in order to support our guests during their week at Birmingham First, August 5-12. 

Volunteer sign up takes place during the coffee hours on Sundays. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy 

Nauer (248-390-2600) or Paige Gorman (248-739-6263). 

….that a CUBA Youth Mission Trip informational meeting will be held on Sunday, July 22 at 11:30 a.m. in the 

Birmingham Campus Wright Parlor. The trip is being planned for the week between Christmas and New Years 2018! 

 

Did You Know 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/garden/
mailto:nancyasmithrn@gmail.com
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In the Apostles’ Creed, more words are spent describing Jesus than anyone else. This Sunday 

at Berkley First, as we continue our CREDO series, find out why. After worship, stick around 

and join us for a free and delicious brunch. Bring a dish to pass, or just a healthy appetite. 

 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

This week in Shine we won’t be in the CLC, but we will be in Shain park worshipping in the 

midst of our community and outside the walls of our church! We will have worship, lunch, 

and time for fellowship! I hope you can make it out to the park to help share a welcoming 

presence, join in worshipping God together, and help Birmingham know we carry the love of 

God in Christ. Please bring a chair or blanket.  In case of rain we will be back in the CLC. 

This Sunday in the park we are continuing our Bumper Sticker Christian series with this 

week’s theme, “God Wants Spiritual Fruit, Not Religious Nuts.” 

Pastor Dan Hart 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship: Worship in Shain Park! 

Berkley First: CREDO 

Coming Up at Berkley First 

Picnic in the Park….Families are invited to bring a lunch and picnic and play together. Every Thursday from July 12 

to August 23 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Jaycee Park in Berkley (Bacon Ave. south of Webster). Weather 

dependent. 

Brightmoor Work Day….Meet at Berkley First to carpool to the Redford Brightmoor Campus in Detroit. Help 

prepare and serve lunch, plus a variety of activities including small repair, painting and outdoor maintenance. Saturday, 

July 14 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Contact Patty Reynolds (patty1229@yahoo.com or 248-376-2475). 

Deep Peace: A Singing Bowl Meditation returns on Monday, July 16 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Listen and feel the 

vibrations of the Tibetan Singing Bowls. Their sound invokes a deep state of relaxation which naturally assists in 

entering into meditation. Comfortable chairs are available, or bring a yoga mat with you. Free. 

Berkley First Women’s Fellowship Group meets on Thursday, July 26 at 6:30 p.m. Potluck dinner, devotions/

prayer, and this month’s program featuring nutritionist Ann Pitser. She will discuss food labels, nutritional guidelines, 

healthy shopping tips, meal planning and healthy eating on the go. Questions? Connect with Barb Glick 

(barbaraglick@hotmail.com) or Patty Reynolds (patty1229@yahoo.com or 248-376-2475). 

Family Fun Days continue in July and August: 

Detroit Zoo on Tuesday, July 24 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Meet in front of the Penguin Exhibit before seeing all the 

animals. 

Detroit Historical Society on Tuesday, August 7 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Meet inside the Allesee Gallery of 

Culture, then explore together.  

mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
mailto:dhart@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:patty1229@yahoo.com
mailto:patty1229@yahoo.com


Online Giving Change—Friday of this week! 
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Morning Glory Outdoor Worship continues on Wednesdays in July. This beautiful 

service of music, prayer, communion and a message will take place at 7:40 a.m. in the 

Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east side of the church property. Sandy 

Kim, Seminary Intern, brings the message on July 18. Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin preaches 

on July 25. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the Sanctuary. We 

hope you will join us! 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship 

Church Conference 
On Monday, July 23, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., there will be a special session of the church conference in Fellowship Hall at 

our Birmingham Campus prior to the start of our regularly scheduled Administrative Council meeting. The purpose of 

the church conference will be to vote on a proposed amendment to our Endowment Fund documents from our 

Endowment Board that would a) to create options to allow for directed legacy giving, and b) to consolidate under the 

Endowment Board the power, duty, and authority to receive, administer, and invest all bequests, trusts, and trust funds 

(as per ¶2533.5 of the 2016 Book of Discipline). The Trustees have worked with the Endowment Board on this 

amendment and have voted to support the proposed changes. All church members have voice and vote at a called 

church conference. Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, will be present to preside. 

The following information is for those who use NCS E-giving for their online giving to the church (not Vanco Services). 

It is also for those who do not use online giving but would like to start. On Friday (after 12 p.m.), you will be able to go 

into the church website (the giving section) and make the change from the link provided there. Your current payment 

information will not transfer to the new system so you will need to enter your payment information again. In next 

week’s Steeple Notes, a link will be provided for you to go directly into the new giving platform. Please create an 

account the first time you access the new giving platform. 

If you have a recurring gift set up you will receive a link in a separate email on July12th with instructions of how to 

move your giving to the new platform. 

The reason we are changing this is that we have received feedback from many of you and the change will resolve the 

identified frustrations and improve utility for all. Second, you will be able to see not only your giving history but also 

other areas of your personal membership area. 

We appreciate your giving and understanding as we move forward with the new giving platform. Your donations make 

it possible for us to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Holly Pisano at hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org


Happening This Week 
Sunday, July 15 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship—Berkley 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship—Offsite 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School: children/youth 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School/Youth Group—

Berkley 

11:0 a.m. Potluck Brunch—Berkley 

Monday, July 16 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Canasta 

11:00 a.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Mexican Train 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Being Christian—Sandy Kim 

7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 

Tuesday, July 17 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

Wednesday, July 11 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

Thursday, July 12 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Picnic in the Park—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Faith Formation 

7:00 p.m. Investment Committee 

Friday, July 13 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Mack McClelland Memorial 

Service 

Saturday, July 14 

11:00 a.m. Ed Pappas Funeral Service 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 

7:00 p.m. Compass Task Team 

Wednesday, July 18 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Albright) 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory Worship 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m. Parent Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Hatha Mat Yoga—Berkley 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Summer GRIP 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees 

Thursday, July 19 

9:00 a.m. Choir Camp Jr. 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Picnic in the Park—Berkley 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

6:00 p.m. Jr/Sr Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday, July 20 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hatha Yoga—Berkley 
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Job Openings 
Berkley First Children’s Ministry Coordinator….As Berkley First continues 

to grow and evolve, staff members are moving into different positions. For this 

reason, we are searching for a Children’s Ministry Coordinator. This position is  

part-time, 10-12 hours including Sundays. The focus of this position is to nurture 

children in the Christian faith through programming, Sunday School, and planning 

and implementing family-friendly events. Job descriptions and applications are available on the church website and in 

the church office. Please submit applications and questions to Pastor Zack Dunlap (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org) no later 

than July 15. 

Unite Basketball Coordinator….Many thanks to Julie Aubrey for serving as the Unite Coordinator for the past 

two years. Julie has recently accepted a full-time teaching position in the Birmingham School District and we wish her 

well. We are seeking to hire a Unite 3 on 3 Basketball Coordinator. This is a part-time, seasonal position (late fall 

through early spring) which works in tandem with the Children and Family Ministry team. The candidate should have 

experience in managing a program, a love of children, and the ability to recruit volunteers. Job descriptions and 

applications are available on the church website and in the church office. Please submit applications and questions to 

Kelly Willian (kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org) no later than July 15. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org


The Liturgists are Rev. Suzanne Walls in the Sanctuary, 

Rev. Lindsey Hall and Sandy Kim at Shine, and Rev. Shawn 

Lewis-Lakin at Berkley.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Sjoerd Dijkstra and Lon Bone in honor of 

their third wedding anniversary. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of 

Cecelia McKenzie Stallard, born June 20 to Parker and 

Mary Bruce Stallard.  

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in loving 

memory of Jerry Motl by his wife, Phyllis, and family. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing  

and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

                                                                            Sunday, July 15, 2018 

 

 

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 18:15-17 

Sacraments and Sacred Moments: 

“A Good Beginning”  

(Confirmation) 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns 

“Praise, My Soul the King of Heaven” 

“Wash O God Our Sons and Daughters” 

“Awake, O Sleeper”  

Anthem 

“We Believe” 

Summer Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. at Shain Park in Birmingham 

Romans 12:9-18 

Bumper Sticker Christian: 

“God Wants Spiritual Fruits, Not Religious Nuts” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ 

for ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Acts 3:13-15 

“CREDO: Jesus Christ” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 
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https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org

